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CANNEL COAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 1818. Cannel 
| Coal was then littleusedin London: after surmounting 
|much opposition, it has become the principal Cannel 


CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 











most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 


| BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE-|| 


Wiliam COCHRAN CARR begs || 


2 : “ - ; Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- | 
Gel soem the Metropol nd ban grey seeeted | FP OREPH COWEN and CO,, | hergutteencivengertes tinimrctn | 
gas of high illuminating power, and coke of good quality, BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the || 


make it one of the most economical coals known. Itis | Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now || 
/used by all the London Gas Companies, as well as by | awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas | Prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality | | 








April 27, 1854. SS : 
FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, R. BR. P. SPICE, of Richmond,| 
: . respectfully announces that, for greater con- 
venience, he has removed the business of his Office to 
| the above address. 





many Provincial and Foreign. The Crystal Palace was | RetTorts and OTHER OBJECTs in l'ireE CLay.” and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, | | 
lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-oflice, Bank, and J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other | | 
Times Office, are at present. extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the rhortest notice, 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts and on the most reasonable terms. | 
FiRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. Manufactory | of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every London Agents : 
established in 1804. other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE, their Works as above. 63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 
Bone and Artificial Manures of + me COWEN’S ge we picky oe oe AND COKE, Sa 
Address G. H, Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- Coal and Coke ce, . 
etic Qua sion, Naweasmueco8-Tya ocSOUere Oeusceaas, || 
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wan TED to Contract for large 
quantities of GAS TAR, to be delivered periodi- 
cally, free, on board ship, in bulk, at any of the outports, t 
Address, with full particulars, W., care of Mesers. J OH the Erection or Improvement of Gas-Works. 


JoserH OxForD and Co., Bury Court, St. Mary Axe, Agent for the Purchase, Sale, or Leasing of Pro- | 


LONDON. 





CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; —> : 
TO GAS ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, &e. ALMA WORKS, | TO GAS COMPANIES. 











' vincial Gas-Works, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, The Green, Richmond, 8.W., Jan. 2, 1860. || 


Plans, Specifications, and Estimates, prepared for || 


| | 0 | 
HE Wakefield Gaslight Company | 4n4 69, UPPER THAMES STREET. LONDON, GTATION-METER | and Gasholder | 


are prepare! to receive TENDERS for the | Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, " 
| ERECTION of FOUR PURIFYING-BOXES, with | and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and An Excellent STATION-METER (by Cochrane, of 
| Valves, Cranes, and certain Cast-Iron Girders connected | First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam | Edinburgh), with Square Cast-Iron Case, 8 feet by 8 
| therewith, printed particulars of which may be had on | Boilers, feet, by 6 feet 8 inches high, with 10-inch Inlet, Outlet, | 
| application at the Company’s Works, where the plans J, R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings and By-Pass Valves complete. Will pass about 550,000 





may be seen. | for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders cubic feet perday. 1s in good order, and is parted with i] 
| Sealed Tenders to be sent in on or before Saturday, | may be executed in a few days. to make way for one ofa larger’size. | 
| the 2Ist July instant, addressed “To the CHAIRMAN, Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocke, Also, a GASHOLDER, 30 feet diameter by 16 feet 

Gas Office, WAKEFIELD.” By order, | Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. deep, with Columns, Guide Pulleys, Pipes, and Valves. | 

| Joun WHITTAKER, | N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, For Terms, apply to the subscriber, JouNn Z. Kay, 


July 9, 1860. Agent to the Company. 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
Estas.isHeD 1840, 


| JOHN EUNSON & SON, | 


and Warranted. Engineer, Dundee Gaslight Company. 


| Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of Clay Retorts 
| AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


| WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 





(SUCCESSORS TO GEORGE B. LLOYD & CO.,) 
GAS STREET AND BERKLEY STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM; 


Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Tubes and Fittings, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER. 
PATENT GLASS ENAMELLED AND GALVANIZED TUBES, | 


AND 


LAP-WELDED IRON BOILER TUBES. 


LORD REDESDALE’S ACT. 
GAS-METERS. 
D HULETT & CQO. 


‘Have always made their Meters with the Low Spouts; consequently no alteration is 
required. 


55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. _ 
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THE IMPERIAL IRON TUBE COMPANY, 
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| | 
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MEDALS AWARDED TO 
THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


| THOMAS GLOVER, 
| PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, | 
! SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, ayp | 
{} 
| 
| 














ALLEN STREET, GOSWELL STREET, E.C. | 
Established 1844. 





LORD RKEDESDALE'S “SALE OF GAS BILL.” 

LONDON, August 15, 1859. 
|| Tuomas Giover takes the earliest opportunity of intimating to Gas Companies and his other Customers that, as Lord 
|| Redesdale’s “ Sale of Gas Bill” has determined the unit of measurement, he is now prepared to supply his Patent Dry Gas- 
|| Meters guaranteed to meet all the legal requirements of that bill. 

Tuomas Guover confines his sole attention to the business of Gas-Meter Making. ‘The propriety of his doing so is satis- 
factorily proved by his success; and, without the practice of any quackery, or any attempt to delude the public by an absurd 
|exhibition of ‘‘ Old and New Valves,” his Meters are in general use by the Metropolitan Gas and other Companies in this 
Country and abroad. For example, one Metropolitan Company have now in use above 12,500 of his Patent Dry Gas- | 
Meters; some of these Meters have been fixed for Fourteen Years, and are still in working order, without complaint from 
either the Company or the Consumer. 

Tuomas Guover thinks it necessary to put Gas Companies on their guard against parties selling Patent Dry Gas-Meters 
constructed in imitation of his, but unskilfully made on erroneous principles, and with improper and unsuitable materials. 

Tuomas Gtover’s Workshops are now the most extensive in this or any other Country, and he is thereby enabled | 
oromptly to execute orders to any extent required. Purchasers may at any time inspect his Works and the Materials of which 
his Meters are constructed. He is ready to enter into Contracts with Gas Companies and others to uphold their Stock of his 
Meters for Twenty Years at an annual charge varying from 2} to 5 per cent., and to leave always in the hands of Gas Com- | 
panies Three Years’ charge for upholding, as a guarantee for the fulfilment of the Contract. 
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CROSLEY & CO. 





JOURP 





ARE PREPARED TO SUPPLY GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS WITH 


DUPLICATES of Mr. KING’S CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 
Similar to that Manufactured by them, and verified by | 

The ASTRONOME™ ROYAL, and Professor MILLER, of Cambridge, 
ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT, | 
Which 8s deposited by ©. and Co. in the Office of the 
COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the EXCHEQUER before Nov. 13, in compliance with the | 


“ACT FOR REGULATING MEASURES USED IN SALES OF GAS.” | 





THEY ALSO SUPPLY 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 














RONG SOUTHWARE BRI 


Renee enema 


DGE ROAD, LONDON, 8.E. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 17, 1860. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


Tue agitation for the Nine Hours System—that is, for nine 
hours work and ten hours pay—has obtained a new patron and 
leader in Lord Robert Montagu, a brother of the Duke of 
Manchester—M.P. for the county of Huntingdon—a Conserva- 
tive of that section which stands apart from Mr. Disraeli and 
| the present leaders of the Opposition ; with a character amongst 
his select set, like Lord Robert Cecil, for talent, and, like him, 
a failure in the House of Commons. Lord R. Montagu took 
|the chair, the other day, at a meeting of the operative builders, 
| under the auspices of the well-known Mr. Potter, and made a 
'speech on the rights and wrongs of labour, on the texts of the 
\late Feargus O’Connor. The capitalist—that is, the man who 
_pays wages—was held up to contempt and execration. The 
political economist was represented as meeting the demand for 
'short time and high wages with “a sneer,” and the inevitable 
‘axiom of “supply and demand.” The condition of one of the 
|| best paid classes of mechanics was illustrated by a quotation 
'|from the “« Song of the Shirt,” and the right of combination to 
|Talse wages was very vehemently and quite unnecessarily de- 

fended. As a matter of course, such a speech from such a 

source was applauded with a warmth to which the noble M.P. 
is little accustomed. Lord Robert Montagu ought to know 
better than lend the assistance of his position to embittering 

the wages question between mastersand men. Heis not with- 
||Out experience; he took, if we mistake not, an active part in 

founding a colony (Canterbury, New Zealand), where a com- 
bination of land-owners, to keep up the price of land and keep 

down the price of labour, failed utterly, for the certain and 
Simple reason that the rate of “demand and supply,” which he 
‘now affects to despise, upset all the calculations made in 
| London. The supply of land was too great, and the supply of 
'|labour too short, to maintain the one and keep down the other. 
The same law must apply to the Building and all other trades. 


Seicsiasie 
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| If hands are scarce—if there is a great deal of work to be done 
| —masters must and will pay higher wages; if the attractions 
| of town wages and town luxuries bring more recruits from the _ 
| country than the work on hand requires, wages raust fall. No 
one, at the present day and in this country, dreams of prevent- | 
ing workmen from combining to cease work, or “ strike,” 
although in France and Prussia such strikes are put down 
by the police. If a man, or a whole shopful of men, choose 
to cease to do work, and earn wages—that is their busi- 
ness; but it is the business of the public, that is, of the | 
customers of Employers, to protect from the despotism of the 
combined “Strikers” those who cannot afford or do not 
choose “ to play,” and who prefer working for 5s. or 6s. a day) 
to not working at all. For despotism is just as odious in the) 
hands of an irresponsible Committee as in the hands of a French || 
or Neapolitan Policeman. As for Capitalist Employers, they | 
live in such a constant state of competition with each other, || 
that nothing less than a claim threatening universal ruin will || 
drive them into a temporary combination. The wages of|| 
mechanics of the same class are the same in the same district ; || 
but the prices at which a Contractor or Builder will undertake || 
a great work vary with a number of circumstances on which | 
his individual profits depend—on the material he has on hand ; || 
on the capital he desires to work. A hundred or a thousand 1] 
mechanics may enter into one employment without competing | | 
with each other so as to lower wages; but Capitalist Em- 
ployers can only compete with each other by lower tenders. | 
They only cease to compete when they cease towork. There- 
fore, the combination of workmen when they seek an attainable | 
object is ten times easier than that of Employers who desire to | 
lower, or even to resist a rise of wages, when work is plentiful. || 
For these reasons, which years of experience have maintained, 
it is fair to ask what Lord Robert Montagu means, what are 
his practical demands? We know very well what Mr. Potter 
| wants; but a man of the social-political position of the M.P. 


| for Huntingdonshire is presumed to have some more definite 
object than a professional Agitator. The Earl of Carnarvon, 
when he was young and raw to the world, once took the chair 
at a grievance meeting of Thieves and Ticket-of-Leave-Men, 
and Lord Ingestre, for two or three years before he married 
and settled, was patron of a Socialist Co-operative Utopia, 
which ceased to be heard of when trade revived under the in- 
fluence of the unrestricted commerce he was sent to Parliament 
to oppose ; but Lord Robert Montagu is past boyhood. Ifheis 
anxious for public activity, and despairing of the triumph of|| 








find such formidable rivals in demagogic arts as Mr. Edwin 
James and Mr. Ayrton, let his lordship take Corracz Accom- 
MODATION in rural districts. 

This is one of the most important social and sanitary ques- 


county influence can work to some purpose. | 
Agricultural labour in every well-cultivated district is scarce, | 
and likely to become scarcer. The big houses for accommo- | 
dating the unemployed poor of each Union, built at a time) 
when a horrid dream of the landlord was a poor-rate of 19s. | 
in the pound, are all but empty. An able-bodied agricultural- | 
minded pauper is not to be found; the tenants of these Union| 
Barracks, maintained at a vast expense, are the aged, the halt, | 
the idiotic, and the blind— 
‘“‘ Deserted wives and mothers never wed” | 

with their children. 


Farmers and landlords too, look back with regret on the} 
time when they hunted the race of labourers from parish | 
to parish, and pulled down cottages just as they dug out the| 
holes of noxious vermin, for they are now suffering in a dearth 
of hands, the consequences of the horror of possible paupers 
that prevailed thirty years ago. The farmer, in nine cases 
out of ten, has.not within easy reach of his fields, to speak 
within bounds, half the accommodation needed for the families 
he employs. In many cases the cottages near farms are 
packed—stuffed one might say—with men and women in de- 
fiance of the laws of health and decency. In other districts, 
the labourer has so far to walk to his work that he has used 
up a large share of his strength before his day commences. 
With rare exceptions, this is a landlord’s question. The 
owner of the land must find the cottages for the workers, as 
well as the feeding-sheds for the cattle, and the stables for the 
plough horses. These cottages must be water and wind tight, 
well lighted, well warmed, and well ventilated, with a cabbage 





tions of the day, and one in which a gentleman of family and | 


his own political section, wants a subject on which he will not || 


| 


| 
| 








garden and a pig-sty, if the best is to be made of the labourer, 
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as well-as of the fat stock, the plough horses, and the steam- 
engine and the barn machinery. We are now putting the 
question on the lowest point of view—the point of mere profit. 
Good cottages pay the landlord and pay the tenant farmer. 
Unfortunately this cottage question has until recently been 
very much in the hands of amateurs in search of the picturesque, 
or speculators anxious to pack as much rent as possible into 
the smallest space. 

There is one axiom that cannot be too plainly and strongly 
laid down :—The cottages intended toaccommodate the labourers 
of a Farm must not be regarded as a separate investment, but 
; (as part of the “‘ plant,’”’ like the homestead, sunk in order to 

oo the rent of the estate. Therefore, while useless ex- 

penditure on ornament is avoided, the mere rent paid by the 
|tenant must not be considered the whole return. A labourer 
within a mile is worth a good deal more than one who 
has to lodge in a beer-house, and walk four miles to his 
work, It should be remembered that the cottagers not only 
live, but are born and die in cottages, and that is one reason 
why every cottage should have three bed-rooms. In Scotland, 
where farm labourers are lodged worse than English pigs, this 
part of the question is being very boldly discussed. 

We are often struck by the abseace of simple mechanical 
contrivances for water supply even in villages of some im- 
portance. At a ducal village, remarkable for the architecture 
of cottages, “‘ almost good enough for curates,” the primitive 
rope and two buckets to a well are the only resource of a long 
street, when a moderate-sized tank and a force-pump worked 
by a donkey to fill it daily, would save time and trouble worth 
ten times the cost. 

There is an essential difference between the investment in 
Agricultural Cottages and Lodging Houses for workmen, 
in or near a great city: the latter must pay a fair interest 
to be of any value (except where erected as an example). 
Model Lodging-Houses, Sailors’ Homes, &c., have gene- 
rally been a failure, for reasons obvious to those who know 


a ee 





sites, and well planned, have often failed from being too 
much regulated. The labouring class no more like inter- 
ference in their domestic arrangements than their employers. 
For internal arrangements the architect should consult his 
views of the class intended to occupy houses. Philanthropists 
in easy circumstances are apt to give too much or too little, 
and architects to sacrifice everything to external appearance. 
The whole question of lodgings for labourers in London presses 
at the present time in consequence of the destruction of pro- 
perty which must accompany the Metropolitan Railway ex- 
tensions, proceeding and contemplated. 


become extraordinarily threatening. 
us were unveiled ina startling if not unexpected manner during 
the debate on Sicily and Garibaldi, commenced by that eccen- 
tric meteor Sir Robert Peel. By Mr. Kinglake’s speech a 
new impulse was given to the preparations for National De- 
fence. In these preparations there is no doubt that our 
Voluntary efforts, when once frankly accepted by the Govern- 
ment, will not be found second in effect to the proceedings of 
centralized despotic powers. As an example, our Railway 
Engineering authorities are engaged in organizing their pe- 
culiar materials for defensive purposes. a 

It is proposed that the Railway force of the Kingdom shall 
be organized for two purposes—the Traffic department and 
the Engineering department. The Traffic department will 
concert a system for the conveyance of troops and munitions 
to the coast or elsewhere; the Engineering department will 
arrange to place at the disposal of the Military Authorities a 
force of * Permanent-way Workers ”—spade and pickmen. 
The Engineer of one line—not the most important—has 
offered to produce, when required, a thousand spade-men. If, 
then, our Military Engineers are prepared with plans, the 
works can be executed with a celerity unknown in other 
countries. Until very recently our Government, especially 
our Military, work has been executed with total disregard of 
the Mechanical talent and the capabilities of private enterprise 
which have been developed in so striking a manner during the 
last thirty years. The backward condition of Government 
undertakings was illustrated by a rope and pulley, hauled by a 
score of men, at Woolwich, which has very recently been re- 
placed by a Patent Crane; or by the Sappers and Miners, 
when a large share of their days work was expended in wash- 





anything of the habits and feelings of the working classes. | 
Model Lodging-Houses, even when erected on suitable | 


The Political atmosphere of Europe has within the last week | 
The dangers in store for | 
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ing, dressing, preparing for, and attending parades, which 
were originally intended to occupy the idle time of Infantry 
soldiers. 

The barrier has been broken down between the Military 
public and Civil private resources under the present War| 
Minister, and it is to be hoped that in future the suggestion of | 
Mr. Bidder in his inaugurative speech will be followed, and 
that Military men will devote their practice and science to use| 
the weapons or materials prepared by Mechanics and Engineers 
trained in private enterprise to deal with wood, stone, and 
metals. 

That very threadbare wonder—the Great Eastern—has come 
before the public once more, in consequence of having safely 
reached New York after a passage of eleven and a half days, 
with forty-six passengers—the most costly voyage on record. 
It has now been demonstrated to the unbelieving public that 
she can safely cross the Atlantic, and therefore safely execute 
the voyage to India, whether profitably remains as doubtful as 
ever. Will this money-devouring Steam Elephant—pass into 
the hands of Government as a War-defence Machine for emer- 
gencies, to carry an army to Ireland, or to or from north 
to south ? 

Among the last and most unfortunate of Mr. Edwin Chad- 
wick’s failures, has been his Omnibus Company ; and it is a 
curious fact the most serious losses of this Company have 
arisen from the neglect of obvious sanitary precautions in the 
management of their horses. The mortality among horses 
constantly employed out of doors has been very great every- 
where this spring. That it has been large among Mr. Chad- 
wick’s Company’s horses is not surprising, when it is known 
that in some of the suburban stables the animals are packed 
so closely that they have barely room to lie down, and feed 
from one common manger, where the greedy eat the shares of 
the sick or slow feeders, and leave no means for the foreman 
to learn which are sickening by that unfailing test, loss of 
appetite. 

Every year a large number of valuable horses are sacrificed 
in the stables of noblemen and gentlemen to want of fresh air 
and complete drainage, where, in every other respect, no ex- 
pense is spared. 

The quiet, easy manner in which the Prince of Wales, the 
Heir apparent to the Throne, has proceeded from this country 
to British America, is as characteristic of modern England 
as the errand which has drawn the Royal Boy to the other 
side of the Globe—not to review or command an army, but tc 
inaugurate one of the greatest works ever completed by pri- 
vate enterprise, whether regarded as an engineering under- 
taking, or as the instrument for uniting two great countries, 
and tapping a new stream of commerce. 


THE METROPOLIS 
GAS COMPANIES CONFISCATION BILL. 

WE were not mistaken in assuming that the Metropolis Gas 
Bill, as amended by the select committee, would not be allowed 
to pass through the House of Commons. The threatened con- 
fiscation of the property of the shareholders has roused the 
indignation and elicited the sympathy of all commercial bodies 
who hold their property under titles similar to those of the 
metroplitan gas companies. No fewer than 108 petitions against 
the bill have been presented from such bodies, and one petition 
has been presented from the chairman and 104 members of the 
London Stock Exchange, which tells with peculiar force against 
the principle of deteriorating property invested in the con- 
struction of works of utility under parliamentary sanction ; 
which, as they observe, if adopted, is ‘‘ calculated to shake public 
confidence and seriously to affect the credit of the country. 
These gentlemen have no direct interest in gas companies, 
but being “extensively engaged in the purchase and sale of 
shares in joint-stock companies, they consider that the value 
of all property in such companies would be seriously affected 
if any precedent should be set for Parliament to reduce the 
terms on which capital has been laid out.” ‘The immediate 
effect of this threatened confiscation of the property of gas 
companies has been to completely paralyze the market for the 
sale of shares in such undertakings, as shown by the broker's 
list for last week. Scarcely any business was done, and the 
few transactions that took place were at reduced prices. In 
the list of «‘ Shares for Sale,” are numbered those of the longest 
established London companies, whose operations are conducted 
on the most extensive scale, and shareholders are offering their 
shares in all directions, but cannot obtain buyers. 
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We are glad to find, from the reception the bill met with | 
in the House of Commons, when it was brought up in its al- 
tered form on Tuesday last, that the feeling in the House | 
against the spoliation is not less strong than out of doors. 
Mr. Staniland, the member for Boston, in a maiden speech, | 
pointed out the injurious effect which such a measure would | 
inevitably produce on the investment of capital in national | 
undertakings. In a very clear and forcible manner he showed | 
the course which Parliament has hitherto adopted in granting 
_powers to existing gas companies, and contended that the bill 
‘would entirely subvert the principles on which legislation in 
‘such concerns had been founded. He described the origin 
and progress of the agitation against the London gas com- 
‘panies, and exposed the fallacy of the accusations by which it 
| was excited. Having sketched the proceedings of the vestries 
‘in previous years, until they came to Parliament with the pre- 
‘sent bill, Mr. Staniland criticized very freely the conduct of 
|the select committee in their treatment of the bill, until, under 
|| the guidance of the promoters, it had assumed such a shape as 
[to threaten the existence not only of property in gas works, 
|| but in all public joint-stock undertakings whatever. He put 
|| the case of the gas companies forcibly to the House, confining 
'|himself principally to the confiscatory character of the bill, and 
‘|his speech, which was listened to with great attention, evi- 
| dently produced a favourable impression of the speaker and of 
| the cause he advocated. 


In the debate that ensued, no one, excepting the representa- 
tives of the promoters of the bill, offered it any support. 
|Members on both sides of the House agreed that it could not 
'|be allowed to pass with such provisions, and they readily 
jassented to the proposition that it should be recommitted. 
| Even the supporters of the measure admit that, had a division 
been called for, it would have been lost by a majority of at 
‘least three to one. The recommittal of the bill was moved by 
|the chairman of the select committee himself, who said that 
jall the members of the committee were agreed that it ought 
|to be sent back to them for reconsideration, because, as he 
|| observed, “ We have heard to-night, we have seen by amend- 
||ments put on the notice-paper, we have also heard from private 
conversation, many matters which we should have been glad 
\|to have had under our cognizance when we were discussing 
\|the bill.” The committee, he said, had been left, by the 
sudden withdrawal of the counsel for the companies, without 
|information on many points which might have influenced their 
‘|decisions. Mr. Estcourt, indeed, expressed opinions which 
indicate that the committee were imperfectly acquainted with 
'|the circumstances under which the London gas companies were 
established, and that they were not aware of the full effect of 
the change which the proposed alteration of the mazimum of 
dividends would produce on the existing position of the gas 
|jcompanies. He reasserted the often-refuted statement that 
“every one of the London gas companies received its Act on 
the principle of competition ;”” whereas, with the exception of 
one or two companies, they were authorized by Parliament to 
supply districts not previously lighted with gas. The com- 
petition arose after the companies had been established, and 
not with the sanction of Parliament. Mr. Estcourt, however, 
did justice to the conduct of the gas companies by stating in 
the House, still more strongly than in the committee-room, 
that the public have not suffered by the districting arrange- 
ments which have given rise to the outcry against them. His 
|| words were: ‘‘ The gas companies say that from that time to 
|| this no single vestry has any reason to complain. I do not 
say they have. On the contrary, I bear testimony that, as far 
as the evidence before us went, we have no right whatever to 
complain of any one of these companies.” It must be ex- 
tremely gratifying to these gentlemen, after having been 
|}abused so vehemently by the parish agitators in the vestries, 
:}and by their organs in the press, and unscrupulously charged 
|| with extortions and frauds, to have their conduct thus fully 
'| vindicated by the chairman of the committee before whom, for 
|| ten days, the promoters of the bill endeavoured to make out a 
|] case of grievance. It is difficult to reconcile this distinct ad- 
|| mission that the gas companies have done nothing of which 
|| the public have right to complain, with the infliction on them 
ijof a bill of pains and penalties, which nothing but proved mis- 
|| conduct of the grossest kind could justify. It is evident, how- 
|| ever, from what Mr. Estcourt said in the House, and from what 
|| passed before the select committee when they reassembled on 
Friday last, that the committee did not fully comprehend what 
would be the effect of the provisions they had introduced in the 
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| but it has not been proved to be so in the case of the gas 





SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


bill, nor how exceedingly objectionable they would be to the 
gas companies. 
It is said that in the number of counsellors there is wisdom ; 
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companies before the committee. They had engaged a host 
of the most eminent counsel to advocate their cause, but on 
more than one occasion, when most wanted, those learned 
gentlemen were absent in other committee rooms, where their 
services had been also engaged; and so it happened on the 
morning the committee reassembled. Mr. Hope Scott, who 
had been fully instructed in the case, was occupied elsewhere, 
and as the committee would not wait for him, Mr. Baxter, the 
Parliamentary agent, was unexpectedly obliged to address the 
committee, and state the objections of the companies to the || 
bill in its present shape. This he did in a remarkably able 
and efficient manner, and when Mr. Hope Scott at length made | 
his appearance, it was arranged that the further proceedings | 
should be continued without the presence of counsel on either | 
side. Mr. Baxter went through the several clauses of the| 
bill to which the companies objected, as indicated in the 
notices given by Mr. F. Russell as amendments he should have 
moved if the bill had not been recommitted. The principal | 
amendments proposed were the following :—The incorporation | 
of the Gas-Works Clauses Act entire, and not in the emascu- || 
lated state proposed in the bill; the omission of the seven | 
clauses relating to the appointment of inspectors, and the in- || 
sertion in their place of other clauses giving power to the Presi- | | 
dent of the Board of Trade to appoint, not a permanent inspector, | 
but, as in the case of the water companies, an officer pro re || 
nata, to inquire and report, should any complaints be made by | 
not less than twenty gas consumers, of the quantity or quality 
of the gas supplied by any company ; to qualify the clause re- 
lating to the illuminating power and purity by introducing the 
word “unless prevented by frost, unusual scarcity of coals, or 
other unavoidable cause or accident,” and to substitute the 
usual test of purity by test-papers instead of the quantity test || 
as stated in the bill; as regards the price of gas, to maintain |, 
the existing maximum of 6s. for common gas, and to fix an 8s. || 
maximum for 18-cannel gas; it was proposed to omit all the || 
clauses from 42 to 52 inclusive, relating to the price of cannel || 
gas, the regulation of the illuminating power, the auditing of || 
the accounts by inspectors, and giving power to those | 
officers to fix the rate of dividend, to diminish the price of | 
gas when any company has earned 8 per cent., and compelling | 
the companies to have maps of their districts made and open 
to inspection ; and the last amendment proposed was, to give 
gas companies the power to open the streets to lay down and 
repair their mains and pipes. 

Mr.‘ Baxter enforced the adoption of the proposed amend- 
ments with. cogent arguments, which evidently produced an 
effect on the committee. With respect to the reserved fund 
allowed by the Gas-Works Clauses Act, the chairman was 
under the impression that the companies claimed to have a re- 
served fund equal to 10 per cent. of their capital in addition 
to a depreciation-fund ; but Mr. Baxter clearly stated that all 
they require is to have the reserved fund maintained, and that | 
they make no claim to have a separate fund for depreciation. | 
He urged most strongly that the gas companies, against whom 
no claim had been substantiated, and whose property is ex- 
posed to the risk of probable injury by newly discovered means 
of illumination, should receive at least the same consideration 
from Parliament as the water companies, against whom there | 
had existed good grounds of complaint, and whose property | 
is not exposed to similar risks. With respect to the proposed | 
maximum price of gas, Mr. Baxter said the companies are wil- || 
ling to be bound not to raise the present prices, unless they | 
could prove to the satisfaction of the Board of Trade, that cir- | 
cumstances warranted such advance, and they were willing, || 
also, to submit their accounts to the inspection of an indepen- 
dent auditor, to determine whether the profits amounted to 
more than was prescribed by the Gas-Works Clauses Act. 
When arguing the claim of the gas companies to have power | 
to open the streets to lay down their mains, the chairman ex- || 
pressed his concurrence, that if the companies were bound to || 
supply gas they should have the power given them to do so. 

Mr. Wyatt, the Parliamentary agent for the promoters, could 
adduce but feetle arguments in support of the bill as it stands ; 
and we imagine that now the committee are made acquainted 
with the objectionable character of many of its provisions they 
will be less inclined to adopt Mr. Wyatt’s suggestions than 
when he and Mr. Hughes were their only guides in arranging 
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the clauses. One statement of his, that inno one instance has 
the Gas-Works Clauses Act operated in reducing the price of 
gas, was contradicted by adducing the case of Liverpool, in 
which town the price of cannel gas has been reduced to 3s. 9d. 
per 1000 feet by the operation of that Act. At the conclu- 
sion of the day’s proceedings, the committee adjourned till 
Tuesday (this day), when witnesses will be examined. The 
Chairman expressed anxiety that there should be no loss of 
time ; and, as the absence of counsel will tend to expedite pro- 
ceedings, the bill may probably be re-amended in the course 
of this week, and we trust it will be-presented to the House in 
such a form as no longer to deserve the title we have given it. 

Some of the daily papers have discussed the Metropolis 
Gas Bill in a spirit adverse to the companies, and in the reck~- 
less random manner in which they usually deal with practical 
matters that they do not understand. The Daily News, appa- 
rently prompted by some of the parish agitators, speaks about 
the doom of the gas monopoly having been sealed by the bill, 
in ignorance that the monopoly is recognized, commended, and 
rendered continual by the very preamble of the bill which is 
said to have destroyed it. In the same spirit it talks of “the 
hollowness and factiousness of the gas monopolists’ case” 
having been exposed in the House of Commons, when every 
independent Member who spoke on the subject expressed his 
opinion that the bill as reported by the committee required to 
be recommitted. The Morning Post, also, has an article on 
the bill, which seems to have been written by two individuals, 
entertaining opposite opinions. It commences by abusing the 
metropolitan gas companies even more furiously than its con- 
temporary, and asserts, with utter disregard of truth, that the 
price which the public were called upon to pay for their gas 
*‘ grew higher and higher, while its quality grew worse.” 
This state of things, we are told, gave rise to the present bill ; 
but the remedy appears, in the second portion of the article, 
to be worse than the disease. The bill is condemned, no less 
strongly than the companies, for the unjustifiable manner in 
which it proposes to deal with vested interests. We might, 
indeed, quote several passages from the article in support of 
the view we have taken of the character the bill; and we fuily 
agree with the writer in the hope with which the article con- 
cludes, ‘‘ that the promoters of the bill and the gas companies 


may yet reconcile their differences, and that a measure which | 
| shall be marked on the outside as its measuring capacity per hour, the air 


shall protect the public without unduly interfering with exist- 
ing rights, may be passed in the present session.” 


—. = 


@irrular to Gas Companies. 


Tue strong feeling manifested in the House of Commons on 
the 4th inst., when Mr. Craufurd moved that the House re- 
solve itself into committee on his ‘‘ Highways, Roads, &c.,” 
Bill, and the summary rejection of the bill without a division 
or even a debate, have justified the opinion we expressed on 








'|the subject when the promoters waited upon the Home Secre- 


tary in April last, with the view of inducing him to take 
charge of such a measure. The Gas-Works Clauses Act of 
1847 was specially passed for the regulation of gas companies, 
and it is absurd to suppose that Parliament will ever grant 
statutory powers to owners of gas-works for breaking up the 
highways, unless they adopt that Act and submit themselves 
to its provisions. Nevertheless, a watchful eye should be con- 
stantly kept on all such movements, as we believe it was by 
mere accident that the true object of the misnamed Highways, 
Roads, &c., Bill, was discovered, and its further progress this 
year defeated. The influences which produced the movement 
are still active, and may be expected to develop themselves in 
some other shape whenever a favourable opportunity may pre- 
sent itself. 

The select committee to whom all the amendment bills of 
the Sale of Gas Act have been referred held their first meeting 
on the 9th inst., with closed doors, and refused that day to 
hear either witnesses or counsel. It is understood that they 
adopted the Bill No. 3, which we republished last week in 
extenso, as the basis of their deliberations; that they were 
engaged during that and the succeeding sitting in going 
through its clauses; and that they settled all of them with the 
exception of the 19th, or testing clause, against which—osten- 
sibly, at least—opposition to the bill is principally directed. 
The main provisions of the bill are assented to by the Meter 
Makers’ Association, by the Committee of the Provincial Gas 
Companies, and by the London Gas Companies—the only two 
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petitions against it being from Messrs. Croll, Rait, and Co., and | 
Mr. Glover, who have united together to oppose any amend- || 
ment, and claim to have Lord Redesdale’s Act, and nothing | 
but the Act carried out. | 
On reference to the testing clause of the No. 3 bill, it will 
be seen that the chief point, as it affects dry meter makers, is 
the requirement that the meters shall be tested by passing 
atmospheric air through them at the rate of only one-tenth 
part of the quantity per hour of their measuring capacity, 
This provision was introduced because the testing clause of the |, 
Act fails to protect gas companies against the imperfect action | 
of dry meters, for it will be readily understood that, if there 
be any leakage in the valves, it will continue the same when 
the meter is passing a small as when passing its full quantity ; 
therefore, though such a meter may be only 3 per cent. slow 
when tested in full action, it may be 20 per cent. slow when 
in use with an average consumption of gas. The dry meter- 
makers generally do not object to the proposed method of 
testing ; the opposition arises only from the two firms we have 
mentioned. The gas companies wish to reduce the pressure || 
at which the meters are proposed to be tested from half an 
inch to two-tenths. This alteration is opposed, and with some 
reason, by the meter makers, on the ground that, though a| 
pressure of two-tenths may be sufficient to set a new meter in || 
action, yet, when a meter has lain by for some time, a greater 
pressure is required, and, unless provision be made for such a 
a contingency, many good meters would be rejected. The 
following is the testing clause as proposed to be amended by | 
the Meter Manufacturers’ Association :— | 
Every new or repaired meter shall be delivered to the inspector for 
the purpose of being tested in such condition that the number of revo- 
lutions or complete repetitions of the action of the meter may be conveniently 
counted; and the following rules shall be observed by the inspectors in 
testing all meters under the provisions of this Act, the meters being in all 
cases placed level on a horizontal base, and all meters in which the capacity 
of the measuring-chamber is regulated or adjusted by means of water or any | 
other liquid shall be charged with water or other liquid of the same tempera- 
ture as the air in the room in which the testing takes place, or as near thereto 
as possible; firstly, the capability of a meter to measure the quantity of gas 
per hour marked on the outside shall be tested by passing atmospheric air 
through it at the rate per hour marked on the meter, and all meters found 


| capable of supplying that quantity with an uniform pressure upon the inlet 


equal to a column of water one-half of an inch high, shall be deemed 


| capable of measuring the quantity of gas per hour marked thereon; secondly, 
| the per centage of error of a meter shall be tested by passing through it 


atmospheric air at the rate of one-tenth part of the quantity per hour which 


of the room in which such testing shall be made being as nearly as prac- 


| ticable of the same temperature as the air passed through the meter; and 
| if the revolutions or repetitions of a complete action of the meter indicate 
| no greater per centages of error than are tolerated by this Act, such meter 


shall be deemed to be an accurate meter within the meaning of this Act, 
and may be stamped upon one or more drop or drops of soft metal so ap- 
plied as to’ prevent such meter from being opened without defacing the, 
stamp thereon; but any meter in which the per centages of error shall be 
greater than are tolerated by this Act shall not be stamped: provided al-.| 
ways, that a meter the measuring capacity of which at one revolution or | 


| complete action is marked on the outside thereof to be five cubic feet or 





more may be tested for percentage of error by means of a stamped meter 
of not less than one-tenth of its measuring capacity, such meter being first 
accurately adjusted to the true standard of measurement, and such testing 
shall be deemed to be as valid as if it had been performed by means of a 
gasometer. 

The amendments proposed to be made in the bill by the) 
committee of the provincial gas companies do not, with two || 
exceptions, affect its principle, but are confined to emendations | 
in the wording of the clauses, to render them more clear and 
definite, and so far they are improvements. In the 16th 
clause, however, a proviso is introduced, allowing only 1 per 
cent. of error in the testing of dry meters ; and it is proposed 
to substitute for the specific rules for testing indices more 
general regulations, by which the makers of meters are made 
responsible for the accuracy of the indices. The absence of 
any provision for the testing of indices is generally admitted 
to be a defect in the Act, which this bill would remedy. We 
may notice as a curious fact illustrative of the absurdity of 
legal phraseology, that in all the amendments which have been | 
proposed in Lord Redesdale’s Act, one important clerical error 
has been overlooked, in consequence of the mass of verbiage 
which screens it from detection. In the clause of the Act 
which requires models of gasholders containing multiples or| 
decimal parts of a cubic foot to be made, the word “ gas-| 
holders” is omitted, and the clause actually provides that “ the) 
said cubic foot” shall be made “‘ with proper balances, indices, |) 
and apparatus for testing the measurement and registration of || 
meters.” The amended bills improve on the blunder by)! 
attaching to the said cubic foot graduated scales and proper || 
counterbalances for regulating and maintaining an equal || 
pressure ! 
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The association of the names of Messrs. Croll and Glover 
once more is a peculiar feature of the opposition to the amend- 
ment of the Sale of Gas Act. They have petitioned the 
House of Commons separately and jointly, they have applied 
to be heard by counsel, and they have published their reasons 
against the bill No. 3. These “reasons ” are, in nearly every 
instance, merely captious objections to the details of the bill 
that would not affect the practical working of the measure, 
and most of them are met by the amendments proposed by 
the committee of provincial gas companies. The only point 
of the least importance is the objection to the clause which 
provides for the testing of meters on the premises of the 
makers with their own stamped gasholders, which arrange- 


against fraud and error. 
examination shall only take place so long as the copies of the 
model gasholders shall remain uninjured ; and the inspector is 
authorized to test them from time to time. This objection, 
and some others are founded on the supposition that meter 
manufacturers wou!d fraudulently make false measures, a sus- 
picion that it is quite unworthy of Messrs. Croll and Glover to 
entertain, and which we feel assured no members of the trade 
deserve, 

The committee have stoutly resisted the pressure that has 
been put upon them, and have positively refused to heat 
counsel, or to hear evidence on any other part of the bill than 
the testing clause; and even on that clause not to examine 
more than one witness for each of the parties interested ; in- 
‘|cluding the dry and the wet meter makers, the provincial gas 
companies, and the promoters of the bill. The Gas-Meter 
Manufacturers’ Association have appointed Mr. Defries and 
Mr. Crosley as their witnesses on behalf of the dry and wet 
/|meter makers; but as Messrs. Croll and Glover have with- 
drawn from the association, they deny the right of any dele- 
gate from that body to represent their interests, and will no 
doubt endeavour to obtaina hearing for themselves. 














Correspondence, 


MR. 8. HUGHES AND THE CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 

Srr,—In your Journat of the 19th ult., there appeared a re- 
port of a meeting of the Westminster Local Board of Works, at 
which Mr. Samuel Hughes is stated to have commented on the 
evidence given by me before the committee of the House of 
Commons upon the Metropolis Gas Bill. In consequence of that 
'|report, I have thought it necessary to address a communication to 
the clerk of the board, a copy of which accompanies this letter, and 
\|I shall feel obliged by your allowing it a place in your next 
publication. 


Chartered Gas-Works, July 12, 1860. 





5S. Apams Beck. 





Copy. 
Chartered Gas Works, July 12th, 1860. 

Sir,—My attention was some time since called to a report in the Gas 
JouRNAL of the proceedings at a Local Board of Works for Westminster held 
on the 8th ult., and I regret that no further meeting has enabled me to 
advert at an earlier period to what then took place, 

At that meeting, Mr. Samuel Hughes is reported, in coarse and vulgar 
language, to have impugned the correctness of the evidence given by me 
on oath before the committee of the House of Commons on the Metropolis 
Gas Bill, relative to the proceedings between the local authorities of St. 
John’s and St. Margaret’s, Westminster, and the Chartered Gas Company. 

Ihave no right to complain that Mr. Hughes should use that language 
with which he is most familiar, and I should indeed be fastidious to require 
from him a knowledge of the courtesy usual between gentlemen. I haye, 
however, a right to complain that he should, behind my back, try to mislead 
a public board of which he is a member by a denial of the truth of evidence, 
in respect of which he did not, by his counsel when I was before the com- 
mittee, venture to ask one single question by way of refutation, and in which 
he did not, in his speech before your board, pretend to point out one single 
inaccuracy. 

The proceedings which have at various times unfortunately taken place 
|| between the parish authorities and the Chartered Gas Company, are, with 
||One exception, matters of public notoriety and of record in the Court of 
|| Queen’s Bench, the police court, and your own minutes, and there can, there- 
|| fore, be no possible doubt about them. 
|| The proceedings of the special committee, appointed by your board to in- 
| guire into any nuisance committed by the company, may not be so well 
| 
| 
| 





known, but the minutes of those proceedings will prove that my evidence on 
|| this point also is true to the very letter. I have therefore to request, as a 
matter of justice to myself, and in order to disabuse the minds of any 
members of your board who may perchance have been misled by Mr. 

ughes’s statements, that you will bring before them at their next meeting, 
the minutes of evidence given before that special committee on the 30th 








} jof March, 1857, by the witnesses Mallison, Wapling, and Atkins, and on 
|| which day Mr, Shedlock was in the chair; and on which day, also, it appears 
||4 person of the name of Hughes was present as one of the committee, but 
| who, I presume, cannot be the Mr. Samuel Hughes of whose statements I 
;|8M now complaining, and which it is incredible that even he could have 
||made had he been present on that occasion.—I am, sir, your most obedient 

servant, (Signed) 8. Apams Brcx. 
R. Jebb, Esq., Westminster Local Board of Works. 
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ment, it is said, would deprive the public of any security | 
But the clause provides that such | 


| worked by the water in the indicator, and guiding the float by means of a 
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Register of Pew Patents. 
13.—Davim Hutery, of 55, and 56, High Holboyn, London, gas engineer, 

for “* Improvements in apparatus for measuring gas, and in apparatus for | 

indicating the pressure of gas.” Provisional protection only obtained. | | 

Dated Jan. 3, 1860. 
These improvements consist firstly, in making the front or box in gas- 
meters in an oval or circular form for the purpose of reducing the labour || 
in the manufacture thereof. | 

2. In placing the valve in the passage to the outlet in order that the || 
pressure of the gas may tend to raise the valve instead of depressing it as 
in ordinary meters, 

3. In placing the valve at the back of the meter, so that should the | | 
meter be tilted, the valve will fall and shut off the gas. 1} 

4, In making a communication between the charge-spout aud waste- || 
water box with the upper part of the meter, to prevent gas from being || 
fraudulently extracted by drawing off the water. || 

5. In making the water-line reservoir as small as possible, so that the | 
displacement from the same shall not interfere with the measuring-chamber. | 

6. Animproved mode of shewing the water-line by means of an indi- || 
cator operated upon by the water in the meter. 

7. In attaching a spout or syphon to the waste-water box by means of 
a union or screw, to give greater facility for its removal. 

8. In working the finger of the dial in gas pressure indicators by means 
of a grooved rack or toothed segment attached to a float operated upon or 


rod fixed to it, the other end of which turns freely upon a hinge joint or 
other similar means attached to any convenient part of the indicator, 

9. In working the dial of pressure indicators or gauges by means of an 
inverted cup floating or immersed in mercury, a rod being attached to the 
top to actuate the finger of the dial, or by having mercury in an inverted 
syphon with a rod working the hand or finger of the dial or working over 
a pulley similar to the action of a barometer hand. 
21.—Grorcr Davies, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, London, and 28, 

Enoch Square, Glasgow, civil engineer and patent agent, for “ Jmprove- 

ments applicable to nibs or burners for gas.” Patent dated Jan. 4, 1860, 
It is well known that in the combustion of gas for lighting purposes, the 
flame, which is obtained by means of the crdinary nib or burner, is par- 
tially of a bluish tinge, which part of the said flame gives little or no light; 
and it is to remedy this imperfection that the present invention is designed. 
The invention consists principally in applying to such nibs or burners 
metallic wicks of various forms and dimensions, according to circumstances. 
This system of metallic wicks may be applied to all kinds of nibs or 
burners, and according to the form of the nib or burner; and the pressure 
of the gas will give an increase of from 20 to 50 per cent. of illuminating 

ower, 
, The wicks can be made of any metal, or of any other material that will 
resist the heat, and may be cylindrical, conical, spherical, hollow, solid, 
flat, or of other form, or they may be made of one or more wires 
twisted or interwoven, or of thin plate, perforated or otherwise, according 
to the form of nib or burner employed. 

The object of these wicks is to guide the gas in any required direction, 
and to divide, enlarge, and expand the flame; at the same time, the 
wick, being elevated to a high temperature, elevates that of the gas also, 
causing it to mix more intimately with the air, rendering its combustion 
more easy, quicker, and more perfect, and consequently the flame is more 
intense, and possesses greater illuminating power. 

Another improvement consists in forming a nib, with one or more holes 
pierced obliquely, and so arranging the wick that the gas shall impinge 
against its surface, and produce a large flat flame similar to the batswing 
burner. 

The claims are for :— 

1, The application of wicks to all kinds of gas-burners for the purposes 
above described, whatever may be the material, form, dimension, or com- 
position of the said wicks. 

2. The particular construction of gas-burner shown in the drawings, 
and above described. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
1201.—Domincos Saint Acata, of Lisbon, for ‘An improved disinfee- 
tant.”’ May 16, 1860. 

1242.—_James Corcutt, of 26, Kirby Street, Hatton Garden, London, 
chemist, for “ Improvements in manufacturing gas and carbon or lamp- 
black in one and the same apparatus, and in the apparatus employed 
therein, and for means and apparatus for rendering the gas applicable for 
lighting of ships, lighthouses, mines, and ali other places where gas can be 
used.” May 21, 1860. 

1480.—Tuomas Wiri1am Keates, of Chatham Place, Blackfriars, 
London, consulting chemist, for ‘An improved mode of separating car- 
bonic acid gas from the gaseous products derived from the distillation of 
peat and other vegetable matter.’ June 18, 1860. 

1521.— Water Macrarrang, of Glasgow, N.B., engineer, for “ Im- 
provements in water-closcts, and sewerage and sanitary apparatus or ap- 
pliances.’ June 22, 1860. 

1530.—James Wann, of Queen Street, Pimlico, London, for “ Jmprove- 
ments in water-closets.”’ June 23, 1860. 

1532.—Henry Jones, of North Devon Pottery Company, Annery, near 
Bideford, for ‘* Jmprouements in water-closets.” June 23, 1860. 

1544.—Wi.1aM Hicernnorrom, of Whitlington, Derbyshire, contractor, 
for * Improvements in pipe-joints and valves for gas or water-mains, and 
sanitary purposes generally.” June 25, 1860. 

1563.—CuRIsTOPHER Bryxs, of Parliament Street, Westminster, London, 
for “* Improvements in manufacturing oxygen gas.” June 28, 1860. 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
573.—Davip Cuapwick, of Salford, gentleman, and Hersexrr Frost, of 
Manchester, engineer, for “ Improvements in apparatus Jor measuring 

water and other liquids.”” March 1, 1860. 
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760.—Witu1am Stump Lewis, of Moseley Street, Manchester, merchant, 
for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of illuminating gas.’ A com- 
munication. March 23, 1860. 

1242.—Jamzs Corcutt, of 26, Kirby Street, Hatton Garden, London, 
chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in manufacturing gas and carbon or lamp- 
black, in one or the same apparatus, and in the apparatus employed therein, 
and for means and apparatus for rendering the gas applicable for lighting 
of ships, lighthouses, mines, and all other places where gas can be used,” 
May 21, 1860. 

1337.—Wi111am Renwick Bownrrcu, clerk of St. Andrew’s, Wakefield, 
Yorkshire, for ‘* Improvements in the purification of coal gas and of coal 
oils,’ May 31, 1860. 

1412,— ALEXANDER ANnGus CrotL, of Coleman Street, London, engineer, 
for ‘* Improvements in the purification of gas.’ June 8, 1860. 








Parltamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNEsDAY, JULY 4. 
HIGHWAYS, ROADS, &c., BILL. 

Mr. CRAUFURD, in moving that the House resolve itself into committee on 
this bill said : I am anxious to make a few observations, and the more so be- 
cause it appears to me considerable misapprehension has arisen as to my object 
in introducing this measure to the notice of the House. It has happened, 
by a combination of circumstances, that this bill has passed a second reading 
without my having been called upon to make any statement with regard to 
it. Now, I beg to assure the House that I have had no intention whatever 
of taking advantage of any factitious circumstance to introduce a measure 
which might involve large interests, and that in introducing it I only desired 
to bring to the notice of the House what appeared to me to be an objection- 
able state of the law; and if, by any circumstance, the bill has passed a 
second reading without a discussion upon it, it was not my wish that it 
should be so, but it was because no member rose or made the slightest objec- 
tion to it when the bill was read a second time. If objection had been taken 
to it, I should have been quite ready to have postponed the bill. I am the 
more pleased at having an opportunity of making a statement at this stage 
of the bill, because an erroneous impression has gone abroad, owing to the 
title of the bill; an imputation—no, I will not say an imputation, because I 
am sure there is no honourable member would think, from my conduct in 
this House, that I had any intention to mislead the House. (Hear, hear.) 
I may say that there is nothing informal in the title of the bill, and the 
reason of its being framed in this way and being brought in is, that on ac- 
count of a decision in the Court of Queen’s Bench this result has been arrived 
at, that by the common law of this country, in | case where a person pr a 
company has obtained the consent of the local authorities to open a street or 
a highway, after the se has been made, though it may have been 
effected in the way the least objectionable, and without interfering in the 
least degree with the public convenience, any person has a right to indict 
the persons who make the opening for a nuisance. That is not the case in 
Scotland. In that country the consent of the comimissioners or trustees 
having the control of the road is quite sufficient. The law assumes that the 
consent of the parties having charge of the management of the road is a suf- 
ficient protection to the public, and that, having given that permission, no 
one can interfere; but the parties are bound to repair the road again. The 
question therefore is, whether the parties who have the control of the road 
should be entitled to supersede the common law, and give license to persons 
to open the road, and the case that was decided in the Queen’s Bench is so 
extreme that it brings that question to an issue. Those who have taken an 
interest in the question of water or gas-works are aware that by a decision 
in the Sheffield Gas-Works case the court gave judgment against the parties 
who had opened the road, but it was distinctly stated by Lord Campbell that 
there was no evidence that any consent had been applied for and obtained ; 
and therefore, so long as the law remained on the ground of the decision in 
the Sheffield case, it was still doubtful, under the dictum of Lord Campbell, 
whether the road might not be opened with the consent of the proper con- 
tracting parties. But in the case to which I have alluded, and which came 
from the Potteries and was decided a short time ago, the question took a 
more extensive position. In that case the parties opening the road had the 
consent of the town commissioners; they had the consent of the inhabitants 
in public meeting assembled; they had the consent also of the Board of High- 
ways and of the steward of the manor, and therefore they had the consent of 
every body having an interest in the locality. The court, however, held 
that that was not suflicient, that the opening of the road was a nui- 
sance at common law, and that a stranger living three miles off was 
entitled to indict the parties for a nuisance. Now, I am perfectly aware 
that there are other circumstances connected with that case which may 
be considered as affording sufficient reasons for believing that a proper 
|| decision was arrived at. They may have been interfering with parties who 
had powers by Act of Parliament. But that does not appear in the 
report of the case in the Queen’s Bench. The result of that decision 
would be, that in any small town where the inhabitants were anxious either 
to erect gas-works to light the town, or to construct water-works for the con- 
venience of the town, and where the town was toosmall to make it worth their 
|| while to come to Parliament at an expense of perhaps £1000 or £2000, they 
were in this position, that, though they might open the roads with the con- 
|| sent of the local authorities having charge of the roads, and with the consent 
|| of the inhabitants, still it might be in the power of any individuals in the 
|| locality, for purposes of their own, to indict the parties for a nuisance, and 
so put a stop to works which were carried on for the benefit of the inhabit- 
ants. Now it appeared to me that that was a state of the law that ought to 
|| be altered. The object of this bill is to enable those who have the control of 
|| the roads to give their consent. I brought the matter forward in the spirit 
||} of competition. I thought it well that there should be a check over gas and 
water companies in small localities where the results that usually follow 
from monopoly began to show themselves. But having introduced my bill 
on that principle, I felt that I was bound to respect, and that I should stand 
|| very little chance in this House unless I respected, the interests of those who 
||had obtained powers from Parliament, and I have therefore introduced 
|| provisos to effect that object. But respecting those interests in no way im- 
|| pedes the great and main object of my bill, which is to enable small commu- 
|| nities in the provinces, who have not the means both of constructing those 
'| works and coming to Parliament for powers to carry on those works. Now 
|, L understand that the provisos I have introduced are not satisfactory ; but 
|| honourable members will see that it was difficult to frame a bill which would 

meet every case that might possibly arise. My anxiety has been to meet, 
jas far as I could, the objections that were reasonable. Now I wish shortly 








——__—- = 





| carry on their works. The clause next goes on to enact, that in those places 


| ties may establish works or lay mains for either of those purposes, but no 





to state the way in which the first clause is drawn. In the first place, I say 
that where works have been already established by the authority of Acts 
of Parliament—and which, of course, do not require the authority of this 
bill—and where works have been started and carried on on sufferance, and 
where, I presume, they having gone on undisturbed, they have the assent of 
all the parties interested, the bill enacts that those parties may continue to 
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where there are no works either for gas or water, where the permission is 
obtained of the local authorities, coupled with the sanction of the vestry, par- 


new works would be established under this bill where there are works already 
established. But there is a proviso. The first part of the clause states that 
works already established shall not be interfered with; but I contemplated 
such a case as this: in a large district a particular company will have parlia- 
mentary powers without having exercised them to the full extent; and there 
is a company, perhaps, that they have not interfered with, also established 
by Act of Parliament. That is a class of cases which I was bound to look at, 
and my proviso points to them. The works of existing companies established 
by Act of Parliament will not be interfered with, but there are many places 
where the parties have not exercised their powers; and it may be presumed 
that it is not worth their while to retain them in that locality. (Cries of 
* Divide.””) There may be new streets built——(renewed cries of ** Divide, | | 
divide,” in which the remainder of the sentence was lost). It has been sup- 
posed that this bill would enable parties to come in and light those streets, 
simply because there were no mains already laid under the provisions of the 
local Act; but that is a misapprehension, because no person can erect works | | 
in any place where there are already works established. (Renewed cries of 
“‘Divide.”) I think, after the very strong representations that have 
been made from the provinces and by honourable members in their 
places, it is only fair that I should have an opportunity of stating the 
object of the bill. I can assure honourable gentlemen that, if after having 
stated it, I find the objections to the bill are still so strong that I can! 
sge no fair prospect of passing the bill this session, I shall not take up || 
the time of the House, but shall withdraw it. I only want to state the|| 
object I had in introducing the bill. The case that I was pointing}, 
out was that of new streets where there are parliamentary powers, and || 
I was showing that these would not be attacked by my bill. At any rate, || 
it was not my intention to attack them, and I should be glad if honourable 
members would point out any objection they may have to parts of the bill, in || 
order that it may be altered. I have done all I can to meet the various cases, 
but if there are other cases which have not occurred to me, I am ready to 
meet them. (Cries of ‘“* Withdraw.””) If an amendment be made to the 
proviso for excluding from the operation of the Act any district over which || 
powers are already granted by Act of Parliament, and if I see that that is the | 
view entertained by the House, I shall not be prepared to resist it. When || 
I have thus shown that I am anxious to meet all fair and reasonable objections | | 
to the bill, I trust that the House may be disposed to let me proceed with the | | 
consideration of the bill this session, in order that we come to some fair || 
understanding of the basis on which legislation should go. The main object | | 
I have is to remove the difficulty in the way of small localities, so as to enable | | 
them, without the expense of obtaining an Act of Parliament, to carry on || 
works for the benefit of those localities. But there is one interest—not that 
of the gas and water companies—which I cannot shut my eye to. (Inter- || 
ruption, and cries of ‘* Divide.’’) 





The interest which I allude to is the || 
interest of certain gentlemen whose profession and business it is to conduct | | 
and take the management of private bills. It is for the House to consider 
what claim these gentlemen may have. I am certain the House will not be 
willing to listen to any claim for compensation, but I may say that there is 
a great deal too much private legislation. Iam the last man to take power 
from the House. My object is not that; but I wish to draw the attention of 
the House to the enormous mischief of private legislation. Every year we 
are adding five hundred exceptional laws to the general law of the country. 
We are granting monopolies; we are causing enormous expenditure to be | 
incurred, and the question of private legislation should be seriously con-| 
sidered as to the extent to which we are to go in it. If we are to give these 
powers, we should proceed on a principle. We should lay down a principle, 
which we have done to a certain extent in the Land Clauses Consolidation 
Act, and other Acts of a general nature; and I think it would bo for our 
advantage to carry out our legislation in that respect in that direction to a} 
much greater extent than it has been carried out hitherto. So far as this | 
bill is concerned, no doubt it will considerably curtail the number of bills that |! 
will be brought before us, because, if the bill be carried in the general shape | 
in which I should wish to see it pass into a law, it will prevent the necessity | 
of coming to this House for powers, unless it be in certain exceptional cases, | 
and where the circumstances of the locality require it. (Cries of ‘* Divide.’’) | 
And this is a matter that appears to me worthy of consideration; and I think | 
that my bill will give an opportunity of considering the general as well as | 
the particular question. I have no wish, however, to force it on an unwilling || 
House, and perhaps I may be permitted to say that the object I had in view 
was only a public object. (Loud cries of ** Withdraw.”’) 

Mr. Spooner moved that the House resolve itself into committee on the || 
bill that day three months, which was put and carried, 


METROPOLIS GAS REGULATION BILL. | 

The House having gone into committee on this bill, 
Mr. STANILAND, who had a notice on the paper of his intention to move 
that the House would, upon that day three months, resolve itself into com- 
mittee on the bill, said: I am sure, when I inform the House that the | 


. 
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| 
| 
amount of capital invested in gas-works in the metropolis alone is some | 
millions of money, aud when I turther tell the House that this is a matter in || 
which the credit of Parliament is concerned, I am sure that I shall obtain a | 
patient hearing, though it 1s necessary that [ should detain the House at | | 
some length while I call their attention to the position in which this matter || 
stands, The committee to which this bill was referred having sat for 21 
days—a committee presided over by a gentleman who has deservedly the 
respect of every member of this House—the House will see that I have under- 
taken a task of no ordinary difficulty. The House is aware that it has 
always been the policy of our legislation to encourage the investment of 
capital in national undertakings in this country, and, therefore, in all the 
bills which have passed this House for the purpose of forming companies with 
national objects, it has on the one hand been the desire of the House to secure 
to the parties a fair remuneration for their capital, while on the other hand 
it has imposed such restrictions as shou!d at the same time secure the public 
interest. I will venture to remind the House of the legislation in 1844, for 
the purpose of encouraging the investment of capital in that description of 
property. In an Act of that year it was provided that, if at any time or 
within 21 years of that period, it should be shown to the Government {hat a 
railway was on an average paying 10 per cent., it should be competent for 
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the Government to cut down the rates on railways; but with this provision, 
that if the Government thought fit to cut down the charges for the benefit of 
the public, they should at the same time guarantee a maximum rate of 10 per 
cent. to the proprietors of the railway. It was further declared by that Act 
that it should not apply to capital already raised for these purposes, but 
capital that should thereafter be raised. That being the state of things in 
reference to railways in 1847—there having been some short time previously 
works established in all the larger and most of the smaller towns throughout 
the kingdom—works established for the supply of water and gas—the Go- 
vernment of that day introduced two measures applicable to gas and water, 
declaring that it should be competent to the gas and water companies to de- 
clare dividends of 10 per cent. if their profits enabled them to do so; but 
that, after they had formed a reserved fund to the amount of one-tenth of 
their capital, the public were tocome in and participate in the increased profits 
by a reduction of the charges for gas po water. That was the state of 
things in 1847, in reference to that description of property ; but, since the 
passing of those Acts, various Acts of Parliament have been passed, called 
special Acts, applicable to particular towns and particular companies applying 
for legislative powers. In those special Acts, the model Act has been incor- 
porated so that these incorporated companies have had the power, if their 
= enabled them to do so, of paying 10 per cent. and of accumulating a 
und, called a reserve-fund, for the purpose of meeting such depreciations as 
might arise, and of equalizing the dividend. And, after doing that, if the 
profits still permitted, they might reduce the charges so that the public might 
—— in the advantages. In consequence of these Acts of Parliament 

aving been passed, a very large amount has been expended on these under- 
takings. In the article of gas no less a sum than 36 millions has been expended 
in the United Kingdom, of which 6 millions have been expended in the 
metropolis. Besides this, there is the debenture debt, and the amount of 
capital invested in water works, so that altogether the enormous sum of 
36 millions has been expended on the faith of Acts of Parliament, solemnly 
and deliberately passed, declaring that these parties who thus invested their 
money should be entitled to earn and divide a profit not exceeding 10 per 
cent. That is the state of things at this moment as regards capital invested 
in these undertakings, but I think it right, at the same time, to tell the 
House that whenever any of these old companies have come to Parliament 
within the last three or four years, for the extension of their capital, Par- 
liament has very properly said that, with respect to the further capital, there 
should be a smaller maximum dividend ; but in no one case has Parliament 
interfered to cut down the maximum dividend of 10 per cent., given in 
respect of the old capital. When I say that, I do not mean to say they have 
not made any alteration, but it has been in this way : a company has come 
for powers to raise further capital, for which 8 per cent. only could be given, 
and it has been left to the directors to say in which way they would prefer 
it—whether they would have one uniform rate or have two distinct rates, 10 
per cent. for the old capital and 8 per cent. for thenew; and that is the only 
way in which Parliament has up to this moment ever attempted to repeal the 
Acts which have been passed guaranteeing to the parties who have invested 
their capital in these undertakings 10 per cent. out of the profits. Why, as 
recently as 1854, the Imperial Gas Company, with a capital of a million and 
a quarter, came to Parliament for the —. of raising a further sum of 
| £600,000. And what did Parliament do? Why it investigated the affairs 
jof the company. The districts of Marylebone and St. Pancras opposed the 
| bill, but it was not a dishonest opposition. ‘They said, ‘‘ You are oppressive 
|in your management; you cut off supplies. You make an in-coming tenant 
|pay the rate of an out-going tenant. But neither of those vestries in 1854 
ventured to deny that those companies that earned 10 per cent. had the 
right to divide that amount. And what was the consequence? Parliament 
granted their request, incorporated in their Act the Gas Companies Clauses 
Act of 1847, and gave them a right to receive a dividend of 10 per cent. on 
the £600,000. And, so recently as last session, the City Gas Company 
came to this House for further powers, and though Parliament then did 
that which it had not done before—limited the price to 5s. per 1000, 
whereas uniformly these special Acts had previously a limit of 6s.—still 
it incorporated the Gas Clauses Act of 1847 with the bill, and the 
City of London Gas Company is entitled to pay a dividend of 10 per cent. if it 
cap make it out of its profits. In this state of things, you have had the public 
on the faith of these imperial guarantees coming forward with this large sum 
of £36,000,000, and investing it in these undertakings: and what has been 
the consequence? Two of the greatest necessities of life have been universal 
throughout the United Kingdom ; and now we are told, that by the measure 
which is now under the consideration of the House, you are to abolish 
altogether the principle on which they receive these dividends. Those com- 
panies which have managed well have been able to pay a large rate of in- 
terest; they have been able to accumulate mot funds, by which they 
have been enabled, in cases of accident and unforeseen occurrences, to pay to 
their shareholders the same rate of dividend. The consequence has been, 
that these shares have been looked upon by the public as good investments. 
Those which have been paying a high rate of interest, have been selling at a 
proportionate high price, and trustees have invested on behalf of families in 
these undertakings. And to give to the House of the extent of the confidence 
which has been felt in consequence of these Imperial guarantees in one com- 
pany alone, the Imperial, there are uo less than 252 ladies who have capital 
invested in that company, producing to them an income of £13,900 a year. 
This being the state of things up to 1857, a new phase of things took place. 
Several of the metropolitan companies, which Bad been originally formed 
without the sanction of Parliament, but which had the permission of 
the local authorities to break up streets, extended their operations in every 
district, while at the same time the other companies which were incorpo- 
rated by Acts of Parliament were confined by those Acts to particular dis- 
tricts. It was found that after those companies had trespassed on —I 
may call it invaded—the districts of the incorporated companies, and laid 
down their pipes, that there was no diminution in the price; and there was 
no increase in the dividends of those companies which had thus extended 
‘their pipes. The greatest difficulty was experienced in the transit along the 
| streets the constant pulling up of the pavement to get at the pipes; 
|/and in 1857 it was found, not only on that ground, but on the ground of 
‘economy, that it was desirable that the metropolitan companies should have 
|certain districts, beyond which, by mutual arrangement, they should not 
| Operate, and they therefore marked out certain districts. Immediately that 
step was taken, the vestries got up the cry of monopoly—I will not say on 
| the part of the consumers generally, because on the part of the consumers 
| generally there was no such feeling; but every gentleman knows the facility 
|| with which agitations can be got up against what is called a monopoly. Now 
| as I understand the use of the word monopoly it is this—that a party or a 
|company possess the exclusive right of dealing in a particular article, and 
the consequence is, that they furnish a bad article at a high price, But I 
|submit to the House, that the metropolitan gas companies can have no such 
imputation on them, because, although with the object I have alluded to 
they have agreed to apportion the districts, they did not thereby exclude any 
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other company, or any individual if he thinks fit, from raising a sum of money 
and subjecting the metropolitan gas companies to competition. Therefore, 
the cry of monopoly which was got up was a dishonest ery—it was a vestry 
ery and an electioneering cry. What has been the result of proportioning 
the districts? One would have supposed that those who possessed a mono- 
poly, would have increased the price; one would have supposed that the 
companies would have immediately raised the price from 4s. 6d. to 6s., the 
maximum charge; but I challenge any one to show a single instance in 
which these companies have charged one farthing more to gas consumers. 
Only for public lights have they increased the charge. The public lights of 
this metropolis consume an enormous amount of gas, and the charge for 
those lights was wholly out of proportion to the gas consumed. There was 
not a single company that contracted to supply the public gas lights that did 
not lose money ty them. But by two only out of the thirteen metropolis | | 
gas companies was an extra charge made for public lights, and that to an 
extent only throughout the whole of this metropolis of about £300. And 
when I tell the House that this committee has actually given to the com- 
panies the power of making such higher charge, I think I have disposed of 
the objection. Under this bill the companies have a right to make a higher 
charge than they are now making. I think then that I have shown the 
House that there has been no desire on the part of the companies to take any 
advantage, and before I sit down, I shall show that this cry of monopoly has 
been got up by interested parties in these vestries. (Hear, hear.) The 
charges against the companies are, first, that they supply bad gas which is 
not of the standard illuminating power; then, that they charge more per 1000 
feet than is necessary to give the dividends the companies are entitled to de- 
clare. They then complain of the great inconvenience caused by constantly 
pulling up the streets; they then complain of'the capricious manner in which 
the companies act in cutting off the supply ; and they further complain that 
it is the practice of the companies to refuse to give a supply of gas to an in- 
coming tenant unless he first pays the amount that is due from the out-going | | 
tenant. These were legitimate grounds of complaint, but not one of those 
parties who made these complaints had the audacity to ask Parliament to inter- 
fere and cut down the amount of the dividend. There wasno pretence for it, but 
the matters of which they did complain it was the duty of Parliament to provide 
a remedy for. The committee, however, came to no conclusion, and in conse- 
quence the same parties who bad been the means of getting that committee ap- 
pointed came to Parliament with the bill which is now under consideration. 
Now, what are the provisions of this bill? It is brought in by parties who as- 
sume to represent the gas consumers, which I deny, and it professes to be a bill 
for better regulating the supply of gas to the metropolis, and on the face of the 
bill there is no attempt to interfere with the maximum rate of dividend fixed 
under the Gas Clauses Act of 1847, and by various special Acts. But the 
bill provides that the price shall be reduced to 4s. per 1000, and in that way 
it interferes with the dividends. There were certain provisions in the bill to 
which the companies did not object ; but they did object to an uniform rate, 
and in consequence the bill was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
five gentlemen, who I am sure have paid the greatest attention to the matter ; 
and after sitting twenty-one days, they passed the bill in the objectionable 
shape in which it is now presented to the House. Now, to show the House 
the manner in which the evidence in support of the bill was got up, I will call 
attention to a notice which was largely circulated in the windows of the gas 
consumers of London. It was asort of general invitation to make complaints 
against the companies. [The honourable gentleman then read the placard, 
which was headed ‘* Gas Monopoly,”’ and which invited all gas consumers 
who had any complaint to make of deficient supply, or irregular pressure, or 
bad quality of gas, or defective meters, or had any suggestion to make relative 
to the existing monopoly, to apply to the honorary secretaries, James Beal 
and Samuel Hughes.} But what was the result of all that? The result was 
that on the tenth day of the sitting of the committee, the chairman said— 
“We have nothing to do with the question of the alleged illegality of the 
roceedings of the gas companies; we have no ground to suppose that they 
eee gone beyond the terms of their Acts.” The committee proceeded with 
their investigation, and on the thirteenth day, the promoters of the bill 
having then closed their case, having put before the committee the whole of 
the evidence, and in a shape most calculated to ensure a favourable conside- 
ration of their views in reference to their bill, the chairman of the committee | 
made this statement :—‘* Before we proceed with the evidence, it may con- | 
duce to a more speedy and satisfactory termination of our labours if I now} 
shortly explain to the counsel on both sides the principal points on which we 
have been deliberating among ourselves, and the impression which the com- 
mittee entertain on these points. It will at least give you something like 
an intimation of the nature and amount of the evidence which it is desirable 
should be adduced, and save the accumulating of evidence on matters on 
which, in truth, our minds are pretty well made up.”’ Then the chairman 
proceeded to go through the various heads of the bill, and to tell the counsel 
on what their minds were made up; and the first point was, that a different 
tribunal from that which was then existing should be established, for the pur- 
pose of hearing complaints against the companies, but he did not state in 
what way the power of the inspectors was to be defined. He then referred 
to districting, and he said: “* Mr. Hope Scott (who was one of the leading 
counsel in opposition to this bill) drew our attention partly to that; and I 
doubt not, therefore, that the counsel for the companies will be prepared to 
offer us a reasonable clause on that point; but we quite agree that it is in- 
dispensable in the early part of this bill—not in the preamble only, but in a 
clause—distinctly to affirm that which, in truth, is the basis of all operations,” 
namely, not of monopoly but of districting. (Hear, hear.) That then was 
the opinion of the committee at that time, after hearing counsel in favour 
of the bill, Then, having discussed the questions of inspection and of district- 
ing, “‘ the next points,” said the chairman, ‘are the questions of price and 
illuminating power.” So that the House will perceive that, although I am 
bound to admit that this was no further binding on the committee than the 
manner on which they should proceed—an intimation to counsel of the points 
on which the minds of the committee were pretty well made up—yet the 
House will not fail to perceive that upon the thirteenth day of this inquiry, | | 
when the case of the promoters of the bill had been gone through, there was | | 
nothing said about the reduction of the dividend from 10 per cent., or the 
reduction of the price of gas from 4s. 6d. At that time, the chairman does 
not seem to have hud any other view than that, which certainly is the correct 
one, namely, that the guarantee which Parliament had go frequently given 
should not be taken away, and that the price should not be reduced below | | 
4s. 6d., which I am bound to tell the House is the price fixed by the bill. 
(Hear, hear.) Then the chairman having stated to counsel the kind of bill 
which ought to receive the sanction of the committee, the counsel asked for 
a day to consider these provisions ; and on the following day they came into 
the committee-room, and on the faith of this intimation by the chairman, 
they assented to the preamble of the bill, and the preamble was passed. But 
on the nineteenth day, on going through the clauses, the committee for the 
first time said—I believe the very expression of the chairman was, though I 
am not sure that I am quite accurate—that they had seen cause to rescind 
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their resolutions, This was a departure, in fact, from everything which they 
had indicated by their chairman they had agreed to. 

The CuatnmAn: I am sorry to interrupt the honourable gentleman, but I 
must take leave to ask him whether it is his intention to conclude with a 
motion that I leave the chair; because, ualess such is his intention, his re- 
marks are irregular. “i : 

Mr. Sranrtanp: That is my intention. I am sorry to detain the House 
with these details; but it is requisite that I should do so, and I will now 
call attention to further matters in connexion with the bil], and then I will 
||}move my amendment. The committee intimated their intention on the 
nineteenth or of departing from that which they had laid down, and 
that they would reduce the price from 4s, 6d. to 4s., the effect of which 
|| would be to reduce the dividends of these companies 4 per cent. at one blow ; 
and they further intimated that it was their intention to give to the inspectors 
; an unheard-of power, which it was impossible for the companies to consent 
| to, and which I think the House would be slow to grant. 1 think it due to 
| the gentlemen who conducted the opposition, that the House should be made 
|| acquainted with the grounds on which they withdrew; and I think I cannot 
|| do better than give the forcible language of Mr. Serjeant Wrangham, who 
|| on the twentieth day said—‘t The committee has given us credit, I am sure, 
in considering that our first duty is to see that the interests that have been 
eonfided to us are not in any way compromised.” I will omit a portion of 
his words; but he said—‘‘ The committee will recollect that we have agreed 
to a large increase of the standard of illumination, and on receiving an inti- 
mation from the committee, we offered no opposition to the preamble. If 
the propositions then laid down had been adhered to, we should have been 
actuated by a desire to lend our aid in the passing of the clauses; but we 
have seen—and the committee will forgive me for stating what is present to 
the mind of every one—we have seen those propositions departed from in 
such a direction and to such an extent as to lead us to fear that the magni- 
tude of the interests at stake are not duly appreciated by the committee ; or, 
at all events, that what we look upon as the invariable result of legislation 
on such principles, are not duly appreciated by them.” From that time the 
committee, of course, were in the hands of the promoters of the bill, and 
they passed most important clauses, to which I have directed the attention 
of the House. Mr. Wyatt was the agent for the bill; and the chairman, on 
referring to the Gas Clauses Act,in which he found that the maximum 
dividend was 10 per ceut., said he supposed they might fix it at 8 per cent. ; 
and Mr, Wyatt said that depended on whether it was new or old capital. 
Now, it is to this point to which [ wish to call the attention of the House, 
because it is here that the committee have gone wrong. Throughout there 
has been a distinction between the old capital, on which dividends have been 

















|| price of labour. 


| 


|| question is, what is the amount guaranteed under the local Acts?” 


'| 7 per cent.” 


secured to a certain amount, and new capital. The chairman a ed 

“2 
Hughes said—‘* My experience is, that the general rate has been from 6 to 
Mr. Smith said—‘I can contradict that. I think it is 10 per 
cent. on the old capital and 8 per cent, on the new. ‘The truth is, that it is 
only within the last few years they have been restricted below 10 per cent. 
at all.”” ‘*Then,” said the chairman, “tin the Gas Clauses Act it is 10 per 
cent.; how will it do to put it at 8 per cent., and say nothing about the re- 
striction ?’’ Could any one doubt for a moment what would be the answer 
of the agent for the bill to such a question? The answer was—‘ It would 
work more commercially.”” So that the House will see that this maximum 
of 8 per cent., which it is proposed to substitute in this bill for 10 per cent., 
was arrived at in the most unsatisfactory manner. But, more than that, no 
distinction is made in the rate of dividend. It is to be applicable to all com- 
panies alike, to those companies that were earning only 3 per cent., and to 
those that were earning 10. Mr. Denison, who appeared as counsel in sup- 
port of the bill, said—‘*Suppose you say that companies not paying 8 per cent. 
shall be bound to reduce their rates as soon as they receive 8 per cent. For 
those paying above that per centage, of course a different scale would have to 
be provided for.”” The committee, however, expressly disregarded his sug- 
gestion. There are but two companies in London that are paying above & per 


|/cent.; and not only have the committee deprived those two companies of the 
|| maximum dividend, but they have also taken from them their reserved fund. 


It is most necessary to every company that it should have a reserved fund to 
meet deficiencies that may arise, and therefore Parliament in 1847, in the 
Gas Clauses Act, provided that, over and above the 10 per cent., there should 
be a sum set apart, not exceeding one-tenth part of the capital, to form a 
reserved fund; but the bill not only cuts down this fund, but appoints in- 


|| spectors, who are to examine the directors on oath; and if it appears to the 
|| inspectors, from the credit side of the book, that the company has earned 8 


per cent., they need make no inquiry as to what accidents may have happened 
during the year, but, inasmuch as the company has earned 8 per cent., an 


|| order is to issue to lower the price of gas 6d., which is equivalent to 4 per 


cent, Now, in the manufacture of gas there are many fluctuating circum- 
stances to be taken into account—there is the price of coal and there is the 
I believe in the investigation before the committee it was 
made to appear that the price of coal had very little bearing on the price of 


||gas; and I agree in that with one proviso, that the price of coke bears a re- 


lative proportion to the price of coal. When the price of coal is 20s. a ton 


||and coke 17s., or in that proportion, the price of coal has no bearing on the 


price of gas; but if, on the other hand, the price of coal, as in the Russian 


|| war, goes up, and the price of coke remains stationary, then the rule does 
||}not apply. And then, not onl 


are there these disturbing elements in the 
calculation, but when I tell the House that the gas companies consume 
1,000,000 tons a year, the House willsee that, as the addition of 1s. a ton on 
the price makes a difference to the companies of £50,000, it is evident that 


|| the price of coal is a great element in the calculation, and therefore it is ne- 


cessary that there should be a reserved fund to equalize the dividend. And 
then, to show the vicissitudes to which these companies are subject, I may 


|| state that at this moment, in consequence of an explosion by which some 





valuable premises were destroyed, there is an action against one of these 
| companies for no less a sum than £60,000. What would be the position of 
that company if it had no reserved fund? Why, the dividend on their stock 
at 5 per cent. amounts only to £17,000, and therefore, unless there be a re- 
served fund, they may for four or five years have the whole of their profits 
| thus swallowed up. Then again, all who have passed over Westminster 
| Bridge at night must have seen the lime-light. Who knows but that within 


|| twelve months the gas companies may be wholly ruined by this new disco- 


very? Such is the precarious nature of this property; and yet the committee 
have come to a conclusion that 8 per cent. in future is all that the gas compa- 
nies shall be entitled to, and that the price shall be reduced from 4s. 6d. to 4s., 
which in all probability within twelve months will cut the diyidend down to 
| the ruinous rate of 2 percent. Now, having shown the objections to this bill, 
having shown to the House how Acts of Parliament have granted this rate 
of dividend—10 per cent.—I think it right to state to the House that the 
honorary secretary of this league stated publicly ata meeting in Westminster, 
that the committee had given them more than they sought at their hands, 
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made several suggestions with the view of carrying the object of the bill into 
effect, and these suggestions went far beyond anything which the delegates 
have suggested. The pusition of the matter at present is, that the committee 
of the House of Commons is disposed to do more for the consumers of gas 
than the consumers have asked.” Why, that is my complaint; and I go 
further, and say that these companies Lave no objection to uniformity of | 
administration. They court uniformity of administration. I say, so far as || 
the bill goes to control the management of these companies, and seeks to get | 
rid of capricious cutting off supplies, and so on, the gas companies are quite 
prepared to take that part of the bill. And I will remind the House that in | 
1852, when complaints were made similar to these, but against the water | 
companies, the Government brought in a bill to deal with those complaints ; | 
but that bill in no wise interfered with the amount of the dividend, and it 
leaves them at this moment to receive their 10 per cent. Then I say, if the | 
time has arrived when it is necessary to make alterations in the management | 
of gas companies, let them be made, but do not let the making of them be «| 
pretext for interfering with the property of these companies; but if the time | 
has arrived when the property should be interfered with in the way that 
this bill proposes, I say, let the Government—if any Government can be | 
found to introduce such an obnoxious measure—bring it in. Do not let the! 
bill conceal its object, as this bill did, up to the nineteenth day of the sitting | 
of the committee, up to which time the companies had had no kind of notice | 
of it, but let the Government bring in a bill and say the time for confiscation 
has arrived, and cut down dividends from 10 per cent. to 8. I venture to 
predict that, if any Government is bold enough to ask the consent of Parlia-| | 
ment to such a measure, I think they will find themselves in a small 
minority. I thank the House for having so Saal given me their attention | | 
while I have endeavoured at, I fear, too great a length, to bring under its 
notice the position of the gas companies of the metropolis. I say that, unless 
the House is prepared to sacrifice the confidence which it has over and over 
again given to the capitalist, unless its credit is to be brought down to the || 
same level as that of defaulting Spain, or of repudiating States on the other | | 
side of the Atlantic—I say, unless the House is prepared to place itself in 
that position, it is impossible to pass this bill, and therefore I now move, sir, 
that you now leave the chair. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Sorugron Estcourt: As I had the honour of being the chairman of 
the committee, I think the House will not only allow me to state to them 
the subjects which came under our consideration, but will expect it of me. 
I think I may accept, with a good conscience, the compliment which the 
honourable peotioaee Em to our honesty. I do not think any five gentle- 
men ever undertook a disagreeable office with minds more open and unbiased 
than that committee did; with a desire on the one hand to protect the public, 
and on the other to interfere as little as possible with those great companies, 
the magnitude of whose operations he thinks we are not sufficiently impressed | | 
with. I assure him that, from first to last, we never lost sight of what we || 
conceived to be the real interest of those companies. The honourable gentle- | 
man has recapitulated the points on which he thinks the committee have || 
come to an erroneous conclusion; but I believe the main thing he com- 
plains of is our reducing the standard of the dividends of those gas companies | | 
from 10 per cent to 8. Besides that, he has accidentally touched upon the 
reduction of price from 4s. 6d. to 43., upon which I shall have something 
to say in a minute or two. He has not said anything about one or two other 
points which were brought before the committee; and he has said very little 
about those points which are intended to be raised by the amendments which 
the honourable gentleman below him has given notice of. The main point on |! 
which the honourable gentleman has spoken is our conduct in reducing the || 
standard of dividend from 10 per cent. to 8. The House would naturally 
suppose that we had taken upon ourselves to reduce the profits of these com- 
panies from 10 per cent. to 8, whereas all we did was this :—in the Gas Clauses 
Consolidation Act, a standard of 10 per cent. is fixed as the pivot on which 
the machinery provided in that bill should begin for the reduction of the price | | 
of gas. We, when the matter was first brought before us, assented to the 
propriety of adopting the same standard. We did so the rather because in 
several of the Acts constituting these gas companies we found that 10 per 
cent. was the amount. Now the honourable gentleman, I think, has not 
correctly stated the circumstances which led us to fix it at8 percent. From || 
the short-hand writer’s notes he has quoted a sentence from which the 
House would suppose that that is all I said about. it, and that that was the 
first time I spoke of it. We assented to the 10 per cent. standard; but the 
question was, whether the 10 per cent. should include depreciation. We 
then said they should have 10 per cent. to include depreciation. One of the 
counsel, or one of the witnesses, said,—‘‘It is far better for you to fix the 
amount of depreciation.” Well, it was allowed generally that that was 2 
percent. We therefore thought it was better for the companies that we 
should fix on 8 per cent., excluding depreciation. Now I must say, that if 
we had had the advantage of counsel from the beginning of our investigation 
to the end, it is very likely that, if they had made any representation to us 
that the companies would rather this matter had remained as it was, I think, | | 
for myself and for my colleagues, that we should have been just as ready to 
put it in the form in which it now appears they wish it to be. But, very || 
much to our surprise, at a critical period of our investigation, when I thought 
we had passed over the most material points, the counsel for the companies 
intimated to us that they conceived, from certain observations which had 
fallen from the committee, that we took too hard a view of their case, and | | 
were not likely to give them the satisfaction they desired, they intended to 
withdraw ; and as a matter of notice to their opponents, they said it was 
their intention no longer to continue their investigation before us, but that 
they should reserve to themselves the right of appealing to another place. 
I suppose the appeal to another place is the appeal to this House. Now, 1 
must speak my mind on this subject. The House can only take one of two 
alternatives on the proposition of the honourable gentleman. They may 
reject the bill in its entirety, or on the proposition of the honourable baronet, 
who is the promoter of it, they may accept it. This is the alternative which, 
strictly speaking, is before the House. Now, I think the House would act 
very little in accordance with its usual course, if it were to take the middle 
term, and take this as a place for trying details which ought more properly 
to be brought before a committee. I think the only alternative is to take or 
reject this bill. But the honourable gentleman says there is more in this 
matter than you are aware of. I allow that the amendments of the honour- 
able gentleman before me raised a number of questions on which we might 
receive information. It is a very hard thing for the committee, when we 
have gone on for nineteen days, on a sudden to find ourselves deprived of 
counsel and of evidence. I appeal to gentlemen who were present at any 
part of that proceeding, whether the committee did not, from first to last, 
show a disposition to receive any amount of information? We did, it is 
true, for the sake of bringing matters to an end, state, as soon as the case of 
the promoters was finished—after all, Iam ngt sure whether I used those 
words—but the purport of what I said was this: the question as to whether the 
preamble should be passed is entirely dependent on whether you are satisfied 
with the clauses; and we decline to pass the preamble until we have gone 


























Mr. Hughes said—“ Since yesterday, the chairman of the committee has 
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through every clause, and settled the rate of interest, the illuminating power, 
the pressure, and the various other matters mhich are to be found in the various 
clauses of the bill.” It was when we had gone through about two-thirds that the 
opponents of the bill withdrew. Now, sir, there is one point upon which I have 
not spoken, and upon whicl#the honourable gentleman hus spoken very little. 
Ishould have thought the great objection would have been directed against the 
inspectors. I have heard it said, “‘ You are attempting to check commercial 
enterprize by subjecting private companies to the inspection of a public 
officer.” Now, I wish the House to understand that every one of these 
companies received its Act upon the principle of competition. For years 
they went on, and carried competition to a great extent. In the year 1856, 
and the beginning of 1857, having, I suppose, exhausted their resources in 
fighting each other, they found it would be better to come to an understand- 
ing. Accordingly, combination took place, and they say that from that 
time to this no single vestry has any reason to complain. I do not say 
they have. On the contrary, I bear testimony that, as far as the evidence 
before us went, we have no right whatever to complain of any one of 
these companies. But if at any time hereafter any vestry or any private 
consumer has reason to complain of the quality of the gas, or the amount of 
gas with which he is supplied, what is the remedy? As matters now stand, 
he has no remedy; he cannot call in the aid, as he could formerly, of an- 
other company, because they have an understanding amongst themselves, by 
which they determine that they will not compete with each other in districts 
which they have arbitrarily parcelled out amongst themselves. “ Beyond that,” 
they say, ‘we will not be rivals to each other; and therefore, if gee are not 
sati-fied with company A or company B, you shall not have the advantage of 
applying to company C, as that company will refuse to entertain any such 
application.” Why, what was our duty? Our first duty was to protect the 
public; and, as the competition is put an end to, I see no other alternative 
but to subject them’ to restrictions. The honourable gentleman said—*t You 
put inspectors above them, you give them power to put the directors on their 
oath, which is very disagreeable to gentlemen of the high station of direc- 
tors.” Why, I say if that is the objection these gas companies ought to 
have stood by the committee to the last moment, and made their objection ; 
but, on the contrary, at the moment that I stated to the committee that I 
thought inspection was very desirable, all the companies were exceedingly 
well satisfied with the scheme of inspection which we chalked out. I will 
now put before the House in outline the general views and intentions of the 
committee. The honourable gentleman says—* You do us an injustice, you 
have prejudiced our interests, and you have come to a conclusion which the 
House ought to reverse.”’ I hope the House will not take up that view, but 
I cannot conceal from myself how very desirable it is that this session should 
not pass over without some legislation on thesubject. (Hear, hear.) With- 
out legislation, as I said before, vestries, who are the guardians of the public 
and private consumers, are really without any protection at all. The House 
ought, in my opinion, not to let the year pass without passing an Act on the 
subject. And, moreover, it is greatly to the intercet of the companies that 
this sessiou should not pass without an Act, because the agitation will recom- 
mence and will goon. That agitation may, for aught I know, be what the 
honourable gentleman assures us it is, for purposes of mere electioneering ; 
but at all events those who, like myself, only desire a fair protection to the 
public, and a fair compensation to the companies, think it a great pity if out 
of this bill we should not be able to frame a measure which should be accept- 
able to the one side, and a sufficient protection to the other. Now, there is 
only one way in which that can be accomplished, and that is by the House 
consenting, and by the committee themselves proposing, that this bill should 
be committed back again to them. If such a proposition were made 
on the part of the company, unless my colleagues, whom I have taken 
the yey of consulting, were willing to join in it, I should resist it, 
and I hope the House would resist it. This is a proposal which the House 
should not accede to unless made by the committee itself. We have heard 
to-night, we have seen by amendments put on the notice-paper, we have also 
heard from private conversation, many matters which we should have been 
glad to have had under our cognizance when we were discussing the bill. If 
the gas companies are of the same opinion that has been indicated, it is pos- 
sible that we may come to an understanding. We may draw a bill by recom- 
mitting it to the same committee ; but it must be on this understanding— 
first, that no fresh evidence shall be offercd, but what is stated must be for 
information. I say that because we have not time for a long inquiry ; and it 
must be distinctly understood that our decisions are not again to be called in 
question a second time. I do no think that I am asking anything unreason- 
able. Ido not think I am asking what the companies would run any risk in 
assenting to. Many things have been said to-day which we ought to have 
known, and should have known if counsel had remained. I say we will 
reconsider it, and we shall go to the reconsideration without any bias. If 
the House is willing to recommit it, and the companies will undertake to be 
satisfied with our decision, I will undertake, to the best of my ability, to pro- 
duce a bill that, while it will be acceptable to the companies, will be a pro- 
tection to the public. I must say that, considering that the public has been 
Without protection, and that legislation has been put off year after year, I 
think it would be not an unwise act on the part of the House to refer the 
bill back to us—not unwise on the part of the companies to consent to that 
course—and certainly not an unwise act on the part of those who represent 
the vestries and the public in this matter to consent to it, because they may 
be pretty sure that, in the absence of competition, we shall require some in- 
spection to insure the goodness of the article supplied. I think that all 
parties concerned in this matter, without abandoning their just rights or pre- 
tensions, may fairly acquiesce in what I now suggest. But, in so doing, I 
must say this—that I have not stated many particulars which perhaps I 
ought to have stated as chairman of the committee. There are many points 
—small ones, I acknowledge—that came out in the course of the proceedings, 
which, if a direct attack had been made upon us, I should have felt myself 
bound to bring forward as a justification; but I do not understand that it is 
alleged that we have done otherwise than acted on information, which it is 
now stated was not so full as it ought to have been. For myself, I can only 
say that, with gentlemen so attentive as my four worthy colleagues, I shail 
certainly, if the House is pleased to recommit the biil, go back to the com- 
mittee again with them with a great deal more satisfaction than I should 
have had if it had been my misfortune to be associated with gentlemen of a 
different disposition, Among them are gentlemen who have a commercial 
knowledge of this question, and who are as competent to give an opinion 
upon it as any one in this House. I put it to the House whether we can 
have deliberately intended to do a wrong to any man, or to those large com- 
panies—22 of the largest companies in England. I hardly know whether the 
notion would come well from me, or whether I ought to have waited to have 
heard what was said in this debate; but on the whole I thought it better to 
come to a practical conclusion in the way the least disturbing to existing 
interests, rather than enter on an extensive defence of the proceedings of the 
committee. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir G. C, Lewis: When a bill has been before a select committee I do not 
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know how many days—I hear speak of 19—but which at all events has had a 
full investigation before the committee with the assistance of counsel—when 
a bill has undergone so very elaborate an inquiry by a select commmittee, it 
is, I think, in the first place right that we should pay respect to the gentle- 
men who have undertaken so laborious a task; and, in the second place, a 
due economy of our time renders it not expedient that we should review 
these details. With a mixed bill of this kind it is competent for the House 
to go through the bill clause by clause, in the same manner as if the bill had 
not been submitted to a select committee. Still, if all this labour is to be 
thrown away, and if the House is to go through it Coste clause, I hardly 
know how the busirress of the House is to be conducted. Without expressing 
any opinion on the details of the bill, I think the circumstances that have 
come to light since the report of the committee was made, render some 
further consideration of the question as between the companies and the con- 
sumers expedient; but I confess, I think that if this House were to undertake 
the arbitration at this period of the session, it would unavoidably result in 
the loss of the bill and in the entire waste of all the labour which has been 
so patriotically bestowed by the members of this committee. Under these 
circumstances it seems to me that the House would do well to adopt the 
course which has been indicated by the chairman of the committee, that we 
should now move to report ea agrgh and when the Speaker is in the chair, 
notice should be given—I think it would come very well from the chairman 
of the committee—to recommit the bill to the same committee, and then 
that they should endeavour to reconcile these conflicting interests. If that 
object could be accomplished the bill would then probably pass through 
without delay, and go to the House of Lords, and might become law in the 
present session. If on the other hand the committee should fail in doing 
what I am sure the House would fail in—adjusting the claims of the two 
parties—then the bill would not be passed. But I do not think that any 
useful object would be attained by pursuing this debate; and I trust, 
if the committee (the House) should concur in the view that has been 
held out to them, it will consent at once to report progress, with a view to 
carry into effect the suggestion which I think has been wisely and prudently 
avowed. If the committee should be disposed to concur in that suggestion, 
I would myself move to report progress—[The CuairMAN: That I leave 
the chair.]—upon the understanding that some gentleman connected with 
the committee will give notice of a motion for the recommittal of the bill to 
the same committee. Then I move that you now leave the chair. 

Mr. Nornis: I would venture to suggest to the right honourable gentle- 
man, the chairman of the select committee, that there should be an under- 
standing on the part of those who here speak in the interest of the companies, 
that they should accept the bill when it comes back, without again canvassing 
the details. Perhaps it would be convenient if he would state whether the 
companies would be likely to leave the question of dividend where the Gas 
Clauses Consolidation Act leaves it. That I think would be satisfactory to 
both parties. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Perhaps the House will forgive me for pressing the 
motion, and urging that the course that has been suggested should be taken. 
It appears to me most inconvenient that any of the members of the commit- 
tee, before they have an opportunity of conferring with one another, should 
themselves as to the future course which they would take. (Hear, 

ear.) I feel satisfied that they will give a fair consideration to all the 
questions brought before them; that they will not consider themselves 
bound by any point of honour to adhere to their previous decision ; and that 
they will regard the matter as one open for consideration; but I think it 
would be entirely inconvenient to tie up the hands of the committee by any 
previous debate in this House. 

Mr. Henuey : I quite agree that if this bill should go back to the com- 
mittee it is very unfair to express an opinion upon it now. At the same 
time, it ought to be clearly understood that when the bill comes back the 
House is not pledged. (Hear, hear.) I rather understood my right honour- 
able friend to make it a condition of accepting the re-commitment of the bill, 
that they would take it when it came out of the committee again as final, 
without expressing any further opinion upon it. I think, without going into 
the merits of the question, there are such great and important interests con- 
cerned in this bill, that the House has certainly a right to express an opinion 
upon it, even in the last stage. I confess I was very much struck by one 
statement of my right honourable friend, in which he said that, so far as his 
judgment was concerned, the public had no occasion to complain; but then 

e said there was no guard against complaint for the future, and that, in a 
case very nearly analagous to this, that of the great water companies, there 
was this great difference, that the people did complain very much of the 
quality of the water. 

Mr. Locke (Southwark): Iam rather disposed to think from what has 
been stated, that the committee imagine there have not been any complaints 
on the part of the consumers, I make this observation, because I do not wish 
to have it supposed that there have not been very strong complaints indeed 
on the part of the consumers, and more especially by those living on the 
south side of the water, and in the borough I have the honour to represent. 
There was a vast mass of evidence given on the part of the consumers before 
the committee which sat in 1857 and 1858, and against one company in par- 
ticular, which conducted its business in the borough of Southwark and places 
adjacent. That evidence occupied a great number of days, and I think 
established the fact that there were great causes of complaint, at all events 
at that side of the water, with regard to the mode in which the companies 
conducted their business. If the House will permit me, I will state how this 
occurred, This gas company was supplying gas at 4s. per 1000, and the 
other companies were getting 4s. 6d. This went on for some time, and then 
an agreement was entered into between this company and other companies 
on the other side of the water; and since that time the greatest complaints 
have been made against this particular company astto the price of the gas, 
the quality of the and the illuminating power. I believe another ground 
of complaint by a large portion of the gas consumers of the Borough, was 
being handed over by this particular company to other companies supplying 
no gas at all to that district. Therefore, it 1s quite obvious that all those 
clauses which have been introduced into the bill, with regard to illu- 
minating power and inspection, are absolutely necessary. It has been 
stated by the honourable gentleman who spoke first on this subject this 
evening, that the companies have no objection to those clauses. I may state, 
for the information of the House, that when the committee of fifteen sat, a 
select committee was appointed out of them. I was a member of that com- 
mittee. We sat fora great number of days. We settled every point which 
has been introduced into this bill; and we agreed among ourselves as to 
every clause which was necessary. The only points on which we differed 
were as to the illuminating power and the price of gas. That, no doubt, is a 
very material question ; that is the rock on which the present committee has 
split on the present occasion, for it is in regulating the price that you give 
dissatisfaction to the companies. And therefore I think that the proposition 
which has been made by the right honourable gentleman, the chairman of 
the committee, is a very just and proper one—that the committee should re- 
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consider the bill with a view to directing their attention to this particular 
point, which has been always the difficulty of the case. I think I speak the 
sentiments of the gentlemen connected with gas-works, when I say there will 
be but little difficulty as to those clauses which regulate the e between 
the consumer and the company, as to the supply of gas, as to when it should 
be cut off, and as to the question between the in-coming and the out-going 
tenant. (Cries of “ — 

Lord R. Cectt: If we go back into the committee with the understanding 
that when we have gone through the bill it is to be subject again to discus- 
sion, I think we shall lose time in doing so. We have got to a very late 
period of the session ; the House of Lords will require to examine the bill ; 
and if we go again to the committee, and my right honourable friend intends 
to appeal to the House on some of the clauses afterwards, I think it is hardly 
worth while referring the bill back to the committee. But I wish to call the 
attention of the House to the re-committal of the bill, in order that it may 
not be drawn into a precedent. If the counsel for a gas company, finding 
that the committee is not exactly to their liking, can transfer the argument 
from the committee to the floor of this House, and if that is to be held asa 
precedent for future occasions, the result must be, that the system of select 
committees must be absolutely destroyed. I think the honourable member 
for Westminster had better, next session, take care that the bill falls into the 
ag of private or of public bills. 

Sir M. Farquuar: I confess I have no interest in this question, but I 
think there are clauses interfering arbitrarily with the gas companies which 
the necessities of the case do not require. At the same time, I think the 
proposal made a very fair one. I entirely agree with the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Henley) ; and therefore I have the fullest confidence in the 
gentlemen composing the select committee. I should be sorry that the mea- 
sure should be passed in silence by this House. It is a question of great in- 
terest, and justice should be done both to the gas consumers and the public. 

Mr. StanrLanpD: If the chairman of the select committee is prepared to 
adopt the suggestion of the right honourable member for Oxford (Mr. 
Henley), I cannot do better than agree to this bill being referred back to the 
committee; but I think it must be seen that, if Mr. Estcourt’s —proposal is 
imposed on the House and the gas companies on the conditions which he 
assumes, it will be impossible for me to agree to it. If I do agree to it, it 
will be on the distinct understanding that the gas companies are to be at 
liberty to show if they can the justice of their case, and that it should be 
competent for this House to come to any decision on any of the clauses. With 
that understanding, I have no objection to make. 

Sir J. Suettey: I hope the House will allow me to say a few words. If 
it had not been for some of the observations of the honourable gentleman who 
brought forward this motion I should not have thought it necessary. (In- 
terruption, and cries of ‘‘ Agree.’’) Considering how long this debate has 
lasted, and the interest I take in this question, I hope I shall be allowed to 
occupy the House five minutes upon it. The honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Staniland) made a strong point, and endeavoured to make the House believe 
that this was a question entirely of the vestries, and that the gas consumers 
were not interested in it. The best answer I can give to the honourable 
gentleman, as showing whether the public at large and the gas consumers 
take an interest in this question, is to say that for four sessions this subject 
has been under the consideration of this House; that we have had three select 
committees, and two bills; and I have been a party to two compromises 
with representatives of the gas companies, and I hold in my hand the signa- 
ture to both of them of Mr. Baxter, a solicitor well known in this House, 
and they will see that certain points are reserved. The fact is, that almost 
the whole of this question had been agreed to in a committee, composed 
of the honourable gentleman, the member for Limerick, who was chair- 
man to one of these companies, and two other gentlemen, and Mr. Wyatt, 
on the part of the consumers; and the major part of the bill, on those 
points which refer to the supply of gas, and those other points had been 
fully and entirely agreed upon; but there were certain questions which it 
was agreed should be reserved for this committee; and let me add, that the 
agreement was, that I should introduce this bill, that it should be read a 
first and a second time without opposition, and then that it should be referred 
up stairs for those points, and those — only, to be discussed. It was 
read a first time and a second time without opposition, and the honourable 
gentleman the member for Limerick sat below me and had not one word to 
offer. I say, by so doing they really had agreed to the preamble of the bill. 
My object was not to interfere unjustly with those who had invested their 
capital, but at the same time that the public should be protected from un- 
fair treatment. The fact is, if the public have any complaint to make, they 
have to make it to a company, which may say, “ We will cut off your gas, and 
you cannot get it from any one else.”” Now, I ask the House, London having 
no municipality, whether it will not interfere? Itis now become an absolute 
necessity to the traders of London that they should have gas, and therefore, 
under the circumstances, seeing the difficulty I am in, and seeing that it is a 

uestion for the committee, I should have been perfectly ready to agree, on 
the part of the consumers, to the decisions of the committee. On some 
points these decisions have not been quite satisfactory to us, but I am ready 
to take the bill as they have offered it tous. I think, this House having re- 
ferred a bill to a committee of five members, we should not be put to the ex- 
pense and trouble of having the bill gone through again. And with regard 
to the observations made by my noble friend (Lord R. Cecil), I beg to say, 
that when I brought in this bill last year I bronght it in as a public bill, 
and it was stopped by standing orders, because I had not given notices for a 

rivate bill. It is now made a hybrid bill—that extraordinary article. 
eaten, we have now been put to the expense of going before this com- 
mittee, and we may probably be at the expense of going before the House 
of Lords, because, judging from the excitement prevailing in the last fort- 
night in that lobby, it is not likely that anything will satisfy those gentle- 
men till they have tried every means. If they take us to another place, we 
shall be ready to fight them there. 

Mr. 8. Esrcourr: One word of explanation. I have been misunderstood 
by my right honourable friend (Mr. Henley) in supposing I said this House 
should agree to the decision of the committee, whatever it might be. I meant 
no such thing; but I want to ascertain distinctly from those gentlemen who 
represent the companies, whether we have so entirely their consent to the 
proposition I was making, that I may have a fair hope that, when we 
bring it back again to the House, we may not have opposition from them. I 
see before me the honourable gentleman the member for Limerick. If he 
will state distinctly that he approves of the scheme now before the House, 
and gy it his hearty assent and consent, I for one shall be perfectly 
satisfied. 

Mr. F. RussELL: With regard to the inquiry the right honourable gen- 
tleman has just now made, I beg to state that the committee have so far 
gone into the inquiry that I do not see the necessity of any further evidence, 
and I myself should be perfectly satisfied with the result that the committee 
should come to. But if the committee are merely to go up stairs to make 
a formal inquiry, without making that close and careful inquiry which is 
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necessary should be*made, I do not think the companies would receive 
that amount of justice which it is necessary they should have. And I 
should like to understand, because the right honourable gentleman has said 
he does not think it emomegg, | or convenient, at this late period of the session, 
again to go into evidence. But I re assure the right honourable gentle- 
man that there are some points which will require to be carefully gone into, 
I am satisfied that the companies are anxious that there should be fair legis- 
lation on the subject. They have no hesitation in saying that, under the 
circumstances, the public may be a little alarmed at the great powers in the 
hands of the companies. On that account the companies themselves have 
been anxious for legislation ; but if they are to have legislation, and if they 
are to assist in passing this bill, it must be on the distinct understanding 
that the inquiry up stairs is to be of that full and fair description which will 
elucidate the whole of the matters in their case, and that then the bill shall 
come down in a form which will be acceptable, and not appear in the objec- 
tionable character which it now assumes. There is another point which the 
right honurable gentleman has referred to, and to which he thinks the com- 
panies do not attach much value, which is, the power of the eee. Now, || 
nothing could be more vicious, nothing so injurious to the whole action of 
the companies. It would take from the directors the whole of the control, || 
and vest it in officers who have no interest in the companies. There are 
other cluuses which require alteration and amendment. 

Lord R. Czcti: I really must put it to the House whether, after the de- || 
claration of the honourable member for Limerick, there is the slightest use || 
in referring the bill back to the select committee. It is now the 10th of 
July, and it must be concluded on the 27th of July. The case of the sup- 
porters took 15 days; that of the opponents was not heard at all in conse-|| 
quence of their withdrawing at a certain stage of the proceedings, and it is} | 
to be presumed that their case will be quite as long as that of the promoters. | | 
Add 10 to 15, add Sundays and Saturdays, and we get beyond the time al-|' 
lowed. It appears to me it is of no use, andif we are to fight it out on the|| 
floor of the House we had better fight it out at once. 











Sir G. C. Lewis’s motion was then put and agreed to. 


Fripay, Jury 13. 
(Before the Right Hon. T. SoruERoN Estcourt, Chairman; Messrs. 
Packe, Nortu, and Turner; and Lord Ropert CECI.) 
(Continued from page 450.) 

The committee to whom this bill has been again referred, re-assembled 
this day at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. Baxter, the parliamentary agent for the companies, requested that a| | 
short delay might take place in entering upon the consideration of the bill, || 
to enable Mr. Tise Scott, who was then addressing a committee in the! 
House of Lords, to attend and state their objections. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would not wait, and he asked Mr. 
ba whether counsel would appear for the promoters? 

r. Wart, as agent for the promoters, said he should be quite willing, if} | 
the other side were agreeable, to dispeuse ultogether with the attendance of | | 
counsel, as it would much shorten the inquiry, and there were but a few 
clauses against which the companies could take objection. 

The CHarrMAN said, if counsel were present, he should state what he was | 
now going to state in their absence, that the object of the recommittal of| | 
the bill was to afford an opportunity to the companies to lay their objections | | 
before the committee against certain provisions of the bill, and the com- 
mittee intended to limit their inquiry to those objections. The committee || 
were not disposed to hear long speeches upon the subject. The points to 
be raised in the nature of objections should be stated distinctly; a discus- 
sion would take place upon them one after another, but no formal resolu- 
tion taken upon them. When they had been formally gone through, and 
the determination of the committee expressed upon them, clauses in con- 
formity therewith would have to be prepared and laid befcre them, which| 
they would either reject, accept, or alter; and in that shape the bill would | 
finally leave their hands. Therefore, whether counsel were present or not,| 
the first thing to be done would be to have a distinct statement of the ob-| 
jections to the provisions of the bill as it left the committee, so that they} 
might have the opportunity of discussing them, and judging whether they | 
were prepared to modify any of the clauses to which they formerly agreed. | 

Mr. Wyatt said he would venture to suggest that it would be a great 
convenience if the companies had altered the bill to the form in which they 
wished it to stand, that they should submit it to the committee and the 
promoters, instead of handing in a list of points of objection. 

Mr. Baxter said he had met Mr. Wyatt, according to a suggestion of Sir | 
John Shelley and Mr. Staniland, and gone through the bill clause by clause; 
but since then he had had no communication with the other side, so that he | 
did not know whether they were willing to conform to what Sir John| 
Shelley had agreed to or not. It could not, therefore, be expected that he 
should have an amended bill prepared. In reference to the attendance of | 
counsel, he trusted that in a matter of so much importance as the present, | 
concerning as it did the interests of parties and capital to so large an extent, | 
the committee would not be harsh upon him, and say that because counsel | 
were not here to the moment, they would not hear counsel at all. 

The CHArrMAN said he thought the request for delay was the most un-|| 
reasonable one he had ever heard in his life. The great question here was | 
one of time. He might say that, upon the application of the parties which | 

| 
| 
| 








Mr. Baxter represented, the House had sent this bill back to the committee, | 
and they had met thus early in order to get through as much business as) 
possible for the chance of the bill passing. But now they were met by the | 
companies, who had an unlimited command of counsel, saying they were | 
not ready. If Mr. Hope Scott were present, the committee would have || 
bound him down strictly to a mere statement of the points of objection, and 
those points Mr. Baxter could as well deal with in his absence. Of course, || 
if it should be necessary to have those points pressed upon the committee, | 
they would give Mr. Hope Scott the opportunity or doing so; but to ask, 
them to wait merely for the purpose of receiving seriatim a list of the ob-| | 
jections to the clauses, was trifling with them; and,therefore, he hoped Mr. 
Baxter would at once give them, shortly, the grounds of objection. | 
Mr. Baxter said he would bow to the wishes of the committee and state | 
the objections. The first and great point upon which the companies ob-| 
jected to the bill was, that in effect it was a repeal of the Gas Clauses Act | 
of 1847, the clauses of that Act regulating the profits of the companies not || 
being incorporated in this bill. In mentioning this, he might also allude to) | 
the fact known to honourable members of this committee that, prior to the || 
passing of the Gas Clauses Act, similar clauses were introduced into each 
separate private gas Act regulating the profits of the companies. Under 
those clauses the companies were entitled to a 10 per cent. dividend with a 
reserve-fund equal to one-tenth of their capital, and the making up of back | | 
dividends before the public were entitled to go and ask for a reduction in || 
the price of the article. And this was not the case solely with regard to 
gas companies; precisely the same clauses were introduced into each of the 
water companies Acts. Analagous also were the clauses of the railways 
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|| Act of 1844, under which the rates chargeable could not be reduced until 
| the profits of the companies reached 10 per cent., so that, not only was it 
ithe universal practice with regard to gas companies, but an analagous 
\! course was pursued in reference to water and railway companies. It had, 
‘| therefore, become a standard arrangement in respect of profits between the 
public and the companies who had advanced the money for carrying on 
these undertakings. 
| The Cuarrman: That is one point—I want to get the points. 
Mr. Baxter: But if you will allow me, I want to point out the way in 
which the provisions of the bill in this respect bear upon the companies. 
| The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid we shall have ull this gone over again, so 
‘that I only want you to give me the points of objection. 
| Mr. Baxtrr: I am quite sure the committee do not understand the pro- 
| visions they have imported into this bill, and that the clauses which have 
‘been inserted by the promoters do not carry out the intentions of the com- 
/mittee, but go far beyond what they themselves have proposed. 
{| Mr. Wyatt said, if Mr. Baxter would undertake to state the objections 
|on the part of the promoters he should be content, but he should object to 
a speech afterwards from Mr. Hope Scott. 
| The CuHarrMAN said, that was a matter for the committee to determine. 
Mr. Baxter asked them to wait for Mr. Hope Scott, which they declined to 
do; but they were ready to hear the points of objection, reserving it to 
counsel to enforce them, if necessary. If, however, Mr. Baxter retailed and 
| enforced them himself, they would not hear Mr. Hope Scott on the subject. 


| Mr. Baxter said the first objection on the part of the companies was, as 
‘he had said, the repeal of the Gas Clauses’ Act by the reduction of the com- 
panies’ dividends from 10 per cent. to 8. The next objection was, that the 
bill repealed that part of the Gas Clauses Act which made the reduction of 
price commensurate only with the excess of profits. In this bill, instead of 
that being the case, immediately on the standard being attained, the com- 
mittee op wpe that 6d. per 1000 should be struck off the price of gas. The 
effect of that reduction would be to take off 4 per cent. of the com- 
panies’ profits. It was provided by the Gas Clauses Act that the gas 
should be kept at such a price as to ensure always a 10 per cent. dividend. 
The provisions in this bill were intended by the committee to enable the 
companies to raise the price of gas when the profits were below the standard 
which they fixed; but the clause (47) had been so ingeniously worded that 
this could never take place. By that clause the committee commanded 
that—“ Within six months after their appointment the inspectors shall 
investigate the accounts of each of the gas companies, and shall determine 
the fair rate of dividend which should have been paid as profit on their 
paid-up share capital during the last three years;” and then in the last 
line they declared that—* Such average rate should be called the fixed or 
guranteed dividend of each company, and so from three years to three 
years.” The next clause declared that—“ If and whenever the inspector 
shall report that any gas company, after paying interest on all borrowed 
capital, has earned at the rate of eight pounds per centum per annum 


during the three years immediately preceding the d f th | : 
mer > oe , ee oe cee, Se | the committee would look to the Gas-Works Clauses Act, they would find 


profit upon their paid-up share capital (and whether the company shall 
during the three years or any part thereof have actually paid the full 
profits by way of dividend, or shall have paid part thereof by way of 
dividend, and in any way reserved the residue thereof to meet the de- 
preciation of works or otherwise), then such company shall forthwith 
| reduce the price of the gas supplied by them to the extent of sixpence per 
‘one thousand cubic feet.” The committee would vear in mind what he 
| had stated, that the effect of this would be to reduce the profits of the 
‘companies 4 per cent. The 49th clause provided that—* If and whenever 
the inspectors shall report that any company, after paying interest on all 
| borrowed capital, have earned during the last three years immediately 
| preceding the date of the report less than the fixed or guaranteed dividend, 
| then, if such fixed or guaranteed dividend be less than six pounds per 
|centum per annum, the company shall be entitled to raise the price for 
| gas supplied by them to such sum by the one thousand cubic feet as will 
|bring up the profit to the sum necessary for paying the said fixed or 
| guaranteed dividend.” So that, in case the guaranteed dividend was less 
| than 6 per cent., the price was to be raised, but the guaranteed dividend 
joe more than 8 per cent. The companies would then go on for three 
|years with 4 per cent. dividend, and then they could not raise the 
| price, because the 8 per cent. was above the 6. Another period of three 
years would elapse, and there would be no rise in the price of gas, and they 








would continue at 4 per cent.,and their guaranteed dividend under this | 


second cycle of three years would become 4 per cent. Thesixth year would 
be compared with the third year, and, the guaranteed dividend being 4 per 
cent., they would not have made less than their guaranteed dividend, and 
there would be no rise again. And so it went on; in fact, it was the most 
ingenious clause ever put ina bill to prevent a company which had got down 
to 4 per cent. ever rising agains He was quite sure this was not the inten- 
tion of the committee, but from what passed he thought they meant that, if 
the companies were reduced below 8 per cent., they should be allowed to 
|raise their price until they attained to that again. The promoters had 
foisted this provision into the bill contrary to their intention—a provision 
|| which inflicted this penalty upon the companies, that, being at 8 per cent., 
|they might be reduced to 4 per cent., from which they would never rise 
again, unless they got it by increased profits at the lower price. This was 
the second objection—that, instead of reducing prices proportionately, they 

| Were to be reduced per saltum 6d. per 1000, and then, having reduced the 
profits of the companies 4 per cent., it was provided that they should never 
rise again. The next great objection arose out of the provision for the 
appointment of inspectors. He was quite sure that it had escaped the 
attention of the committee that they had recognized two sets of governors 
of the gas companies—first, a set of inspectors; next, set of examiners— 
the first to be appointed by the Secretary of State, the second by each local 
authority, having precisely (to a certain extent) the same functions. By 
the 8th section the Secretary of State was to appoint inspectors, who 
were to hold meetings, and examine into the shortcomings of the com- 

| panies with respect to the quantity, pressure (and upon the word pressure 
he should have something to say presently), quality, and illuminating 
power of the gas supplied. They were to test the gas and see that what the 
companies proposed to sell was really sold of true illuminating power and 
proper purity. Then, by the clauses, beginning at 28, another set of officers 
was appointed. “ Every local authority taking any supply of gas according 

| tothis Act shall provide all proper and sufficient apparatus, machinery, and 

| Instruments for testing the pressure, illuminating power, and purity of the 

| gas; and from time to time shall appoint, and out of any funds applicable 
by them for their local purposes may pay, a chemical examiner, or gas en- 
gineer, or other competent person, to be an examiner for the purposes of 

| this Act,” &c. This was not a permission, it was a command. When he 
|| Qr. Baxter) went through the bill with Mr. Wyatt before coming to the 
|) committee, he got the word “may” inserted so as to make the appoint- 


“any consumer might go to the session and ask for an accountant. 





ment permissive, but here it was authoritative. Ifthe vestries took gas for 
the supply of the public lamps they must appoint these examiners, so that 
there would be two contemporaneous authorities raised compulsorily under 
this bill to do the same thing. The view which the committee took with 
reference to the necessity for the appointment of inspectors, was one which 
occurred to the committee which sat on the Metropolis Water Act in 1851-2. 
‘That committee considered it desirable that inspectors should be appointed, 
but they did not appoint them a permanent tribunal. They said, pro re 
nata, for the time and purpose, the Board of Trade should make an order 
for the appointment of an inspector to investigate the matter, and that the 
companies should be subject arbitrarily to obey that order whatever it 
might be. And when he (Mr. Baxter) called the attention of the com- 
mittee to that which was a matter of notoriety—viz., that though eight 
years had passed since that Act came into operation, not a single com- 
plaint had been made which had called for the appointment of an inspector, 
they would see at once that it was not necessary to have a permanent 
officer of this kind. An occasional inspector would be perfectly compatible 
with the appointment of a permanent examiner, if the parishes should 
deem such an officer desirable, but he (Mr. Baxter) humbly suggested that 
it would be better to give them a permissive power to do.so than to compel 
them to make the appointment, and that it should be left with the Home 
Secretary on any occasion, pro re nata, to appoint such an inspector as in 
the analogous case of the water companies was provided for, whenever 
called upon to do so. The companies felt that the committee did not 
intend them to be subject to the kind of inspection which the clauses as 
they stood made them liable to. He remembered that when Mr. Serjeant 
Wrangham inquired whether it was intended that the inspectors should be 
inquisitorial or judicial, the chairman stated it as the opinion of the com- 
mittee that their duties should be judicial. But here again the promoters, 
instead of carrying out the intention of the committee, had inserted what 
they themselves thought desirable. The 47th clause provided that the in- 
spector should not only examine the accounts of the company, but posi- 
tively determine the rate of dividend which ought to have been paid by 
them—that is to say, having all the facts laid before him, he would have 
power to look back over the past three years, and say, “ You have paid 6 
per cent., but you ought to have paid 10 per cent.;” or, “ You have paid 9 
per cent., and you ought only to have paid 3 per cent.” He (Mr. Baxter) 
was speaking to gentlemen who had had great experience in public life, and 
he would ask what sort of a luxury they thought it would be for the com- 
panies to have one of these Jacks-in-office continually knocking at their 
doors, and saying, “ You have put down to capital what ought to have gone 
to revenue; or your gasholders are getting out of order, and you have not 
made provision for their repair, and you ought not to have paid any divi- 
dend at all this year.” They would have this man interfering every day 
with their accounts and affairs; and when the committee were infcrmed 
that the thing was wholly unprecedented—that there was nothing analo- 
gous to it in any Act of Parliament—they would feel that the gas com- 
panies might well complain of being subjected to such an inspection. If 


that there was a provision for auditing their accounts which was quite as 
arbitrary as the companies need be subjected to. The 35th section of that 
Act provided that “The court of quarter sessions, and in Scotland the 
sheriff, may, on the petition of any two gas ratepayers within the limits of 
the special Act, nominate and appoint some accountant or other competent 
person, not being a proprietor in any gas-works, to examine and ascertain, 
at the expense of the undertakers (the amount of such expense to be 
determined by the said court or sheriff), the actual state and condition 
of the concerns of the undertakers, and to make report thereof. to the 
said court at the then present or some following sessions, or to the 
sheriff, and the said court or sheriff may examine any witnesses upon 
oath touching the truth of the said accounts and matters therein re- 
ferred to; and if it thereupon appear to the said court or sheriff that 
the profits of the undertakers for the preceding year have exceeded the 
prescribed rate, the undertakers shall, in case the whole of the said reserved 
fund has been and then remains invested as aforesaid,and in case dividends 
to the amount hereinbefore limited have been paid, make such a rateable 
reduction in the rate for gas to be turnished by them as in the judgment of 
the said court or sheriff shall be proper, but so as such rates when 
reduced shall ensure to the undertakers (regard being had to the amount 
of profit before received) a profit as near as may be to the prescribed 
rate.” According to this provision, whenever a gas company were pay- 
ing 10 per cent., any consumer had the power to go to the quarter session 
and obtain the appointment of an officer to examine their accounts and 
books; and should he report that they were actually paying 10 per cent., 
then came a reduction in price. This the committee would find was « most 
efficient provision for regulating the accounts of the companies. It was 
very well known from the public papers what dividends the companies 
were actually paying; and whenever they were on the verge of 10 per cent., 
Here 
then there was practically a power of overlooking the accounts of the gas 
companies for public purposes; and it could answer no public interest to 
have a person continually engaged in the matter, as was proposed by this 
bill, nor was there, as he had already stated, anything analagous to it, either 
in gas-works, water-works, or railway legislation. Then there was another 
point; it was provided by the bill that these inspectors should be empowered 
to call before them the officers of the companies—directors into the bargain 
—and examine them upon oath; and their power in reference to the accounts 
was to allow one thingand disallow another; and if they thought the accounts 
were not kept in a proper way, they might write at the bottom the way in 
which they thought they ought to be kept, and the matter would then come 
before the Home Secretary. He (Mr. Baxter) was quite sure that it was 
not the intention of the committee to put any such provision as this into 
the bill. He quite appreciated the extreme zeal of the promoters, who in 
the absence of the companies thought they had the opportunity of making 
a bill to suit their own purpose: and he was quite sure that neither the 
chairman nor the committee were chargeable with one half of the irritating 
matter put into it. Turning to asmaller matter, and referring to the district- 
ing clauses, it was provided (in the 17th line of the 6th section) that the Home 
Secretary might make any changes that he pleased, “ with the consent of the 
local authority of each district.” It seemed to the companies that the local 
authorities were hardly the proper parties to control the Secretary of State. 
They might inform him, but not control him; and if the provision had 
merely been that the Home Secretary might hear the local authorities, it 
would perhaps be a wholesome restriction; but to give them power to con- 
trol, was hardly courteous to him, and certainly was by no means whole- 
some. In the first place, who were the local authorities? Were they the 
commissioners of this street or that parish—the vestry of Marylebone or 
Pancras? Where were they to be found? These were little difficulties, 
the great point being that, though the Secretary of State might ask for in- 
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formation, he ought not to be controlled. Then, again, he did not know 
whether the committee had altered their minds on the subject, but cer- 
tainly before the petitioners left the room, he understood that the intention 
was that the companies should have separate districts. The bill, however, 
as it now appeared, gave the Secretary of State power to admit a fresh com- 
pany. Clause 6 provided “ that at the expiration of three years next after 
the passing of this Act, and of every three years thereafter, Her Majesty’s 
principal Secretary of State for the Home Department for the time being 
may, either upon the application and with the consent of any two or more 
of the said gas companies whose districts adjoin one another, and with the 
consent of the local authority of each district, make any alteration in the 
boundaries of such districts, or upon the application of any local authority, 
or upon the requisition of not less than twenty gas consumers within any 
district or districts proposed to be affected, and upon proof to his satisfac- 
tion being given that any of the said gas companies are not in a condition 
adequately to supply with gas their respective districts, or have substan- 
tially failed to fulfil the obligations imposed by this Act, may make such 
alterations in the boundaries of such districts, or exclude any existing com- 
pany, or admit any new company respectively, as he thinks proper;” and 
then, lower down, at line 36; it was declared that “no other company or 
person than the company to whom such limits are for the time being as- 
signed, or shall hereafter be assigned, shall supply gas for sale within 
the said limits, unless authorized by Parliament so to do.” Now they 
knew that the action of Parliament was paramount, and all they suggested 
was, that it was not worth while to court the intervention of Parliament. 
By these words being put in, it looked as if the intention of the com- 
mittee was to court that intervention, which was certainly not the case 
as far as their intention was expressed in his hearing. There was 
also another small matter in clause 15, where, speaking about meter- 
rents, it was so worded that a gas company might be asked to supply rnore 
than one meter to the same house. Then there was the greater question of 
the companies being required to supply 50 yards of service-pipe without 
compensation. Perhaps the committee would allow him to refer to the 
Water-Works Clauses Act, in which was a provision that the companies 
should be compelled to supply water when required, provided that the 
quarterly amount of water-rent paid by the consumer should not be less 
than one-tenth part of the expense of laying on the supply, so that there 
was insured to the company an equivalent for the outlay made. This 
| one-tenth would be amply sufficient in the case of water, because, within 
|| certain limits, when the companies’ reservoirs were once filled, the water 
cost them nothing. But with reference to gas, for every 1000 feet supplied 
'|it cost the company 3s., without reckoning interest upon capital. The 
| companies therefore suggested that the rental should be 20 per cent. upon 
|| the outlay, instead of 10 per cent., so as to give them a net 6 per cent. upon 
,,8uch expenditure. Then, in the 20th section of this bill, it was proposed to 
|| specify what kind of contracts the companies might enter into with’ the 
'|local authorities, but the promoters had left out, very inadvertently, 
||“ lighting and extinguishing the lamps.” They had specified everything 
' else—“ For supplying him or them with gas, and with pipes, burners, meters, 
lamps, lamp-posts, and other apparatus, and for the repair and cleansing 
thereof,” but had left out the words,“ lighting and extinguishing the lamps,” 
| which was the most material part of the company’s duty. 
| Mr. Wyarr: I may say at once that we do not object to that addition. 
| Mr. Baxrer said, in section 22, there were restrictions upon the compa- 
'nies with regard to the contracts they might make, and it was provided 
| that—“ No contract for any of those purposes shall contain any term or 
| condition contrary to any of the provisions of this Act, or for giving in case 
|of difference the sole arbitrament thereon to the gas company or any of 
their officers or persons in their employ.” To this the companies did not 
| object; but then it went on to say—* Or to any other person acting other- 
|| wise than independently between the parties.” Who was to say when a 
|man was acting independently between the parties? If the companies were 
| prohibited from putting into the contract that their own officers were to be 
| sole arbitrators, it might be left to the parties to agree who should arbitrate 
| between them, it being remembered that they would be obliged to supply 
| gas though they were not obliged to do so now; therefore no man need sign 
| « contract if he did not like it. In the 23rd section it was provided that 
| the companies “shall well and effectually light all public lamps in all 
|| streets which they are required by the local authority to light "—to this 
| they did not object; but then it went on—“and shall supply to the 
‘local authority so much gas as they require for their public lamps.” 
If this was not a repetition, it meant that the companies should supply in 
| bulk, and the local authorities should distribute in detail. But, if that was 
| to stand at all, the companies submitted, that there must be a provision to 
| the effect that, unless the parishes should like to burn by meter, they 
' should light the gas, otherwise the parishes might burn what they (the com- 
panies) pleased, and the companies would only be able to charge the same 
|fixedsum. The same remark applied also to clause 24. Then, as to clause 
| 26, the companies were required without any limitation to supply gas of the 
illuminating power there specified. Now, in all the cases with which he 
| (Mr. Baxter) was conversant, and amongst these he might mention the 
City Gas Bill which passed last session after considerable opposition by the 
corporation, and the Dover Gas Bill which passed this session, it was pro- 
|| vided that, “ unless prevented by frost, unusual deficiency of coals, or other 
‘| unavoidable cause or accident,” the companies should make this supply. 
He need not tell the committee that in the event of severe frosts when the 
thermometer went below zero, no amount of cannel coal would enable the 
companies to keep the gas up to the required standard. Then, too, there 
| ight be an unusual scarcity of coal. The companies were dependent upon 
| the fleet which came up the river for their supply, and in the event of ad- 
| Verse winds, or the contingency of a hostile fleet blockading the coast, they 
| might be deprived of the means of fulfilling this obligation. 


The CuarrMaN said the committee were told that a great deal of coal 
was brought up by land, and that there was always a supply. 

Mr. Baxter said the same section provided that the Saniesting power 
should be tested with an argand burner, having fifteen holes and a seven- 
inch chimney, consuming five cubic feet of gas an hour. He proposed to 
put in the words “ or other suitable burner.” It was within the knowledge 
of the companies that an argand burner, having fifteen holes and a seven- 
inch chimney might be so made as not to give above three-fourths of the 
illuminating power which the gas would produce, and nothing could be 
more clear than this, that if the companies were under penalty, they ought 
to have the advantage of the best burner that could be procured, and not 
the worst. “Other suitable burner’’ would give a discretion to the parties 
which he was persuaded the committee would not think an unreasonable 
one. Then, at the end of that section, the method of testing the purity was 
given according to a formula suggested by Dr. Letheby—viz., that the gas 
should not contain more than five grains of ammonia or twenty grains of 
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back to 5 feet an hour consumption, so that, instead of adopting Mr. 


subject, and fe told them, “You have got there a test by which not one|! 
chemist out of twenty, unless he is a practical chemist, and in the habit of || 
manipulating the thing, would be able to tell you how many grains of sul- | | 
hur or ammonia the gas contains. If you want to have a practical test, | 
et it be provided that the gas shall be so far free from ammonia and from | 
sulphuretted hydrogen, that it shall not discolour either turmeric paper, or | | 
paper imbued with acetate or carbonate of lead, when those tests are ex- | 
posed toa current of the gas issuing for one minute under a pressure of 
five-tenths of an inch of water.” Professor Brande would give the com- || 
mittee his reasons for selecting this test. the most weighty of which was, 
that this was the mode in which the test was usually applied, that it ex- 
pressed exactly what every day was done. Then there was a provision in 
the bill with reference to the powers of the examiners. This was embodied || 
in the 28th section, a like provision being made for the inspectors. It was | 
that they should be allowed, at their own expense, for the purpose of ascer- | | 
taining the pressure, illuminating power, and purity of the gas, to place and || 
attach any communication-pipe, pressure-gauges, indicators, pressure- 
registers, or other machinery, to any gas-main or pipe passing through any || 
street under their control, and may from time to time repair, remove, and || 
renew any such communication-pipes, pressure-gauges, indicators, pressure- | | 
registers, or other machinery, or any part thereof.” This was a most un- || 
reasonable power, under which the companies’ mains might at any | 
time be bored through at any point the inspectors thought proper, || 
and the companies must take the chance of their being properly | 
plugged again. What he would suggest was, that a clause should be in- | 
serted similar to one in the City Gas Act—viz., that the companies should| 
erect, in consonance with the views expressed by the committee, within a|/ 
thousand yards of their works (and if any dispute arose as to the spot, the 
companies were quite willing to leave the decision of it with a police magis- || 
trate), a proper test meter, which should be open at whatever time the in- 
spector hese to attend for the purpose of testing the gas. They proposed 
that there should be this one*spot at which it should be done, and not that 
their pipes should be lable to be bored through at any place. The com-|| 
mittee would recollect that on the evidence it appeared that the gas could 
be tested at the ordinary burner, but if not, it might be tested at this testing 
place, and he thought there would be no difficulty in agreeing upon a spot. 
Another point of objection to the bill was, that it provided for the ex- 
aminers coming into the works of the companies without any notice, and 
making their investigations without any witnesses whatever, and that they 
should have power to give a certificate which should be conclusive against 
the companies. He was quite sure the committee never intended to give a 
power under which a party might be adjudicated upon in his absence, and | 
with no notice whatever. What the companies suggested was that, as in| 
other bills, there should be three or four hours’ notice given to them, and | 
that the tests should be made in the presence of some person appointed by| 
the companies, and that, if there were to be an inquiry, the party should be | 
summoned and heard, before any certificate was given upon the subject. | 
The CHAIRMAN: You propose that upon reasonable notice to the secre- | 
tary and engineer of the company, the examiner shall have access at all| 
times to such experimental meter. 1} 
Mr. Baxter said he did. In the 41st section there was reference to the | | 
same stereotyped argand burner; and here again he proposed to add the || 
words—“ or other suitable burner.” Then came the question which the | 
committee intended to provide for in another way by this bill, viz, the 
maximum price of gas. He thought they were not insensible to the fact || 
that gas could not be produced eyery year at the same price, but must vary | | 
with the price of coal, iron, and labour; but as the bill came out of the|| 
hands of the committee, there was no provision for this variation, as the | | 
committee intended should be’ done by their proposal of a rise of 6d. per || 
1000. The promoters had so cleverly put together the clauses, and left the || 
bill in such a state, that there was no provision of the kind. Supposing|} 
coal were to rise 10s. per ton, by which the cost of gas would be increased | 
1s. per 1000 feet, the companies would have no remedy. He would venture | 
to suggest that instead of the committee adopting an entirely new and un- 
tried mode of raising the price of gas, they should adhere to the old stereo- 
typed Act of Parliament method, viz., that of giving a maximum beyond 
the actual charging price; and he would suggest further that it should be 
5s. 6d. per 1000, leaving 1s. margin between the present charge and the 
maximum price. He knew he should be met by the objection—* What 
security will there be that the companies will not put up the price 
within that maximum?” What he had to suggest was, that if the | 
companies put up the price beyond 4s. 6d., any number of consumers 
might appeal to the Secretary of State, who should institute an inquiry whe- 
ther the circumstances were such as to justify that increase of price, and || 
should have arbitrary power to allow, or modity, or negative the same. The || 
effect would be that the companies could ng raise their price except sub- || 
ject to an appeal to the Home Secretary, it being intended that the margin || 
should cover the contingency—not only the possible, but the certain, one— || 
that within a series of years there would be a rise in the price of coals, iron, | 
or labour. | 
The Cuarrman: You propose that, if the price is raised above 4s. 6d., a 
certain number of consumers may appeal to the Secretary of State, who || 
shall have absolute power to disallow or to sanction the increase ? |i 
Mr. Baxter said he did, so as to give the public security that the maxi- || 
mum should not be used for any other purpose than to cover increased cost | 
of production. Referring to clause 42, he said he thought that here again | 
the companies, and the committee also, had great reason to complain of the || 
conduct of the promoters. Mr. Hughes came forward and vouched to the || 
committee that his method of testing the quality of cannel gas, by con- || 
suming 23 feet per honr, was a more perfect test than by the consumption | | 
of 5 feet. He pledged himself to it, and brought forward his clause for 
securing the 21 candles which the committee were aiming at. But when || 
the companies came to speak to practical men, they found that the effect | 
of that clause would be to add a large per centage of light to the consump- || 
tion of the gas. There was a certain amount of gas consumed per hour || 
which gave the highest illuminating power—for instance, 5 feet of cannel 
gas—but if that were reduced to 2} feet, they would not get half the light, | 
nor, if it were increased to 7} feet, would they get 50 per cent. more light. 
The law of illumination was not a simple arithmetical calculation; there || 
was a certain proportionate quantity, and, if that were lessened, the light 
was not lessened in arithmetical proportion, but in a greater degree; and || 
so, too, if it were increased in arithmetical proportion, the light was not/| 
correspondingly increased. Mr. Hughes’s principles were therefore false, 
and he had imposed this clause upon the committee withous taking the 
trouble to ascertain the facts for himself. He (Mr. Baxter) would bring 
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would be more than 23, or, as some said, more than 25 candles, instead of 
21. He therefore asked the committee to alter the 2} feet in this clause 
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Hughes’s novelty, the test would stand in this bill as in any other Act of 
Parliament. And he would venture to suggest that, in referenee to cannel 
gas, irstead of mounting up by the steps which the committee proposed, 
there should be given to the companies a clause similar to that of which 
notice had been given on the votes of the House, that “any company sup- 
plying gas of the purity by this Act required, and of such an illuminating 
wer that a batswing or other suitable burner, consuming 5 feet of gas per 
our, shall produce a light equal to 18 of the sperm candles before specified, 
may charge for their gas at a rate not exceeding 8s. per 1000 cubic feet.” 
The 8s. was put in for this reason: 6s. was the charging price for cannel gas, 
and there had never been any other price charged; but, to give a margin 
for any possible increased cost of production, as they said 5s. Gd. for common 
gas, so it was said that 8s. or 7s. 6d. would be the same proportion for cannel 
gas. And he proposed that no rise should take place without an appeal to 
the Home Secretary, as before stated. He was sure the committee would 
remember that the evidence given before them went to show that the cannel 
coal field was a limited source of supply, and therefore there was more com- 
petition in it, and a greater risk of a rise in price. He would now refer to 
the 43rd section of the bill, which was a sequence of the graduated scale of a 
rise of 4d. per candle, and which provided that no company should raise the 
standard of light in the face of a dissent in writing by a certain number of 
local authorities—“a majority of the local authorities.” If it should please 
the committee, the companies would rather not have a graduated scale, 
because they felt that if it were given, it would be impracticable to werk it, 
because if a company were prepared to supply 15-candle gas, and should 
give three months notice of their intention to do so, they might, after having 
made all their preparations, receive a notice of dissent at the eleventh hour 
from the majority of the local authorities, and all their arrangements would 
consequently fall to the ground. If, however, the committee should keep 
to the complicated system of a graduated scale, it should be left to the dis- 
eretion of the companies to supply what light they pleased, the public being 
protected in getting their meney’s worth. ‘The companies said, one and all, 
that practically common gas could only be supplied within certain limits of 
| illuminating power; that after that it became another sort of gas, and they 
| were quite content to keep within those distinctions. 

—_ R. Ceci: Then what number of candles do you fix for the higher 
gas 
| Mr. BaAxrEer: We propose 18; the committee having suggested 21. At 
|; present you have the exceptional case that the Houses of Parliament are 
| | supplied with 26-candle gas. 
j| Mr. Packe: Not merely the Houses of Parliament, but the whole parish. 
|| Mr. Baxrer: So far as the cannel pipes go; but it never would have 
| reached that illuminating power had not the Chartered Company been fired 
|| with ambition to make a blaze in the Houses of Parliament, and at that 
time they were also threatened with competition. 

The CEAirMAN: The fact is, we do not draw a distinction between the 
two. I observe that hitherto your suggestions entirely follow Mr. Russell’s 
amendments. 

Mr. Baxter: They do very nearly. 

‘ The CuatrmMan: You do not happen to have any bills prepared in that 
‘orm ? 

Mr. Baxter said he had not. The companies asked for the adoption of 
the Gas Clauses Act, and if the committee upon consideration should say 
that they would adhere to that Act, his friend Mr. Wyatt and himself could 
adapt clauses to meet the present case; but until that was done, it would 
be useless labour to prepare a bill. The next matter to which he referred 
was, that by the 50th and 51st sections of the bill, the companies were re- 
| quired to furnish maps of their districts on a scale of not less than six inches 
| to a mile, on which must be laid down all their mainsand pipes. The com- 
| mittee would remember that the companies would also be bound to furnish 
|| maps of each of their districts, to be signed by the chairman and sealed by 

|the companies. But by these clauses they were required not only to deposit 
| maps, but continually to correct the same. So that if a main was altered 
|| to the extent of half a dozen yards, they must go tothe clerk of the peace or 
the vestry, and deposit new maps, showing what had been done. It seemed 
to him that all this was unnecessary, and unless it could be shown that any 
important public interest was to be served by it, the companies prayed to be 
excused from doing it. There was only one other matter, viz., the 56th sec- 
tion, which was a section saving the powers of the Metropolitan and Local 
Board of Works. He need not reiterate what had been stated, that the 
boards could prevent the companies from laying down any new mains through 
the streets. The committee were now going, for the first time, to make it 
compulsory upon the companies to supply gas. If they were thus to be 
placed by penalty under this obligation, they felt that they must have un- 
limited powers to lay down such mainsas would enable them to make that sup- 
ply, otherwise, when the consumption of gas at the end of any main had in- 
creased beyond its capacity of supply, they might, through the refusal of 
| the local board to permit them to lay down a new main, be subject to a 
| penalty for not doing an impossibility. The alteration which they asked 
in this clause was, that these words should be prefixed—“ Save that the 
several gas companies shall have power to open the streets and lay down 
mains and pipes for the supply of gas, nothing in this Act contained shall 
avoid, prejudice, or impair any of the powers,” &c. &c. ‘There might be 
some other smaller alterations which would have to be made, but at the 
present moment he need not go into them, except to say that, with regard 
to the companies supplying services, if the committee still thought they 
should do so, a provision similar to that contained in the water Act should 
be introduced, but giving the companies 20 per cent. upon the outlay. The 
object of the committee in that clause was to meet the case of the poor man 
who might not be able to pay the cost of obtaining the supply; but it 
should be remembered that the provision of fifty yards would serve not the 
| poorer clags of customers whose houses for the most part lay close to the 

street, but those villa houses which lay back from the read with gardens in 

front of them. 

Mr. Horr Scott, who had just entered the room, apologized for not 
having been able to appear earlier, and said that he thought the matter was 
best left in the hands of the parliamentary agents. His learned friend on 
the other side (Mr. Denison) seemed to be of the same opinion as he had 

|| abstained from appearing. 

|; The Crarrmman said he thought it was a very proper course, and as Mr. 

|| Baxter was doing the work so well, the learned counsel need not regret 

{| being absent. 

'| Mr. Baxter proceeded with his address, and in reply toa question from 

|the chairman said the companies would have no objection whatever to 
supply 20 feet of service-pipe gratuitously. There was one topic he would 
like to say a word upon, as connected with this question. The honourable 

| chairman seemed to have been under the impression that the twenty-two 
Metropolitan Gas Companies were all created on the principle of competi- 


| tion. But the fact was not so; they were created to'supply their respective 
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districts, and it was only in the case of a few companies thatthey had come 
into competition at all. 

The CHarrman: I did not mean to say that Parliament facilitated com- 
petition, or had anything to do with it, but that they received their Acts 
when competition was open, and the protection of the public might be pro- 
vided fer by competition. I did not mean to imply more than that. 

Mr. Baxter said it was quite true that when they received their Acts, 
they were liable to have a competitor apply to Parliament for leave to 
supply the same district, but the majority of the existing companies were 
limited to districts which did not interfere with any other. In the City of 
London, and one or two other places, there had beey applications for com- 
petitive districts, but out of the hundreds of gas companies in the kingdom 
there were not fifty between whom competition existed. The almost in- 
variable rule was that one company occupied the spot and, therefore, in 
asking to be allowed their respective districts, the metropolitan companies 
were only asking for the same privilege which was accorded to the pro- 
vincial companies throughout the kingdom. 

The CHARMAN: You mean that each had a district assigned them; that 
is as far as you can go? 

Mr. Baxter said he would just recur fora few moments to the first question 
viz., the question of the committee accepting or discarding the Gas-Work.- 
Clauses Act. He could not impress with sufficient earnestness upon the com- 
mittee the feeling entertained out of doors upon the subject. With the various 
companies, railway, water. and gas, there was not less or very little less than 
£500,000,000 of capital laid out upon the faith of what they believed to be 
acontract with the State, that they should be allowed to take the rates 
fixed for them until their profits rose to 10 per cent. It might be con- 
sidered that 10 per cent was a large dividend, and so it was, if capital 
could be Jaid out with the idea of receiving 10 per cent interest from the 
commencement; but the committee were aware that in these companies, it 
was often laid out for 1 per cent., 2 per cent., and so on; and if they were to 
go through the whole of the London companies, they would find that for 
the first ten years of their existence the returns upon the capital invested 
were exceedingly small. It was upon this principle that the om had 
given them an ultimate 10 per cent. if they prospered; and it must be re- 
niembered that they could only get it, not by raising the rates to the 
public, but by extending their business within the limits which Parliament 
had fixed for them. If, as in America, they could charge unlimited rates, 
the committee might be jealous about allowing them to take 10 per cent. 


dividends; but here the charge was limited, and the 10 per cent. could only 


be reached by extending their business. When by proper management of 
their affairs, and by extending their business, they had got a dividend of 10 
per cent., was it to be wondered at that men with the prospect of that be- 
fore them should recoil from any provision which should go to break the 
contract between them and the State,and which might not only reduce 
their dividends to 4 per cent., but keep them there? 

The Cuarrman: Do you understand that. the 10 per cent. in the 
Gas Clauses Act covers the sum required for the depreciation of capital? 

Mr. Baxter: Yes, sir; there is no question about it. 

The.CHainman: But there is a question about it. I have here an ac- 
count of a case in Glasgow, where it was held not to do so. Iam not 
speaking of a reserve-fund, but of a sum for depreciation. If we can come 
to an understanding about that, it may smooth our way. 

Mr. BAxTEeR: The working of the Act is, that when the company is 
making a profit of 10 per cent. it comes under the revision of the quarter 
sessions, and the price must be reduced in the measure of profit above 10 
per cent. ‘There is a provision for forming a reserve-fund to the extent of 
one-tenth of the capital: but there is no specific provision that anything 
shall be laid by to cover depreciation. 

The CHarrMan: Quite true; but observe the way in which the reserve- 
fund is to be laid out. It docs not cover what I understand to be deprecia- 
tion. My question to you is, do you understand that the 10 per cent. is to 
include whatever is necessary to cover depreciation of property, or do you 
not? 

Mr. Baxter: Putting your question in another form, it is, should we 
have a right, after showing that our profits are 14 per cent., to retain the 
surplus? Until we have a reserve-fund of one-tenth of our capital we 
should: but when we have got that we have no right to retain it. The 
question of depreciation will only arise in this way; when they repair their 
works, supposing they have a gasholder which cost £20,000 which is worn 
out, they must replace it at once; but they have the reserve-fund to go to 
for the moment, and when they have taken that, then they repair their re- 
serve-fund. 

The Cuarnman: Do you mean to say that wear and tear year by year 
comes under the reserve-fund, 

Mr. Baxter: You see, sir, wear and tear is only expenditure. Every 
company, when it is twenty years old, gets into a normal state as to wear 
and tear. As long as the newness of the undertaking lasts, it is only repair- 
ing that is required; but, when that is over, then begins what would come 
out of a depreciation-fund, if there were one formed; but there is no pro- 
vision in the Gas Clauses Act for a fund ether than a reserve-fund. After 
a company have worked for twenty years, and have begun to renew one 
article and another in their fixed plant, they will have got a normal state 
of expenditure; that is,a certain part of their concern will have to be 
renewed year by year. If it increases, it will make their repairs vary for 
that year, and they are entitled to deduct that before their profit is ascer- 
tained, and therefore the depreciation-fund as proposed in this bill is a 
myth, We have no right, and we should never be allowed When we came 
before the sessions to have our price reduced, to say—“ You shall not reduce 
us to the extent of this 1 or 2 per cent., because we want to make a depre- 
ciation-fund.” In the manner in which the committee have been dealt with 
in regard to depreciation they had been misled, for it was clear that depre- 
ciation would not form a ground of deduction when the Gas Clauses Act 
caine to be worked out, because the companies must give an account of all 
their profits, except what was necessary to make up the reserve-fund, 

The CHARMAN: In truth, you deny any depreciation-fund whatever, 
other than the reserve-fund? 

Mr. Baxter: Yes, we ere quite content with that. 

Mr. Turner: Let me quite understand you. You mean to say that the 
reserve-fund should be kept up to 10 per cent., and, if you take any given 
suin out of it, you may renew it up to the 10 per cent. 

Mr. Baxter: Certainly, sir; it is specifically stated so: “No sum of 
money shall be taken from the said fund for the purpose of meeting any 
extraordinary claim, unless it be first certified in England or Ireland by two 
justices, and in Scotland by the sheriff, that the sum so proposed to be 
taken is required for the purpose of meeting an extraordinary claim within 
the meaning of this or the special Act.” 

Mr. TurNER: You consider that your profits are all applicable to divi- 
dend, having that reserve-fund to protect you? 
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Mr. Baxter said he did. It must be remembered that gas companies 
ran a risk which water and railway companies did not ran—that inventive 
science might effect an alteration in the mode of lighting to which their 
present plant would not be applicable. If such a thing should occur they 
must bear it, for there was no provision to meet it; but, such being the 
case, they were more entitled to the 10 per cent. which the Legislature had 
given them than either of the other two. 


ing for that. You say it is not required under the provisions of the Gas 
Clauses Act. 


after repairing your plant? 
Mr. BAXTER said, before profits were struck the repairs were deducted. 


had got at their profits they had no right to claim anything for depre- 
ciation. 
Lord R. Ceci: Then what you claim is, 10 per cent., a reserve-fund, 
and that your works from year to year shall be kept in working order? 
Mr. Baxter: Yes, my lord. 


Lord R. Cecri: Does that apply to all the companies ? 
Mr. Baxter: It is proposed by this bill to make it apply to all the com- 


ies. . 

Lord R. Cecru: But there are some companies limited. Is there not one 
limited to 8 per cent.? 

Mr. Baxter: Yes, the Surrey Consumers. The provision is, that when 
they charge more than 4s. 6d. their dividends shall be limited to 8 per 
cent. 

The CHarrMAN: You ask, on the part of those who are limited to 8 per 
cent., as well as those who, by adopting the Gas Clauses Act, are allowed 10 
per cent., that they may be put in this bill upon the same footing, leaving 
them as they are. You do not propose that the 8 per cent. companies 
should be raised to 10? 

Mr. BAxTer said he could not claim it at the hands of the committee if 
they thought it unfair. 


so clear with regard to the depreciation. ‘I have here a letter from a gentle- 
gow before the sheriff. He says that a considerable time was spent in ar- 
guing whether 10 per cent. under the Gas Clauses Act should cover the 
| depreciation of works or not. The accountant, as you will perceive, is 
| clearly of opinion that there should be a depreciation-fund independent of 
to some extent. 


the fund. Here is a full report, and the latter part of it turns upon that 





|ciation is covered by the 10 per cent. or not. I only mention this to 
| show you that it is not without some reason that I put the question. 


Mr. BAxTer said the committee would at the same time feel that unless 


profit here would include everything that was left after renewing works, 
and they would have no right to say that they would lay by any part of 
them, for they must go in reduction of the gas-rates. As a lawyer, he had 
no hesitation in saying that such was the construction of the Act, unless it 
was otherwise specifically provided. Leaving that topic, and reverting for a 
moment to the question of inspectors and examiners, he thought he need 
scarcely add more than a word upon the subject. All the companies were 
extremely jealous of what they properly called their independence, and they 
asked, as they had laid out their own capital at their own risk, that they 
should be allowed to manage it in their own way. If Parliament had found 
the capital, or if the public had found the capital, they might control it; 
but the companies who had found their own might surely ask to be left 
entirely at liberty as to the mode of keeping their accounts. The public had 
security in the character and position of the gentlemen at the head of these 
undertakings, that they would not falsify their books nor cook their ac- 
counts, nor conceal the real state of their affairs. It was not to the inte- 
rest of the companies to keep up the price of gas, but to charge as low as 
possible, consistently with cbtaining a 10 per cent. dividend, because in that 
way they would give satisfaction to their customers, and protect themselves 
from competition. He thought, therefore, he was not asking too much on 
the part of those who were in the habit of laying out these large capitals 
for the public benefit, that they should be trusted as men of honour and 
standing, and that no legislation should come in upon them as if they were 
rogues or deceivers, who intended to trap the public into what they had no 
right to bear. They objected, therefore, to have a man continually at their 
elbows, quarrelling with them as to whether this or that item was right, 
and whether their accounts should be kept in this or that form. Every 
gentleman connected with these companies had stated that if this bill were to 
be passed, and they were to be subjected to be called npon oath to say whether 
or not they had defrauded the public, they would cease to hold the offices they 
now filled. The difficulties which the companies felt centred on two main 
points—first, that the committee were by this bill taking from under their 
feet the very ground upon the confidence of which they had laid out their 
capitals; and next, that they were putting at their right hand a tormentor, 
who should Qun in upon them at every act in reference to their account- 
keeping and expenses, and who. must ever be an annoyance to them. 
Neither of these two things did the committee intend to do—it was the in- 
genuity of his friend on his left (Mr. Wyatt) who, in his zeal for the local 
authorities who were prompting him every moment, had been led into these 
excesses, and had occasioned the inconvenience to the committee of having 
to reassemble a second time. It could not be to the interest of the gas 
| companies to be at enmity with the local authorities, and it was not their 
wish. He had again and again offered to his friend to try and settle the 
matter, and he had been told it was settled with the honourable baronet 
before him (Sir John Shelley). 

Mr. Wyarr said he should best serve the interests of his clients by not 
| | going into all the details, and certainly should not touch upon that part of 
| 








| Mr. Baxter’s remarks which consisted of an abuse of himself for attempting, 
|as he alleged, to mislead the committee, except to say that he thought he 
| had had sufficient experience not to make the attempt, and to feel that, if 
| attempted, it would certainly not succeed. The course which he suggested 
||as most convenient was, that the opponents of the bill who had objected to 
|| certain clauses should bring up such amendments upon them as they might 
|| think desirable, so that the committee might have an opportunity of con- 
|| sidering them. 

The CuarrMAN said there would not be time for that, and therefore, the 


| posals of the companies were so preposterous that it was no use going into 


The Cuarrman: Now, then, I think we have your views upon deprecia- | 
tion. We certainly intended to make allowance for that—8 per cent. allow- | 


Lord R. Cectz: You" calculate 10 per cent. under the Gas Clauses Act, | : é 
ae ’ | cooking the accounts, and by making up deficiencies and drawing for 


| various purposes upon the depreciation-fund. He believed that no instance 


It was the necessary course of commercial accounts, but as soon as they | was ever known of the public getting a reduction in the price of gas b 


| capitals adjusted upon a new footing. It was not a parallel case to the 
| present. 





the dividend-fund; and the sheriff in his interlocutory favours the matter | 
In the debate before the sheriff, the parties did not agree | 
as to what should be considered as an extraordinary claim or demand upon | 
| supply was always matter of contract, and the hours of burning were 


point whether the reserve-fund covers depreciation, or whether the depre- | always specified. 


| would have any objection to an independent authority deciding from time 


there was a specific provision in the Act which said the companies might | 
take a portion of the profits and apply them to collateral purposes, the word | 





best course would be for Mr. Wyatt to state what he had to say in reply to 
he other side. It would be very easy afterwards to draw pre Aa ed 
Mr. Wyatt said the honourable baronet, Sir John Shelley, wished him to 
state very distinctly, that no agreement had been made between Mr. 
Staniland and himself upon the provisions of the bill, and he could bear out 
the statement by the fact, that Sir John had before told him that the pro- 


them. Referring to the objections urged against the bill on the other side, 
he said that the reason for omitting the sections of the Gas Clauses Act 30 
to 37 and substituting others was, that in practice it was found impossible 
to get a reduction in the price of gas under those provisions, in consequence 
of the various devices which could be resorted to by zealous officers, by 


the working of those sections. His friend had alluded to the Metropolis 
Water Act as a precedent in this case; but in that instance the; whole of 
the sag rene had their accounts duly and properly audited. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was aware of the difference in the two cases. || 
Before the committee on the Water Companies Bill finished their labours 
all the accounts of the companies were subjected to examination, and their || 





Mr. Wyatt proceeded to answer the further objections of Mr. Baxter by | 
referring to the evidence given on the several points, and submitting that | | 
tke decisions of the committee upon them were such as were essential for | | 
the public security. In reference to his remarks in support of the clause || 
requiring the companies to supply fifty yards of service-pipe gratuitously, || 

The CHAIRMAN said the real argument was, could it be regarded as a| 
matter of public pe 4 that the companies should come under such an ob- | 
ligation? It cou | 





d not be supported in a commercial point of view, because | 
the companies were called upon to make a certain expenditure for which 
there was no return. 

Mr. Wyatt said he was prepared to concede the point in reference to the | | 
lighting and extinguishing of the lamps. [On the subject of the supply of || 


The CHAIRMAN: I should like to mention to you that the matter is not | meters, it was agreed to modify the clause so as to relieve the companies 


from being called upon to supply more than one to each house, except when 


man who! do not know, enclosing me a report of some proceedings at Glas- | Fequived in the case of separate tenancies in the same building.) On the } 


question of arbitrament in regard to contracts, 
The CHarrmAN said he thought the fairest thing would be to havea 
clause of arbitration, and to make it imperative upon all, so that it should | 


| not be competent to any party to settle a dispute except as provided for in 


the Act. || 

Mr. Wyatt said the objections to the 23rd and 24th clauses, that the iF 
parishes might get a greater supply of gas to the public lamps than they | 
paid for, by keeping them alight too long, was met by the fact that the 


The CHAIRMAN inquired, with reference to clause 26, whether Mr. Baxter 


to time what was the best test which science at the moment suggested ? 

Mr. Baxter said they would not object to a competent scientific autho- 
rity deciding it; and if the words were inserted in the clause, “ other suit- | | 
able burner,” the law would require it. 

The CuarrMaN said he was speaking of the test of purity. Would there 
be any objection to refer it to the Treasury or the Board of Trade as to 
what was the fairest test? 

Mr. BAxTER said, none at all; the companies only required that they | | 
should not be bound to an impossible test. 

Mr. Wyartr said there were many inventions at the present day, and he 
understood the gas companies were trying some which, as far as the public 
were concerned, were very objectionable. It might meet the case, perhaps, 
to say “a burner to be approved of,” or “ now deposited,” or “ to be depo- 
sited within three months after the passing of the Act;" but the words pro- 
posed on the other side were very objectionable, and might lead to great 
inconvenience and injury to the public. 

The CHArrMAN asked if it was intended that that should be the burner 
for a limited term? If there were improvements the Board of Trade might 
from time to time determine which was most suitable. . 


Mr. Wyarr suggested that any alteration should be made when the} 
companies went before the Home Secretary at the triennial revisions. | 
With reference to the 1000 yards from the works within which the gas 
was to be tested, he said it was a matter of extreme importance, and he was | 
requested to urge the re-consideration of it upon the committee. i 

ord R. Ceci inquired whether the promoters wished to have the bill 
altered in this respect? 

Mr. Wyatt said they did, as the bill was sent back for reconsideration. 

The Cu4rrMan inquired what was suggested. | 

Mr. Wyarr said he had been engaged on a bill that day (the Highbridge 
Markets and Improvement Bill) in which Lord Redesdale had suggested 
that the apparatus should be put up at acertain place, or at some other con- 
venient place where the gas could be tested. On the subject of the pro- 
posed maximum price of gas so much had already been said that he need 
not weary the committee by repeating it. He would only refer to the 
printed evidence and express his conviction that the committee would not 
make any alteration in the course they had adopted without they saw that 
evident injustice would result from it. As to the opinion of Professor 
Brande on the mode of ascertaining the quality of cannel gas, he (Mr. 
Wyatt) could bring forward evidence to show that the experiments to which 
Mr. Hughes referred had been made, and that they were perfectly easy and 
effective; and, if necessary, he was prepared to have the experiment tried 
in that room. In reference to ciause 49, he thought Mr. Baxter had taken 
a wrong view when he said the effect would be to reduce the dividends to 
4 per cent. without any means of their rising again. As he (Mr. Wyatt) 
read the clause, the effect would be quite the opposite. It certainly was not 
the intention of the promoters that such a resuit should follow; and if such 
was shown to be the case, he should be happy to make any alteration which 
was necessary. 

The CHarrMan said the committee knew exactly what both sides thought 
about that clause; _ would have to take the matter into consideration, 
and he did not know that more need be said upon it. 

_Mr. Wyarr said the requirement in clause 50, as to maps, was a very 
simple one, and it was a matter of great public convenience that such maps 
should be provided. 

The Cnarrman said the objection was, not that the maps should be pro- 
vided, but that they should be continually liable to alteration whenever any 
small change was made. The difficulty might be met by having it done 
periodically, 
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Mr. BAxTER said there would be no objection to its being done once in 
three years. 

Mr. Wyatt said his friend had told them that it was most important the 
companies should have the power to break up the streets without the con- 
sent of the local boards. The local boards of health and the vestries were 
the constituted authorities for looking after the public interests; there was 
no one of their duties which was held so sacred or looked upon with so 
much jealousy as that of the management of the streets; and he did not 
think it required any argument on his part to show the impolicy of taking 
that management out of their hands. 

The CHAIRMAN said there must be an alteration either in clauses 18 or 
56. The one imposed a penalty on the company for not supplying gas—the 
other did not give them the power to Jay down pipes for the purpose. 

Mr. Wyatt said they already had the power, on giving proper notice to 
the local authorities. 

Lord R. Ceci: Cannot the local authorities prevent their doing it? 

Mr. WyArTT said they could not, except with regard to new mains. 


added to clause 18, that if the failure of the companies to supply gas was 
through the local authorities preventing them from laying down pipes, they 
should not be liable to penalty. 

Mr. Wyatt said he would take care to put in words extending the pro- 
visions of the Metropolitan Act to new mains. 

Mr. BAxTER said that, by the Gas Clauses Act, section 6, the undertakers 
were bound to give proper notice, and to do the work under proper super- 
intendence. 

Mr. Wyarr said he thought they were both agreed that there must be a 
power to lay down pipes, but it should be done under the superintendence of 
the local surveyor. In reference to the objection to the inspector adminis- 
tering an oath to the officers of the companies, the promoters were willing 
to dispense with that provision, and substitute for it a statutary declaration 
as to the correctness of the accounts. The only other point upon which he 
need touch was this, and he would urge it most respectfully and earnestly 
upon the committee, viz.:—the desirableness of having some means of ar- 


_ and the course of their proceeding then would depend a great deal u 
The CuarrMaN said, if clause 56 were retained, there must be a proviso > 





riving at the true capitals of the companies. If that matter could be ar- 
ranged as in the case of the water companies, or in any other way more | 
agreeable to the companies, it would help to remove many doubts, and pre- 
vent those obnoxious persons who had been called “ Jacks in office” being 
so offensive as was anticipated. He thought there should be no loop- | 
hole by which the companies should evade giving the benefits intended by | 
this Act to the public. 
The CHAIRMAN said the most simple mode of arriving at that would be 
by a particular form of drawing up the accounts. He thought it would 
not be difficult for a knowing actuary to draw up accounts in such a shape | 
as that it would be impossible to evade a full disclosure of the matter. 
Whether the companies would agree to fill up a form of account once in 
three years, he did not know. 
Mr. Wyatr thought the proposal of the chairman would apply to the 
|| current accounts at the time, but would not meet the difficulty as to their | 
present capitals. e ; 
The CuarrMAN said, at this moment, a complete disclosure of the whole | 
of the affairs of these companies to any except the parties directly inte- 
rested would be a novelty, and he supposed they would not like to give it. | 
The only object of this examination was to ascertain and fix for the suc- 
ceeding three years the price at which gas should be sold. He inquired 
whether it would be satisfactory to the companies if they were called on to 
fill up a form of account prepared by the Board of Trade or other head 
office, on the undertanding that those accounts were confidential, and were 
only to be looked at by the one or two persons to whom the matter was to 
be referred? 
Mr. BAxteR said there would be no difficulty in complying with that, 
but he was afraid such an arrangement would not satisfy his friend. The 
Gas Clauses Act provided that the companies should furnish a complete 
statement of their accounts every year to the clerk of the peace, so that 
when they were verging towards 10 per cent., the parties might apply to 
the Sessions for the appointment of an accountant to go through the com- 
panies affairs in any way he liked. 
Mr. Nortu: Do they do so? 
Mr. BAXTER said he understood that both at Liverpool and at Glasgow 
the companies were acting on this provision, and that a reduction in price 
had been made in consequence of the special audit. 
The CuarrMAN said he understood the objection of the companies was to 
the great powers which it was proposed by the bill to give to the inspectors. 
But supposing those powers were entirely confined to the supreme authority, 
whether at the Home Office or the Board of Trade, and that the companies 
were required to give in their accounts every three years in a particular 
form, would that be acceptable to them? 
Mr. BAXTER: Quite acceptable. 
The CHarrMAN said it would be observed that the question of accounts 
was solely applicable in this bill to the varying of price. The committee 
gave no authority to say whether the companies had done well or ill, or | 
whether their accounts might or might not be better kept; but they re- 
quired a full disclosure of all their affairs for the past three years, so that 
the public might have the benefit or might be called on to pay more, as the 
case might be. If the objection was to furnish these accounts to a subaltern 
officer, would it not meet the objection if they were required to be furnished 
to some central authority, and if the examination were to be regarded as 
confidential ? 
|| Mr. Baxter said, if the companies were placed under the Gas Clauses 

Act, there would be no objection to give power to the Secretary of State to 
devise a form in which to send him in an account of their profits, so that, 
when they reached a critical period, an accountant might come in to in- 
vestigate those accounts, leaving their separate and independent action un- 
interfered with till then. In reference to their capitals, he was prepared to 
bring the officials of the companies forward to prove before the committee 
what the actual amounts were. 

Mr. Norru said Mr. Baxter seemed to have an instinctive feeling against 
the inspectors. ; 

Mr. Baxter said he had, for he knew that when a man’s living depended 
upon his finding fault he would soon make himself something to do, and that 
was what the companies feared. He had omitted to notice, in going through 
the clauses of the bill, that the promoters had reinserted the provision as to 
pressure. He quite understood that tue committee excluded any provision 
in reference to pressure altogether. 

The Cuarrman: We did scratch it out of the clause in which it originally 
occurred. 

Mr. BAxTEr said he clearly understood that it was so. Having replied at 
some length to the points referred to by Mr. Wyatt, and reiterated his 
former objections to the bill, concluded by observing that the companies 
set the greatest possible value upon an adherence to the Gas Clauses Act. 








| bein 
po 
a natural state, and hydrated oxide of iron is reformed, so as to admit of the | 


| pieces of iron in the form of shot, and exposed them to gases or liquids, whe- 


Let there be any appeal the committee pleased to the Home Secretary; let 


there be any examinations before them into the capitals of the companies | | 
which they might desire; but he must urge that the Gas Clauses Act, upon | | 
the faith of which and the corresponding Consolidation Acts millions on mil- | | 





lions of capital had been embarked, be adhered to, for if once this foundation | | 


were shaken in the case of the = companies, it might be in the case of 
railways and water companies. The whole country was alarmed about the 

provisions of this bill, and there had been presented to the House a petition | 
trom the Stock Exchange expressing the alarm they felt upon the subject.” | 
The committee would bear with him when he said that the opponents of the 

bill were more particularly anxious on this point than on any other, and | 
they most respectfully but energetically urged upon them that it should be | 
the basis of all legislation in the matter, with whatever modifications the | 
committee might please as to the furnishing of accounts, respecting which | 
the companies would give them every satisfaction in their power. 

The CuarrMan said the committee could not meet again until Tuesday, 

n the 

result of their conference in the meantime. e committee would then | 
tell the parties what were their impressions on the matter, and possibly | 
they might have but very little further trouble. 








Legal Entelligence. | 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. 
Wepnespay, Jury 4, 1860. 
(Before Vice-Chancellor Sir W. P. Woon.) 
HILLS ¥. THE LONDON GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


This suit is instituted by Mr. Frank Clark Hills against the London Gas-| | 


light Company to restrain the infringement of certain letters patent, dated 


the 28th of November, 1849, granted to Mr. Hills for an improved mode of || 
manufacturing gas. The alleged ae so far as material in the present | | 


suit, consists of two parts, as follows:—1, The use of substances described as 
‘* precipitated or hydrated oxides of iron,’’ for the purification of coal gas 
from sulphuretted hydrogen and other impurities ; and, 2, The renovation of | 
the purifying material by exposing it to the air, the effeot of the exposure 

that the sulphuret of iron formed in the purifying material is y se 
by the oxygen of the air, and the sulphur of the sulphuret is set free in 





| 
| 
| 


material being used over and over again. The validity of the plaintiff's | 
letters patent has been established at law against the defendants, subject to | 


h 





an appeal now pending to the Court of E quer Chamber, under the 
Common Law Procedure Act of 1854. The present suit came on before Vice- 
Chancellor Wood on the 6th ult,, upon a motion for an injunction, and was 


| 


| 


reported in the JouRNAL of the 19th ult. Upon that occasion the defendants | 
alleged that the process of gas purification then in use by them at their works | 


was not an infringement of the 
patented by Mr. Frederick John Evans, under letters patent dated the 27th. 
of August, 1858, for an improvement applicable to gas purifying. Upon this 
the Vice-Chancellor put the defendants under an undertaking, and gave Mr. | 
Hills leave to renew the motion upon the ground that Mr. Evans’s process 


| and the process actually in use by the defendants’ company were an infringe- 


ment of Mr. Hills’ letters patent. The case now came on upon the renewed 
motion. It appeared that Mr. Evans in his specification—after stating that 


laintiff’s letters patent, but was a process | | 


\ 


it was then the general practice to employ some preparation or natural com- , | 
a0 of oxide of iron for the removal of the impurity known as sulphuretted | 
ydrogen, and that these oxides had usually been obtained either from natural | | 


| sources in the form of ochres or natural oxides, or from the decomposition of | 


the sulphates or other salts of iron; but that all ochres, or natural or native | 


oxides, were mixed with earthy matters, which, havin 
impurities contained in gas, were inert and useless ingredients ; and that the 
oxides obtained by the decomposition of the sulphates or other salts of iron. 
were purer, but much more costly to obtain; and, although they admitted 


| of being frequently revivified, yet their use formed a heavy annual item of | 


expense—also stated that the object of his invention was to obtain a material | 
which would be energetic in its action, easy of production, and inexpensive. 
To this end he took turnings, borings, and filings of iron, or scraps or small | 





| much as £100,000 of dividends which have been for several years past paid to them. 


* The following is the petition referred to:— | 
To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 


| The petition of the undersigned Stock-Brokers and Dealers in Shares of Joint-Stock 


m panies, | 

Showeth,—That your petitioners have seen with alarm that in a bill, intituled | 

“ A Bill for Better Regulating the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis,’”’ which is re- | 

ported to your honourable House from the select committee to which it was referred | 
—it is proposed to reduce the dividends, which may be taken by the thirteen metro- 

polis gas companies in case the profits reach that amount, from 10 per cent. with | 
a reserve-fund, as now provided by the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, to 8 per cent. 


| without any reserve-fuud, and this, notwithstanding two companies are now paying 


9 per cent. 

That your petitioners are given to understand that the provisions of the bill will, at 
the end of six months from the time at which it comes into operation, practically 
reduce the dividends of six of such gas companies who are now paying 8 per cent. 
down to 4 per cent., and thereby deprive the shareholders of those companies of as 


That your petitioners are extensively engaged in the purchase and sale of shares 
in joint-stock companies, and consider that the value of all property in such 
companies will be seriously affected if any precedent should be set for Parliament to 
reduce the terms upon which the capital has been laid out. 

That shares in such companies are continually bought and sold, and bear prices 
in proportion to the dividend and the shares in the metropolitan gas companies, who 
have been paying the highest dividends have borne a higher price in the market in 
consequence, and parties have invested upon the faith of no interference with that 
which was sanctioned by their special Acts of Parliament. 

Your petitioners beg humbly to represent to your honourable House, that it is of 
the greatest importance in this commercial country that the public faith should be 
kept with the capitalists who lay out money in the construction of works of utility 
under Parliamentary sanction, and that to reduce the rate of profit guaranteed in 
the special Acts of the companies after the capital has been laid out, and more 
especially to cut down dividend from 8 per cent. to 4 per cent., and thereby deprive 
the shareholders of one hundred thousand pounds of annual dividend is a measure 
calculated to shake public confidence and seriously to affect the credit of the 
country. 

That in the case of parties who have bought upon the faith of the continuance of 
the higher dividend, and who have calculated upon gaining perhaps 5 per cent. 
upon their investment, such a measure would cut down their profits to 2 or 3 per 
cent. 

Your petitioners would humbly represent that the terms defined by Parliament 
previously to the outlay of capital uncer the Act which authorizes it ought to be in- 
violably observed, and that the prosperity of the country is involved in the mainten- 
ance of public faith with capitalists. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray your honourable House will not sanction 
any measure involving such consequences, and that the said Metropolis Gas Bill may 
not passintoalaw. 

(Signed by the Chairman and 104 Members of the Exchange.) 








no affinity for the | 
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| ther at otdinary or elevated temperatures, such as would insure their rapid 
joxidation, This process, upon the explanation of the defendants’ witnesses, 
|| was tinderstood to mean the exposure of the small pieces of iron to theaction 
|| of air and water, producing hydrated oxide of iron, The question was, whe- 
|| ther the product was a precipitated or hydrated oxide of iron the use of which 
|| was claimed by the plaintiff under his letters patent. 

|_ Mr. Roxt, Q.C., Mr. Grove, Q.C. (of the common law bar), and Mr. 
|| MARTEN were counsel for the plaintiffs; and Sir Hucu Carrns, Q.C., Mr. 
|| Druce, the Hon, G. Denman, and Mr. WensTeEr (of the common law bar) 
represented the defendants. 

| At the conclusion of the arguments on behalf of the defendants, his honour 
| gave judgment as follows:— 

| The Vicr-CHancettor: Mr. Rolt, my difficulty is, about an undertaking 
|, a8 to the damages. In a case circumstanced like this, with an appeal wait- 
|ing to be heard, I think, if I grant an injunction, that there ought to be an 
|| undertaking as to damages. 

| Mr. Rort: We shall be willing to give an undertaking as to damages. 

| The Vict-CHANcELLOR : I think, in that case, that I ought to grant the 
|injunction. If there was really a conflict of evidence upon the point, which 
i — to me the only substantial point, there would be very great force in 
| adhering to the view which I took in the first instance, as to the balance of 
|} convenience and inconvenience, and for saying that there ought to be no 
injunction, But, in the view that I take of this case, I cannot find, looking 
at the whole of the evidence throughout, that there is any real conflict of 
evidence at all. There is, undoubtedly, a great deal of conflict upon other 
matters, which appear to me to be scarcely the subject of dispute at all, 
which have ingeniously been brought into the case. One of those subjects 
was the question of precipitation, with respect to which I am not going to 
—- any opinion on a chemical question of that kind upon such a 
alance of evidence. I have no knowledge of chemistry myself, and no 
power of deciding between the conflicting affidavits, as to how the process of 
rust takes place. I do not intend to rest the view I have arrived at upon 
any such ground as that. It appears to me that I have to try what is the 
meaning of the words, ‘‘ precipitated or hydrated oxides” in this specification ; 
and upon that point I do not think, when you take the cross-examination of 
Professor Brande into account, and compare that with the evidence of the 
| other witnesses, that there is any reasonable ground for saying that there is 
any dispute of fact at all. ‘The question is, how that word has been used in 
these affidavits? Ihave not to consider what is the meaning of precipitation 
in the strictest chemical sense of the word, but what I have got to inquire 
is, what is meant by “ precipitated or hydrated oxide,’ which is claimed to 
be used by this gentleman for the purpose of purifying gas, according to the 
fair view of the whole of the specification of his patent? All the witnesses 
who have been examined for the defendant say, ‘In our view the chemical 
sense of the word precipitate must mean a precipitation from something in 
solution.” I find, when you look through the plaintiff’s specification (and 
this distinction is important to bear in mind with reference to the two 
patents of Evans and Hills), that there is not any claim whatever for the 
|| material; it is only a claim for the wse of a certain material which he calls 
|| *precipitated or hydrated oxide ;”” and I have to find out what that mate- 
|| rial is upon the fair construction of his specification. When the court has 
|| arrived at the conclusion as to what that material is, by looking to the other 
parts of the specification, and to such extraneous evidence as there is on the 
subject, as Jong as the patent is unimpeached, the court will not allow per- 
sons to say that the plaintiff is not entitled to the sole use of that material, 
when go ascertained, for the purpose of purifying gas in the manner de- 
scribed in the patent. Although I should be sorry to rest it upon the single 
ground I am about to mention, still I have a strong impression at the present 
moment that if the material he describes in his letters patent as “ precipitated 
or hydrated oxide ’’ prepared in that way, could be identified as being the 
thing so prepared at first, assuming it fo be only prepared at that time, I 
apprehend that when you have once got the thing described, it is no answer 
afterwards to say—since the date of your letters patent we have found 
another way of getting at that thing which you want to use—not taking out 








|| tion,—we have found another mode of getting at the material used; we say 
we can get the thing which you have defined, because we can get it in a dif- 
|| ferent way from the process you have described, and your patent is confined 
only to the process of getting it. Now, I apprehend, upon that part of the 
case there is a great deal to be said, and I think conclusively said, if that is 
the only mode of arriving atit. But there is another point behind this which 
might raise the question of whether you have sufficiently and correctly defined 
the thing in question, If you say only “‘precipitate or hydrated oxide,’’ it 


not bave taken a better and clearer mode of defining what you mean? Look- 


upon that view. 


by “ precipitate or hydrated oxide.’’ A number of learned chemists are called, 
who say that they hold that can only be precipitation which is the result of 
deposit of some substance from its having been formerly in a state of solu- 
tion; I will see presently how that tallies with the language of scientific 
chemists as known to the world from publications. But still, even if the 


words in the sense in which he used them before ; if youcan make out plainly 
| from his specification that he has used them in that sense, the court is bound 
|| to use them in the sense in which he has interpreted them. 


of making this “ precipitated or hydrated oxide of iron.” Perhaps, in one 


now, because he has, by doing so, helped the court to understand, at all 
events, what he meant, whatever sense learned chemists might give to it. 
He says, “My mode of doing this is, by mixing sulphate of iron with slacked 
lime.”” The thing he is elearly pointing out is not in solution at all. It is 
very well to say by the refinements of chemistry, you might arrive at the 
conclusion that that was a precipitate. You have just the same refinements 
which are now used with reference to this branch of the question, as to 
whether or not there is precipitation in the strictest and most technical sense ; 
but it is quite clear from the evidence which all these other gentlemen gave, 
a precipitate is something achieved by a mode of solution; that the mode 


rocess of decompdsition. It appears to me that he explains what be means 
| os some words which he uses in his specification, accompanied by some other 

words. That is not the only mode he points out, but he says, ‘* Hydrated or 
precipitated oxides of iron may be conveniently prepared for these purposes 
by decomposing sulphate, or muriate of iron with hydro-sulphuret of 
ammonia, or with lime, magnesia, potash, or soda; they may then be ab- 
sorbed into or mixed with sawdust, peat, charcoal, or breeze, or such other 
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any patent for it, but merely using those words to define the object in ques- | 


might be arrived at by other processes, and the question is, whether you might | 


ing at the difficultics that might arise on that, Ido not rest my decision | 
But when you look at the specification itself, and interpret | 
the instrument, as every instrument must be interpreted, there cannot be a | 
doubt, from the mode in which the expression is used, as to what he means | 


|| plaintiff had the misfortune of not finding anybody who had ever used the | 


He happens to | 
tell you unnecessarily, as Baron Bramwell said at the trial, what is his mode | 


sense, it may not be unnecessary ; and I think it is very beneficial for him | 


of achieving it by two solid substances and slacked lime, is only water in com- | 
|| bination, and not any freed water, although the water may get free in the | 





material, and afterwards exposed to tho air.’’ I use the word ‘ precipita- 
tion” as equivalent, in effect, to this artificial decomposition. It is by the 
decomposing of particles which he terms precipitation. We shall presently 
see whether he bas any authority to justify him in such a mode of expressing 
himself. When I look to Baron Bramwell’s judgment, or rather the judg- 
ment of the court, I see the way in which that learned Baron puts it on this 
particular part of the case is this :—He says, ‘* Well, then, the next objection 
was, that the plaintiff's specification was insufficient on this ground. He 
says, ‘I use the hydrated or precipitated oxides.’ It was said that that in- 
cludes all the hydrates, and, inasmuch as some of the natural hydrates would 
not do, it was said that the plaintiffs specification was void. Now, that 
question turns upon this :—If the plaintiff in his specification means all the 
hydrates, why it is open to that objection; but if he means only those hydrates 
which are also precipitated, that is, the artificial hydrates, it is not open to 
that objection.” The way in which it struck the learned baron, and the way 
in which it would strike anybody reading the whole specification through, 
is this: I am using these words to show how the oxide which I call “ pre- 
cipitated or hydrated’? may be prepared. When I use those words, I am 
sufficiently indicating to you that what I mean by “ precipitated,” is some- 
thing which is to be got artificially, by such means as I there describe, which 
do not relate, certainly, in all its branches, to precipitates obtained merely 
in the very narrow and limited sense imposed upon it by the defendant’s 
witnesses. Now, I take another document, which is Mr. Evans’s own 
potent, which appears to me to explain precisely the same thing. || 
fe says, ‘‘My invention relates to the production of oxide of iron, 
and the employment of the same in the purification of gas. The 
oxides of iron heretofore employed for the purification of gas, have 
usually been obtained, either from natural sources, in the form of ochres or 
natural oxides’’—that is, in a form that will not do—“ or from the decom- 
position of the sulphates, or other salts of iron.”” He points out two modes | | 
of dealing which appear to me exactly to correspond with that which this 
gentleman calls his second mode—his precipitated or hydrated oxide. He 
was compelled, possibly—I assume it to be so, although I have not gone || 
minutely through the previous patents of Evans and another—it is said 
that he was obliged to put in “ hydrated” to avoid the anhydrous oxides, | 
and he was obliged to put in, according to the view of Mr. Evans, “ pre-| 
cipitated or hydrated” to explain. I do not mean all the hydrated oxides, 1| 
do net mean the natural hydrated oxides; I mean the artificial hydrated | 
oxides. Mr, Evans's patent divides his oxides into those two classes. Then he |! 
says he has got a third—a tertium quid. That is his view, although ex- r 
pressed in somewhat pompous language. He says—‘‘I take turnings, || 
borings, and filings of iron, or scrap, or small pieces of iron in the form of 
shot, for example, and expose the same to gases or liquids. whether at ordi- 
or elevated temperatures, that will ensure their rapid oxidation.” I do not || 
want to cast any.slur on the patent from that. It may be that he means in | 
the same way that persons finding, reducing water to thin films, or thin por- | 
tions in tubes, was a very good way of heating rooms, of by dividing air into | 
thin slices, and heating those thin slices of air, obtained the processes which | 
were patented for heating, and, for all I know, this process for subdividing this | | 
iron may be the object of a pater, although the process is an exceedingly old | 
one of putting out iron to rust it, ifyou have that wieh. But then comes back | 
this question, whether or not this gentleman has stepped beyond the ordinary | 
acceptation of the werd ‘ precipitatet,” in using the definition which he has‘! 
done with reference to that which he claims, so as to exclude him ftom saying | 
that common rust is included in it? His first process will show that he is 
not using it in that narrow, restricted, and strictly technical serse of preci- | 
pitate and solution. But then, on the cross-examination of Mr. Brande, it | 
seems to me that his evidence is quite conclusive; and it is this part of the | 
case which makes me say that there is no conflict of evidence. Mr. Brande | 
says this is his view, and I think it is what all the witnesses agree in, it is 
only a difference of words, aud nothing else. I do not call that a precipitate 
which does not come froma solution. He says, in the first part of a dexterous 
cross-examination, that you will not find any book of modern chemistry says 
so; but then he is pressed a little on modern books, and is referred to the 
works of Berzelius. I am not sure whether Berzelius is now dead—— 

Mr. Grove: He died recently. | 

The Vicz-CHANcELLON: And there is this passage in the cross-examina- 
tion—‘ We have been referred to a chemical work of Berzelius, a German 
work—is that a work of repute among modern chemists?’’ Mr. Brande 
says ‘it is at present.’”’ Probably it will continue to be so. Then Mr. Grove 
says—"*I find the passage in Vol. 2 of Berzelius’s work, edition 1844, to 
which I am now referred at page 708, which is correctly translated thus— 
‘If iron be gradually oxidized in a larger quantity of water it forms around 
itself a pale orange yellow-coloured precipitate, which is hydrated oxide of 
iron.’’’? ‘There you have, therefore, us eminent a chetnical writer as any of 
the present day, using the particular term for this identical thing which we 
are Low considering—namely, Mr. Evans’s process of rusting iron. He says, 
if you use ‘a larger quantity of water, you get this orange yellow coloured 
precipitate.” It may be, in the view of all these gentlemen, a very improper 
expression to use, but it is used by an eminent chemist. And is Mr. Hills, 
after all the caution and regard which he has given to his description of what 
he calls a “‘ precipitate” in the earlier part of his patent, to be deprived of 
the benefit of his patent because he is now to be told, that he, having 
claimed rust in a certain form, which is a precipitate or hydrate of iron, that 
rust is not to be taken to be a precipitate or hydrate of iron? You have 
besides that the passages which were quoted from photographic writers, and 








| from some photographic chemists, which describe as ‘ precipitates” several 


other things which are not at all the result of anything in solution. There- 
fore, it is that I say, when I examine all the evidence, I put entirely aside 
the evidence as to whether or not the process of rusting iron comes within 
the strict and technical definition of precipitate—upon that I do not mean to | 
pronounce an opinion; but when I find that these gentlemen rest their evi- 
dence mainly on this fact that Mr. Evans is not using ‘ precipitate,” which 
is the thing you are talking about in your patent; and when I find, notwith- 
standing that those gentlemen think that * precipitate” ought to be used, and 
that it is the thing you are prohibited from using, and that the plaintiff has 
clearly and sufficiently explained how he used it, and that the plaintiff was 
justified in that use by the works of eminent chemists of the present day, and 
by popular language such as is used in photographic works, it is impossible 
for me to say that I can consider this thing produced—for, after all, it is only | 
the user of a certain thing produced—which the plaintiff claims the right of 
employing, has not been produced by “precipitation.” As to the thing, when 
it is produced, there is no discrepancy of evidence. I listened most atten- | 
tively—I hope I listened attentively to all—but there was a passage which | 
instantly caught my ear, in Dr. Odling’s affidavit, where he said the thing | 
produced was not the same. If there was a controversy of evidence as to! 
whether the thing produced was the same, then there would be a series of | 
things used which were not the same, because the defendants produce three 
things, and the plaintiff only produces one. The third thing, peroxide of | 


iron, is the same thing. Therefore, as these defendants ate using three || 
{ 
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things, they are using one which they cannot use, and, in my judgment, 
they are using one which is identical with the plaintiff's. According 
to Dr. Odling, it appears to me clear, on his testimony, that one of 
the results arrived at is that which is protected by the plaintiffs patent. 
Now Mr. Brande is very precise about this. Mr. Brande, when he is 
asked whether a really different thing is produced, says that, probably, 
they would be nearly the same thing—the one produced in the mode 
described by the plaintiff, and the other produced in the mode de- 
scribed by the defendants. I believe by both processes the same result 
would be arrived at. Then, if I once get to that, if I find that the plaintiff 
has used words which have properly included that rust, it —- to me that 
I have no contest on the evidence. Here is a passage which is still more re- 
markable in Mr. Brande’s cross-examination. Mr. Brande is very frank and 
straightforward, and a question is put to him which makes the matter ex- 
tremely plain. He is asked by Mr. Grove this question—‘I assume that 
the native oxides and the anhydrous oxides are not intended to be claimed 
by Mr. Hills in the specification: would not the hydrated and precipitated 
oxides be a convenient mode of distinguishing the oxide which he uses from 
the native and anhydrous oxides >—A. Yes.’ He says he has used the very 
words which are the thing. He says he used them before ; and the witness, 
Mr. Brande, says they are very convenient words for that purpose. After 
that, I cannot have any doubts that this gentleman has used words which do 
include common rust, which is admitted to be the result here, and the fact 
of rust being produced by exposure of iron to the atmosphere, instead of ex- 
posure by means of slacked lime or anything else, makes no difference in the 
case. The real difference is between that which is found in a state of nature 
—asan ochre or natural oxide, which he says is not useful unless it has 
earthy matter mixed with it—and that which is artificial. When man once 
applies his science to the production of the thing in question, however simple 
the experiment may be of rusting things and putting them into the air to 
rust, still it is an artificial operation, and it seems to me plainly and distinctly 
within that definition which is contained in the plaintiff’s patent. Then it 
is said, if I so hold, that this gentleman falls into the very snare from which 
he was relieved by the judgment of the Court of Exchequer, and which 
ought, therefore, to prevent me coming to a conclusion which may, in effect, 
be in opposition to the judgment of the Court of Exchequer. It does not 
seem to me that thatis the result. The result of the judgment of the Court of 
Exchequer was this: they said, “If you claim anhydrous oxides you are 
wrong, there is no question about that; if you claim natural oxides you are 
wrong; but if you claim these ‘precipitated or hydrated oxides,’”’ which 
they read, as I read here, as artificial oxides, and which he gives you two or 
three modes of producing, as Mr. Brande says, from the anbydrous oxides, 
“then you are right.” ‘That is the result which the Court of Exchequer 
has come to. It appears to me, therefore, that there is nothing for a jury to 
try. All the other evidence, as to whether or not it is a “‘ precipitate” in the 
strictest sense, I have gone by. I found un | judgment entirely on this, that 
this gentleman has used proper language—language which his specification 
plainly and sufficiently explains to be the sense in which he so used it. That 
being so, there is no difference between the witnesses, except this difference, 
that he has not used it in that narrow sense in which the defendants’ wit- 
nesses say he has. I have taken an opposite view to the construction of the 
defendants’ witnesses, and it seems to me that they are all one and the 
same. I think, therefore, the plaintiff is entitled to have an injunction 
against the use of iron prepared according to his process. 

Sir H. Cairns: I presume your honour means an injunction according to 
the prayer of the bill > 

Mr. Rotr: No, according to the notice of motion, 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR: What is your notice of motion? 

Sir H. Carrns: They cannot go beyond the prayer of the bill. 

Mr. Rott: Your honour will recollect that the first order that was made 
was—— 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR : There was leave to move with reference to their 
manufactory under Evans’s patent. 

Sir H. Carrns: That is to say, to renew the motion for an unqualified 
injunction. 

Mr. Rott: It comes to this—are we to have an unqualifie® injunction, or 
is it to be the order made on the former occasion, with an additional order ? 
We now ask an unqualified injunction to restrain the defendants from manu- 
facturing and purifying gas according to the invention of the plaintiff, com- 
prised in the letters patent. That is an unqualified injunction. That is 
what we ask by the bill. Your Honour will recollect, on a former occasion, 
I pressed for that generalinjunction. ‘The defendants objected to it and said, 
‘*No, you must except out of any general injunction this particular thing 
that we are now doing which we say is not a breach; and accordingly the 
undertaking was given by the defendants that they would not manufacture 
or purify gas according to or in imitation of the invention of the plaintiff, 
following the words of the notice of motion ; and then it proceeds thus, after 
that—‘* It being agreed between the plaintiff and the defendants, that the 
defendants should be at liberty to use the process comprised in certain letters 
patent.” [Reading undertaking down to the words] “‘ that the defendants will 
keep an account of their working.” Therefore really what was done was 
this: we moved for a general injunction, and they gave an undertaking in 
the terms of the general injunction, subject to this, that by agreement 
between the parties, the defendants should be at liberty to use Evans’s patent, 
and we were to be at liberty to come to restrain them from sodoing. I think 
the right way will be to let that undertaking stand, and to add to that an 
injunction in the terms of our notice of motion. 

Sir H. Carrns: We withdraw the undertaking now in the ordinary way. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: I do not know that you can, strictly speaking, 
withdraw an undertaking actually given. I think the better way will be to give 
the order in the terms prayed by the bill, with these words added—* The 
court being of opinion that the process which is now used under what is 
|| called Evans’s patent is an infringement of the plaintiff's patent, then an 
injunction.” 

Mr. Rott: Then an - ie in the terms of the original notice of mo- 
tion—the prayer of the bill. 

The Vice-CHaNnceLLor : I do not put you under any order to try an action, 
but I put you under an undertaking as to damages. 

Mr. Roir: That is, the same undertaking as was given in the case of Lister 
v. Leather. ; 

The Vick CHANCELLOR: An undertaking as to any damages occasioned 
by this order between this and the hearing of the cause. 

Mr. Rour: That isin case they succeed in the appeal which they have made. 

The Vicz-CHaNncELLoR: If they succeed in the appeal, it will be proved 
that you are wrong on the hearing. 

Sir H. Cairns: They will undertake to abide by any order that the court 
may make as to damages. 

‘ Mr. Rott: Such order, if any, as the court may think fit to make as to 
amages. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: Yes. 























Sir H. Carrns: We have been going on with this process since December 
last, and we certainly did not interrupt what we were doing in consequence | 
of what passed the other day, and the lighting of the whole district depends 
upon it. Ican quite understand the object of my learned friend in asking 
for this order now, and in pressing this to prevent litigation, but we should 
ask your honour for a reasonable time to discontinue, and I am told that six 
weeks is the least time we can do that in. 

The Vice-CHaNceLtor: I think six weeks very reasonable. 

Mr. Rott: Yes; I do not object to that. Mr. Hills quite accedes to that 
as being a reasonable time. Of course, there will be an undertaking to keep 
an account; that is all. The undertaking to keep an account will be con- 
tinued in the mean time, and the injunction will not operate for six weeks. 

The Vicr-CANCELLOR: Yes. I meant to have said, also, that I have been 
swayed a great deal in this matter, not merely by the success at law, but also 
by the antiquity of the patent, and the small time it hastorun. It is the 
fact of recovering £800 damages for the use of it, and the combination of the 
long user, with the patent nearly expiring. 


Miscellaneous News, | 


EUROPEAN GAS COMPANY (LIMITED. 

The Annual General Meeting of this Company was held on Wednesday, 
July 11, at the Offices of the Company, 4, Frederick's Place, Old Jewry— 
SHEFFIELD NrAVE, Esgq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Backler) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, the minutes of the last general meeting were read and confirmed. 

The directors’ report, of which the following are the principal passages, 
was also read. 

Gentlemen,—Your directors proceed to lay before you the following report of the 
operations of the company during the past financial year. 

Amiens.—Increase of lights during the year, 471. This result affords ground for 
satisfaction, and the principal part of the excess of profit is owing to increase of 
business; but no inconsiderable portion is derived from improved working, and | 
particularly from the saving of leakage effected by means of the large leading main — 
recently laid, and referred to in the last report. Your directors hope that further 
improvements may be carried out during the present year ; and, with this object in 
view, they have it in contemplation to re-arrange the distribution of gas, but without 
incurring any considerable expense. The framework of one of the gasholders re- 
quires extensive repa:rs, which it will not be prudent tc defer, This will be a 
charge on the revenue of the current year. 

Boulogne.—Increase of lights during the year, 500. The profit at this station 
would have exceeded the proportion derivable from new lights, if the sale of coke 
could have been effected on terms as favourable as those of the previous year; but 
an important reduction in price had to be submitted to, and some loss has also been 
sustained from waste, in consequence of the large stocks on hand throughout the 
year. Arrangements have, however, recently been concluded for disposing of the 
whole of the stock now on hand. Business continues to improve. The works con- 
nected with the new docks are a cause of activity. The theatre, which was opened 
on June 1, last, has had its effect as an additional attraction to visitors. It is 
pleasing to report that the fitting business recently established here has been suc- 
cessful, and shows that, by liberal treatment and activity, it may be the means of 
inducing many of the inhabitants to become consumers. 

Caen.— Increase of lights during the year, 490. There is an apparant diminution 
of profit, which is owing to the heavy amount paid for changes on the works, and 
for an enlargement in the system of mains necessitated by the growing importance 
of the company’s business in this town. The extraordinary payments made during 
the year for such purposes amount to £1386. Of this sum, one moiety has been 
charged to the revenue of the year 1859-60, and £693 remain as a charge against the 
current year, which, as it will partake largely of the advantages derived from this 
expenditure, should, it was deemed right, also contribute a portion of the cost. It 
should be observed that if these special and exceptional alterations had not been 
made, there would have been an increase of profit over last year, notwithstanding 
that the working was not so favourable as conld be desired, the transformation of 
the works having, in some measure, interfered with such systematic and economical 
working in the carbonizing department as your directors earnestly endeavour to 
carry out at every station, They have a right to expect that the next account 
will show a consicerable improvement, as the increase of business now taking 
place appears promising for the future. A new coal store is in course of construc. 
tion, and will shortly be ready to receive coals. The erection of a third gasholder 
may be deferred until next year. 

Havre and St, Ad: esse.—Increase of lights during the year, 1437. It is a subject 
for congratulation to the shareholders that a return so highly favourable as the above 
should be made. The increase of rental is considerable ; but no small portion of the 
advantages obtained is owing to improved working. Some profit has also been 
realized in the fitting business, which was only put in operation a few months back ; 
and the suburb of St. Adresse, for the lighting of which an exclusive privilege of 
fifty years has been obtained, proves to be a valuable addition to the company’s dis- 
trict in Havre. The official permission of the authorities to apply to the erection 
of gas-works the ground purchased by the company nearly three years ago having 
only recently been given, your directors have not yet been able to take further steps 
towards the removal of the works from the present site. The anticipated activity 
in the importation of coal into France has already occasioned an advance in freights, 
beyond the advantage to be derived from the reduction of duty. It must be borne 
in mind that the increased quantity of coal will, in future, compete with the sales 
of coke, and that the price generally can hardly be expected to be maintained. A 
reduction bas already been made at this station, in order to effect sales. Your di- 
rectors have received from a French company established in this town a proposal to 
sell their property to this company. Negotiations in the matter are still pending ; 
and should the issue appear sufficiently favourable to your interests, an extraordinary 
meeting of shareholders will be called, and the whole subject then submitted for 
discussion and approval. 

Nantes.—Increase of lights during the year, 1399. The difficulty in obtaining 
shipping for the supply of coals required at this station rendered it necessary to pay 
high rates of freight in order to secure vessels, and the profits are materially affected 
thereby. It is also to be regretted that, during the latter part of the year, the con- 
sumption of gas did not progress to the extent which your directors expected. It 
has occurred that the sugar refiners, who are amongst the best customers of the 
company, have, for some time, consumed 50 per cent. less gas than in the corres- 
ponding period of the previous year. However, the question of the import duty on 
sugar being now settled, your directors hope that an improvement will shortly take 
place, and are gratified to be able to state that there are already symptoms of re- 
vival. The old retort-houses sufficed for the wants of last winter, but the new re- 
tort-house and coal store are finished, and will be ready for use when required. 
Owing to the active and energetic exertions of the superintendent, the system of 
heating and cooking by gas is being introduced here, and, with considerable success. 
A large number of stoves and apparatus of various kinds have been already sold, and 
the demand still continues to increase. The national industrial exhibition, which it 
was intended to hold here this summer, has been deferred unti] next vear. 

Rouen and Sotteville.—Increase of lights during the year, 951. It must be borne 
in mind that, during nine months of the 1858, the price of gas was 19 per cent. 
higher than that charged for the whole of the last financial year, agrecable to the 
conditions of the new treaty. Had there been no reduction of price, the same quan- 
tities of gas sold would have yielded an additional rental, and the profit would have | | 
shown an increase instead of a diminution. The fitting business commenced last 
year has been conducted with considerable spirit, and the results are satisfactory in | | 
every respect. The existing storage for coals being found insufficient, contracts 
have been entered into for enlarging the old stores and adding a new building, so as | 
to provide for all immediate wants. | 

Summary.—Total increase of lights during the year, 5248. The general result | 
would have been even more fayourable had not several circumstances occurred | 
during the year tending to affect the profits prejudicially. In the first place aad 
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be stated the additional cost of coals and the less advantageous sale of coke, already 


referred to under the heads of several stations. The addditional income-tax, and 
the expense ome the incorporation of the company under the Limited Liability 
Acts, and the remodelling of its constitution, have also been unusual charges upon 
the profit and loss. Considering that these various items amount in the whole to 
£1665. 3s. 4d., and, moreover, that trade has been dull thronghout the year, it must 
be admitted that the results fully justify the favourable expectations formed of the 
rogressive prosperity of the company. The profits will be sufficient to pay, on the 
st of August next, the regular half-yearly dividend, at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
annum, together with a bonus of 6s. per share, after —— for which a balance 
of £310. 18s. 6d. will remain on the profits of the year to be added to the old balance 
of the profit and loss account. Notice has been given that two of your directors 
Thomas Winkworth, and Joseph Brown, Esqs.), and both auditors (Felix Lad- 
ke, and John Moxon, Esgqs.) retire by rotation, but all being eligible, will be 
proposed for re-election. 

The Cuatrman: Gentlemen,—I need say little in addition to this report, 
as the report, as usual, embraces almost all the peculiar circumstances 
which attach to each station separately. We have been particular in so 
doing, that you may see the bearing—the advantages and disadvantages 

hich each station has had to contend with or receive during the year. It, 


pany, inasmuch as I think we can now fairly point to the result of this year 
as one in which we can show that the business is on a solid basis, and that 
it is not a fortuitous circumstance of any particular success of the year to 
which you are indebted for the addition which we consider large enough to 
propose an increase of dividend from. (Hear, hear.) We have been parti- 
cular in showing you these advantages, that you might see that the advance 
has been made, not by any particular circumstance, but by increased busi- 
ness, and rather in spite of disadvantages. We propose that the bonus 
should be increased, which will then leave £310 surplus to be carried to the 
reserve-fund, being the surplus of profit and loss, which may be considered 
sufficient to meet any extraordinary occurrence of the year—for that is 
really what we should have to cover any loss by fire, or anything of that 
kind. The previous amounts, which have been carried to the extension- 
fund, and the depreciation-fund, and so forth, amounting to large sums, are 
not placed out in Exchequer Bills or any fund, bearing interest, but have 
been absorbed into the outlay which has been necessary to conform to the 
treaties in which we have been engaged, but which are annually provided 
for by a depreciation-fund; so that it is a good financial operation on our 
part to use moneys that we have in hand, whereas we should be otherwise 
obliged to borrow at a large interest probably, and make a fund at a low 
rate, thereby entailing a double loss on the company. 

Mr. Smiru: It is an outlay -fund. 

The Cuarrman: Yes, for the present; but it is to us in the shape of a 
depreciation-fund. We go on putting by every year a certain sum of 
money to redeem the total amount in those stations where, at the end of 50 
years, we give up a large portion of the main works. 

Mr. Smiru: Do you mean to say that the works are forfeited? 

The CuarrmAn: Not the works, but the mains, at the end of 50 years. 

Mr. W. S. Dew (a director): Not the works or the land, only the mains. 

The Cuarrman: It gives the town the opportunity of having the mains 
at the end of that time. 

Mr. Smitu: At a valuation? 

The CuarrMan: No, the mains are not at a valuation; the mains become 
theirs at the end of 50 years, and therefore it was necessary for us to create 
a redemption-fund. Another point which I should wish to draw your 
attention to is, that with regard to the French company’s station at Havre. 
We have been engaged for some little time in regard to a proposition on 
their part to sell their works to us. I do not know whether that negotia- 


be called before any final contract is entered into. If the contract is con- 


number of years, and the proprietors would have the first option of taking 
them up. 

Mr. a In the profit and loss account submitted to the meeting, 
there is so much profit at each station. Is that after deducting a certain 
per centage for expenses? 

The Cuatrman: It is. 

Mr. Smitu: I see that at Nantes there is an outlay of £75,000, and we 
only make £5000; whereas at another station there is nothing like so much 
expended, and the amount of profit is nearly as yreat. Taking the amount 
of outlay, Nantes — to produce about £9000 instead of £5000. 

The Cuarrman: I think your observation would be very just if we were 
now going to the place, and saying how much money will we lay out at 
each station; but this is the growth of a number of years, and the works 
you refer to are in a town where you have few mains comparatively re- 
quired, because it lies in a nut-shell—so that a little outlay goes a great 


way; whereas Nantes is more extended. 


Mr Smiru: Have each of these stations contributed their per centage to 
the depreciation-fund? 
The Cuatrman: Yes; according to the capital embarked. 


that I see that at Nantes there is a loan account. 

The Cuarrman: A portion of that money we shall have to lay out on the 
different stations. 

Mr. SmirH: This is Nantes station loan account. 

The CuatrMan: We considered that we could raise that money in France 
advantageously, and therefore we raised it there instead of in bonds here. 
Is is not raised for Nantes special wants, but for the general purposes of the 
company. A great part of it will be applied to Nantes. 

Mr. Smitu: At present. all the money put to the redemption account is 
expended on your works? 

he CHarrMAN: Yes. 

Mr. Smrru: Then up to the present time it has been an outlay-fund? 

The Crrarrman: Yes. * 

Mr. SmirH: How is this to be repaid? 


' complying with our agreements. 

Mr. HuGerss: Instead of increasing your capital you take from your 
revenue. 

Mr. Smiru: If you lose part of your works at the end of 50 years, and 
this redemption-fund is laid out on these works, where are we to look for the 
fund to a back our capital? I think I have heard you say that the 
object of t is redemption-fund is that at the end of 50 years our capital 


shall be raised. 
t Mr. W. S. Dew (a director): We are not going to lay out for ever. The 
expenditure is not to go on ad infinitum. 

Mr. Smrru: Up to the present time it has gone on. 

Mr. W. S. Dew: And it will go on for some years until all these con- 
tracts have been completed. Then it will cease, and it will accumulate. 





erefore, is rather confined to the main features of the position of the com- | 


The Cuatrman: After we have laid out all the money necessary for | 





tion will come to anything, but if so, an extraordinary general meeting will | 


cluded, we should issue bonds at a fixed rate of interest for a certain | 


| owing to his exertions. 


Mr. Smitu: There is one matter which presses upon me a little, which is, | 


| 


Mr. Smrru: When once you put your money by, then I admit it will be 
a redemption-fund. 

Mr. W. 8S. Dew: The annual amount will go on increasing rather than 
otherwise, and it will accomplish all the objects for which we are now using 
it in increasing our works, and then that capital will begin to be invested 
as money for the redemption of capital. The prudence of thus using the 
redemption-fund is shown by this, that if we had money which we wanted 
to invest, we should probably do it at 3 or 4 per cent., whereas we employ 
it, and get a much larger per centage. 

Mr. J. Brown (a director): Mr. Smith forgets one thing. About three 

ears ago the chairman announced that we should require to borrow a 
et sum. We have not done that. This very redemption-fund has saved 
us from borrowing, and the £5000 loan account at Nantes is partof it. The 
chairman very wisely thought that we could advantageously borrow that 
sum of money there, and we have done so. 

The CuarrmMan: Our redemption-fund covers not only the mains, but 
the whole outlay. We have provided in that redemption-fund not for the 
exact sum we shall have to yield to the town, but we have made it so that 
it will comprehend the whole outlay, and be in reality a redemption of the 
very fund which is now being applied to outlay. 

Mr. Lewis: In case you do not complete this purchase at Havre, do you 
contemplate taking > any money on bonds this year? 

The CuarrmMan: We shall want about £10,000 this year. 

Mr. Lewis: When do you expect to issue those bonds? 

The CuHatrman: I do not think we shall commence till some two or 
three months hence. 

Mr. J. Brown: Instead of borrowing, we have made a considerable sum 
at our bankers by our deposits. 

Mr. Smiru: Have you every reasonable expectation that the profits of 
the present year will equal the profits of the past? 

Mr. Wuite (a director): We have written off every sign of a bad debt, 
and every thing that could possibly come against a diminution of profit. 

A Proprieror: What will the £10,000 be required for? for the removal 
of our works at Havre? 

The Cuarrman: For the different outlays required. 

Mr. Wutre: We have purchased the land necessary for the removal of 
the works at Havre. 

Mr. a : Do you intend to put the outlay on your own works to 
capita 

ase It will be part of the outlay which we shall put to 
capital. 

Mr. Lewis: Looking to the very satisfactory state of the concern with 
regard to the B ser the present, and the future, I have very great pleasure 
in moving—* That the report of the directors now read be received and 
adopted.” 

Mr. J. G. Hamaack: I have very great pleasure in seconding that. 

The resolution passed unanimously. 

A resolution authorizing the payment of a dividend at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum, together with a bonus of 6s. per share, was unani- 
mously carried. 

The retiring directors, Thomas Winckworth and Joseph Browne, Esqs., 
and the auditors, Felix Ladbrooke and John Moxon, Esqs., were unani- 
mously re-elected. 

Mr. J. G. Hammack proposed a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman 
and directors. 

Mr. SmirxH seconded the motion, which passed by acclamation. 

The CHatrRMAN having returned thanks, 

Mr. Lewis proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Backler (the secretary), for 
the zeal and urbanity with which he conducted the business of the company. 

Mr. Wuite seconded the motion, and said that having recently visited 
the six stations in company with Mr. Backler, he could bear testimony 
to the deep interest he took in the affairs of the company, and to the search- 
ing inquiries he made into every part of its business; in fact, he believed 
that the present prosperous state of the company was, in no small degree, 


The resolution having been unanimously passed, 

The Secretary said: I thank you sincerely for the honour you have 
done me in passing this resolution, and beg to assure you of my continued 
and entire devotion to the interests of the company. I must say that my 
duties do not weigh as a heavy burden on me, for [ feel real pleasure in 
performing them, so as to advance the prosperity of the company to the full 
measure of my humble abilities; but 1 do think that those duties, instead | 
of being agreeable as they are, would be most arduous if I could not con- 
stantly depend on the hearty co-operation of those who are associated with | 
me in the service of the company. Knowing as I do the great value to your 
interests, as well as to myself, of that careful co-operation and assistance 
which I receive on all sides, from M. Marie, the general superintendent, 
downwards, I feel bound to take some opportunity, and I avail myself of this 
one, to acknowledge how much I am indebted to the staff of the company | 
for their cordial co-operation with me, and to say that, if you consider that | 
I perform my duties efficiently, it is not to me alone that the merit is at-| 
tributable, but also to those who afford me every facility for doing so. | 

The proceedings then terminated. 











JosrpH Cowen, Ese.—At the quarter sessions for the County of Durham’ | 
held on the 2nd inst., this much respected gentleman took the oaths and was 
qualified to act as a magistrate for that county together with Nicholas Wood, 
Esq., the eminent colliery engineer and viewer. 


TATTERSALL AND Conincspy.—The following tenders were sent in on 
the 9th inst. for the erection of the new works designed by Mr. R. P. Spice 
of London :— 

Buildings and Tank. 

Stainton ‘ - Boston ° * £820 0 0 
Booth and Son os 700 0 0 

es ‘ a dee st a ee 
White Alford (accepted) . . . 484 4 0 

Apparatus, 

Kirkham . London . - £1099 18 5 
Corrall  . ” - 99712 0 
Balfour ae ear ae 770 0 0 
Cliff Bradford (accepted) 660 16 0 


Mains, 4, 8, and 2 inches diameter, laid complete with bends, branches, and 





syphons. 
Per vard. 
Kirkham . London (average) . £0 4 
Keatley . Boston ” ° 0 3 6 
Clif .. Bradford ,, 03 5 
a London a 03 8 
Corrall (accepted) 9 ‘9 0 2 10% 
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Share List of Gas Companies. 


(Directors and Managers of Gas-Works are earnestly requested to enable us to rectify the errors and fill up any omissions in the following List.) 
The Companies whooe names are printed in italic type are incorporated by Act of Parliament. 









































































































































att Amount’ Diy. 5 | Amount] Div. 2 Amount] Div. 
No. | 58 Name paid per Price No. | 8 Name paid per Price No. |28 Nanz paid per Price 
Shares He Comrans per | a share xs 3% Convene 4 — 8 il lal e% Comms NY. per ny fare 
. NY. res = ‘¥. le — A ° fe 
issued.| < 3, Share. |Avaum. leomed. ge akave: an. issued BE Share. | Annum. 
ENGLAND. | £ £sdi£ sd & sa £ £sai£ sd £ sd 
£ ,£ sd £ sd| £ sa] 1125) 20 |Brighton, newsh./16 0 0) 6 0 0] 12tol4] 4000) 5 |Croydon Commrel.| 5 0 0 | 
Aberavon ... .| | 2471| 20 |Brighton § Hove .\20 00) 6 0 0) 19 to2i Cranbrook. £1900; 5 00 
Aberdare. .... } | 107} 8 | Do.,newshares. Crayford& Bexley. | 
Abergele. .... 181250! Sk. |Bristol United . .| Stock.| 9 0 Oj/18ito183{ 420) Creditm..... 00/5 00 6 00 
Aberystwith . . .| | 150} 8 |Brixham. ... .| 8 00/5 00 250] 20 |Dartford. . .. . 20 00)7 00 28 00 
530} 10 Abingdon . . . ./10 00 6 00) 12 00 \Braintree. . . . 700] 5 |Dartmouth(Lim.).| 5 0 0| 6 00) 5 00 
r & Bns. 897007|Sk.|Brentford ... .| All. | 4 00) 60to65} 125) 20 |Daventry..... 20 00/6 00 24 80 
1050} 10 | Accrington Gas 0 of £3. 1659} 20 Do., preference. ;1 00/5 00 165) 10 |Dawley .... . 10 00/5 00/10 06 
Water. . 0 0} 15 00 Brentwood . ‘ 346} 5 |Dawlish..... 5 00/8 00 7100 
1050] 10] Do.,new shares. io 00 15 00 200) 50 |Bridgwater . . .\50 00) 7 00) 50 00 800] 10 |Deal & Walmer. .|10 0 0) 7100 10 00 
21001 5| Do. do. . .|5 00 7100] 400] 10 |Bridlington . . .|:0 0 0) 7 10 6| 1210 0] 1200) 1 |Deddington. . . .J1 00 
2100; 5] Do, do. ..j1 00 1100 Bridport. .... | Delph, Yorkshire . 
2100) 24) Do., do. . .| 010 0) 0150 MRS orm ca | 500] 6 |Denbigh. . .. . 00}5 00 6 OO 
1000} 5 |Airdale (Limited).| 5 008 006) 7100 Broadstairs. . . .| 1070) 25 |Derby ..... ; 25 0 0/10 0 0) 55 100 
200; 5] Do.,newshares.| 11508 00 Bromsgrove . . .| 4000) 5 Dewsbury § Batley 5 00/7100 7100 
24/75 |Alcester.... . 75 00 4 00) 80 OO] 1006) 5 |Bromley, Kent. .|5 00/7 00 2000} 5| Do.,newshares.| 3 0 0) 7 100 
128] 10 |Aldborough (Lim.)|10 00/5 00 100} 10 Bromyard (Lim.). |10 006 7000; 5 |Devonport ... 75 00/8 00) 8 00 
1500| 10 | Aldershot (Lim.) .| Broughton... . \Doleelly..... 
300} 6 |Alfreton. ... . 16 005 00) 5100 120} 10 |Bruton. .. . . . ho 00/4 00) 8to9 160} 10 |Donnington . 10 00/5 00 10 00 
Almwiek ..... | \Brynmawr. ... 340) 25 |Dorchester. . . ./25 00) 8 00 27 00 
Alston Moor . . .) | 100] 25 |Buckingham , . ./25 00) 6 0 0) 26to27 120| 25 jDorking ..... 24 00)5 00 25 00 
250} 10 jAlton ...... 110 0010 006/12 00 500} 1 |Burley-in-Wharf- 192) 25 Ponaes, Isle of 
1600} 5 |Altrincham. .. ..5 00/6 00] 6 00 | dale (Limited) .}1 00/5 00) 1-10§ =| | Man,..... 25 00) 8 00) 30 00 
Amersham... .| 1600} 5 |Burslem §& Tun- 209] 524 m1 Fada mid 52 10 O}10 0 0) 80 00 
170) 10 |Ampthill. . . . .|10 00) 4 00) 9 00 SERS 5 008 00 500] 10 |Dowlais(Limited).}10 0 6) 8 00) 12 00 
350) 10 |Andover. ... . 10 006 00 ° 2240} 5 | Do.,newshares.| 5 00) 6 00) 25, 60 [Downham Market.|60 0 0} 7 10 0 
358) 5 |Appleby..... |5 00 2100) 2150] 1200; 10 |BurySt.Edmund’s\10 0 0/10 0 0) 17 100 |\Driffield..... 
230) 10}/Arundel . . . . . |10 10 0.10 06 0) 1010 0] 1800) 10 | Do., new shares,| 1 10 0)10 0 0 , |Droitwich .... 
250) 10 | Ashbourne, seated 006 00/13 100 303/ 10 | ‘Buxton (Limited). 10 007100) 14 00 600] 30 |Dudley...... 30 00) 6 60) 37 to40 
292) 5 |Ashburton. . . 005 00 150] 10 |Caistor. .... . 0 007 0012 00 500) 20 |Droylsden . . . .|10 00 
84) 30 | Ashby-de-la- Zouch 30 006 00 187; 5 Callington... .|5 00 5 00] 1500) 20 |Dukinfield. .. .|9 50/10 00 18100 
700) 10 os" mamas 215] 10 |Calne, Wilts . . .|10 00/6 00,10 00] 200) 10|Dunmow..... 0 00)5 00 10 00 
RE 006 00) 11100 (Camborne... . ‘Dunstable... . 
1600} 30 | Ashton-und.-Lyne) 30 0010 00) 60 00 600} 50 |\Cambridge. . . .|50 00|7 00) 80 00 900} 10 ‘Durham ..... 10 0 O}10 O of £26 
590} 5 jAtherstone. .. .|5 009 09) 8100 160| 123] _Do.,newshares.|12 10 0} 7 0 0) 20 00 900} 10 | Do.,newshares.| 5 10 0/10 0 0 
Attleborough . a 640 8} Do., do, 4007 00) 6 00 250) 10 ‘Dursley, Gloster .| 9 0 Ojlls.per) 9 50 
Axminster . 240| 50 |Canterbury Gas § | share. 
200} 20 |Aylesbury . |. ./20 00/5 00} 21 00 | _ Water . .'50 001) £6&] Gi to63] 156) 5 |Easingwold 5 00/5 00 
150} 10 |Aylsham (Lim. ), 240 25 | Do., do 25 00) { Bns.| 25 to30 400) 10 \Eastbourne, .. 10 00/5 O00 11 00 
Norfolk .. . .10 00 5 00)12100] 240) 124) Do., do 1210 0} ( of | 124 tos 90] 20 |East Dereham . -/20 00)5 00 21 00 
& Bns. 240 6] Do., do. 6 5 0| £2. | 6} to7} 356] 5 |East Grinstead . 00}6 00; 5 00 
of 5s. 800} 25 \cardif, Ashares.|25 00/10 00) 42 00] 1200) 5 |East Retford. . . 5 0010 00) 7100 
per sh. 800} 25 | Do., Beshares.|25 00) 8 00) 38 00 Egremont, Cum- 
3093) 10 | Bacup (Ross. Un.). 160/ 25 |Carmarthen . . ./25 00) 5 0@ 30 00 | bortand Mia a 
ordinary. . ./10 00/9 00/19 00 | {Carnarvon . | | | 703| 64jElland. . . . . 6100) 8 0010 00 
600) 10 | Do., preference.|10 00) 9 0 0/19 00 Carshalton. . . . : 800 5 |Elsecar (Limited). 5 00)5 00/512 0 
2597) 10 Do., new issue .| 1 00 2100 200} 6 |Castlecary .. . 6 00 5 00 ss © «2s 
Bakewell. .... 200| 10 |Castle Donnington to 00/6 00) 12140 200} 10 |Emsworth . 
200} 10 |Baldock . . .. . 10 005 00/10 00 249] 5 |Castleford .. . | 5 00/5 00) 5 00 400} 5 |Enfield...... 5 00)5 00) 5 00 
1000; 10 {Banbury (Limited)/10 007 100) 15 00 400] 5 |Castletown, Man. 5 00/5 00) 5jto5) 300} 19 |Epsom & Ewell. .|19 0 0 
2150} 10 | Bangor Gas § Wr.|10 0 0) 5 00) 10 00 620| 2 |Cawood(Limited).|2 00) 4 00 Eton (Cannel Gas). 
260) 10 |Barnard Castle. ./16 0 0) 5 10 0} 10 15 ¢ Chatteris... . . | 700} 10 {Evesham (Lim.) ./10 0 0) 6 0 0) 93 to10 
800; 5|Barnet...... 5 00:6 00) 5100 300} 10 |Cheadle ..... a 00'5 00:10 00 1600) 25 |Exeter. ..... 25 00;/8 00 40to42 
Barnsley. . £6000 | 7100 100} 25 |Chelmsford. 00:5 00 40 00 250) 10 |Exmouth ° 10 00)5 0010 00 
109} 20 |Barnstaple. . . ./20 00) 7 100 100} 25 | Dow new shares” 1 00:5 00/15 00 bt? See 25 0015 00/25 00 
\& Bns. 2500) 16 |Cheltenham, 170} 10 Fairford a ae ai 10 00/3 00 
of 10s. A shares. \16 008 00 100} 38 |Fareham.... . 38 00)5 00 
1158) 2 |Barton-on-Humb.| 2 005 00) 2 00] 9500! 8! Do, Gaon: | 8 00/7 00 120} 25 |Farnham. . . . . 25 00}l0 00: 2 00 
120) 25 |Basingstoke .. ./25 00) 8 0 0| 30to34 Do., new shares. 7 00 Farringdon. 
2500) 16 | Bath, Ashares.|16 00 8 9 0) 37100 500| 10 |Chepstow, } Faversham . 
2500, 8| Do. Bshares.|8 00 7 0 0|§ united A shares. | 120] 10 |Fenny Stratford 
2500; 10] Do., Cshares.|5 007 90) 7100 200} 10 | Do., Bshares.| (Limited). 10 00)5 OO 11 00 
Battle . . . £2000 16 00 \Chertsey (see Co.| 5 |Filey. . ...|5 00/5 00 5 00 
56) 264/Bawtry .... . 26126, 6 00) 25 00 & General, Lon- 300] 10 |Folkestone . ; | :/10 0 0/10 00/15 00 
710| 10 | Beccles Gas § Wr.)10 00 2 100 ieee ai ca 240] 10] Do., new. .. .| 8 00/10 00 13 00 
300/ 30 |Bedford .... . 25 00 4 00/20 00] 230/10 Chesham... .. 10 00)/5 00)/10100] 280) 5|Framlingham . .|5 00/5 00 5100 
350 10 |Bedworth . . . ./10 00) 7 @ 0) 11 10 O [300007] Sk. Chester United . .| Stock.| 5 00)100 00] 1155) 1 |Frodsham(Lim.).| 1 00)/2100 1 00 
300; 3|Belford ..... 3 00 1 10 0 J200007) ,, ee oy ane ” 7 00/140 00 ON 5 0 06 «8 
Bedale, Yorkshire. aa {to 00) 7 00) 14 0 0 [120007|Sk.|Gainsborough . .| All |6 00110tol115 
350/ 10 |Belper. . . . . 10 9010 00) 14 00] 35] 10 Do.,newshares., 2100/7 00) 3100] 400) 20} Do. newshares.|4 00/6 00 
Beaminster. . . . | 500}10, Do. do... 0 100|7 060) 0140 170} 10 Gillingham (Lim. blo | 
Berkeley. ... . 250| 5 Chester-le-Street . 00/6 00} 5 00 See 00/3 00 
1086) 10 |Berwick & Tweed- 192007] Sk. | Chesterfield Gas § 103] 25 |Glastonbury . . “135 00/4 0015 00 
ne 10 007 00)12100 Water. . 5 00 Glossop £10, 000 9 0 0} 
Bewdley. .... | eee Oe... fs 150 00) 5 00) 52 1000} 25 | Gloucester, | | 
330/ 10 |Bideford. . . . . 10 00/6 00) 10100] 240) 25 |Chichester . . . .25 00/6 00) 30 00 A shares.|25 0 0/10 0 0) 30 to32 
Biggleswade . . . [Chippenham . . | 856] 6} | Do., Beshares.| 6 5 0| 7 10 0| 74 to74 
200) 10 |Bicester. . . . . 10 00/5100) 11 00 329] 10 |\Chipping Norton 621} 5 |Gomersal. .... |5 00)6 00 6 7 
5000) 5 |Bilston...... 5 008 00 7 00 | (Limited)... ./10 00/5 00 260) 20 |Godalming . 20 00/5 00 20 00 
200) 10 |Bingham. .. . . 10 004 00) 100} 10 Chipping Ongar .|10 00/2100) 5 00 300} 5} Do., new shares.| 5 00|5 00 5 00 
Bingley . . £7400 14 00) 838| 20 Chorley... . .20 00/7 00/27 00] 100) 20| Do., do...) 8 00 
1200) 80 | Birmingham, 200| 5 \Church Stretton 100} 5} Do., do. . .12 00 
A shares./80 0010 0 0)144 to 146 | (Limited). 15 00 Gorleston & South- 
400; 8] Do., Bshares.|} 8 00/9 0 0) 14} tol5 Chowbent, Lan- Se 
1300) 40 | Do.,newshares.|40 00 7 10 0/60) to 613 cashire. .... Gosport ...... ' 
1200} 40 | Do.,newshares.|30 0 0} 7 10 0| 46 to47 \Christehurch . ee 450} 20 |Grantham .. . ./20 00/7 00) 28 00 
2400) 50 | Birmingham = § | 680] 10 (Cirencester. . , .10 00|5 00,11 00] 1000) 20 |Gravesend. . . .|20 00/5 00) 21 00 
Staffordshire .|50 0010 0 0| 96to97 | 357| 10 Cleckheaton, | Grays Thurrock || 
2400' 25 | Do.,newshares.|25 0 010 0 0) 52 to 524 | A shares. 10 00) 5 0 0 643} 5 |Great Berkhamp-, 
7020, 20] Do., do. 17 06110 0 0) 40to42 357; 10 | Do., Beshares.| 7100/5 0 0; kid « '5 00/6 00) 5100 
Bishop’s Auckland 350] 10 |Clevedon. . . . . 10 00/4100, 10 00] 210) 10 |Great Marlow . .10 00/5 00/10 00 
180) " Bishop’s Castle. ./10 00/5 00) 10 00 \Clitheroe. . . . . | 700| 5 |Great Harwood. .| 5 00) 4 50 
000) 15 Bishop’s Stortford }]0 00; 5 00/10 00] 1132) 5 \Cockermouth. . .|5 00/5 00) 5 50 280] 5 | Do.,newshares.!1 0 0 
6000 Blackburn... .|15 0010 00/25 00 300} 5 |\Coggeshall. .. .|5 00 4} to5 450} 5 |Great Wigston. .|5 00/6 00 
Blandford .... | 900} 20 |Colchester . . . ..20 00 7 00) 24 00 150| 1| Do., newshares. | 1 00/6 00 
Blyth & Cowpen ‘ 160} 10 |Collingham (Lim.)|10 00) 5 0010 007 1000) 10 Great Grimsby, .|9 10 0} 8 0 0| 13tol4 
ee Collumpton . . .| | Great Torrington || 
100) 10 |Bolsover. . ... 10 00 10 00 150] 20 |Colne, Lancashire|20 0 0! 36 00 352] 25 | Guildford, m 
$909] 163] Bolton. - 1610 0/9198) 35 00] 150/10| Do|...... 10 00) 18 00 A shares. 25 0 0 
7466) Do.,newshares.| 1 0 0 Bie “See 3 0 0) 9 00] 352) 3] Do. B shares, 3 00 
800| 10 |Boston..... . 10 00) 8 100 150| 5| Do., Ashares.|5 oof #!!| 9 90 Do., new shares. 
= 10 | Do.,new shares. 8 100 150} 5 | Do., Bshares.| 5 00) 9 00] 1300) 10 |Guernsey... . . 9 0 O/16s.per| 18 00 
Boughton Blean . 150] 5| Do., Cshares.|2 0 0) 5 00 Guisborough | | | share. 
iol 3 Bourne...... 10 0015 00 Coleford, Gloucest.| Gunislake .... 
160 10 |Brackley. . . . ./10 00) 6 00/10 00] 200) 25 \Congleton . . . .\25 00)5 00/31 00 Hadlow (Lim.) . . 
Bradford, Wilts . 320| 5 |Conway(Limited).| 5 0 0 5 00] 140 10 |Hailsham .. . .10 00/6 00/10 00 
25 | Bradford, Yorksh.\25 0 0)10 00] 49 00] 1600! 25 |Covent , re lo5 00/8 00135 00 40) 50 |Halesowen. . . ./50 00/6 0 0) 
Brampton, Cumb- 25 | Do.,newshares.|25 0 0| 7 10 0 9007) Sk. |Halesworth , 7100 
berland .... Cowbridge . ae 300} 5] Do.,newshares.| 5 0 0) 7 10 0} 6 00 
579 Brandon, Suffolk . Corsham. .... 240) 5 |Haltwhistle(Lim.)) 5 00) 4100) 5 00 
10 Brecon (Limited) .|10 6 0) 8 06) 14 00] 5000) 10 Cowes. ..... 10 005 00 Hampton. .... 
Bridge-end, Gla- ; 200) 10 Croft & Hurworth- 1000] 10 |Harrogate. . . . 8150/5 00) 8150 
6000 morganshire . . upon-Tees(Lim.); 9 0 0 6800) 5 | Hartlepool Gas § 
5 | Brierly Hill... .|5 0014 00] 5 26] 1200) 1 \Crook (Limited) 1 0010 00) 1 50 Water... .|5 00/7 0 0) 
2950 Brighouse le ie ee 251) 5 |Crowland . oe 0 | 7 00 3322} 5} Do. »mew shares. | 5 00|7 0 | 
20 ‘Brighton... . . 20 006 006 17tol9 181’ 10 ‘Crowle, Lincoln .10 0010 00 9878" 5 9 do. . .'1100/7 00 
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2g Amount} Div. 9 Amount] Diy. [ 2 lccatantl Div. 
No. | 38 Mans paid per Price No. a2 Name paid per Price No. |¢ § Name paid per Price 
of Ba up Cent. Pe of | 5a oF up Cent. _per of | Et or up Cent. per 
Shares} 65 Compan. I per Share. [Shares} & » Company. per per Share. | Shares) ¢ + Company. er per Share. 
issued.) < 4 Share | Annum. issued | < 5, Share. | Annum issued. “|< 5 Share. |Annum 
£ £sdjif sdi£sad lg £ sdi£ sdi & sd | & sdi£ sdi& sa 
Mevwieh. ... ° 320: 25 |Lineoln . }25 00/10 00) 70 00 132, 25 |Market Harboro’ .|25 00) 7 00) 35 00 
662) 6 |Haslingden. . . .| 6 0010 00/10 00 | & Bns. | Market Weighton. 
343} 6] Do., Ashares. .|4 00/10 00) 6 00 of 12/6 | Markyate St. (L.). 
1120) 25 |Hastings § St. 300| 5 |Lindfield (Limited) 5 00 5 00 150, 10 |Marsden(Lim.) ./10 00) 5 00/10 00 
Leonards. . . .\25 00 240; 5 \Liskeard. .... 5 00;'8 00) 6 00 370, 10 |Maryport .. 10 00/6 00/12 00 
180| 10 |Hatfield ... . . 240, 5 |Littlehampton . .| 5 00/7100! 5 00] 500, 5 |Matlock Baths . .| 5 00 
500| 5 |Havant...... 5 00/3 00) 5 00 100 |Liverpool United .| £100 ji0 6 6202 00] 200) 2 {Measham (Lim.) .| 1126) 5 00 
120) 10 |Haverhill 10 00'5 00)10 00 | 25] Do.,} share. . 25 00/10 00) 50100 | Melksham .... 
244) 5 |Haworth..... 5 00 5 50 | |Llandudno Gas & 934| 2|Meltham.. . 2 004100 
Hay, Brecon. . . Water .... Melton Mowbray . 
Haydon Bridge. . | Llanelly . . £3000 5 00 Merthyr Tydvil. 
4965} 1 |Hebden Bridge. .| 1 00 250) 10 |Llanrwst(Limited)| 915 0) 5 00) 915 0 50} 10 |Mere....... 10 00 
120} 10 |Hedon (Limited) .|10 00) 3 00 120| 10 |Middleham , 10 00) 5 0 Of10 00 
145) 12 |Helston ..... 12 00) 9 00 | Loxpon Comps.— 3000; 10 |Aliddleton . . . 10 00 
250! 10 |Hemei Hempstead|l0 0 0} 4 00] 7 0 0] 5000, 10 |Anglo-Romano (en Midsumr. Norton. 
300) 10 |Henley (Limited) .|10 0 0 commandite) , .\10 00) 8 00 10 to12 198} 5 |Mildenhall. . . .) 5 00 5 00 
Hereford. £10,000 4100 5000] 20 |British Provincial,|20 0 0] 7 0 0)254 to264} 2000) 5 |Minfield. .... 5 0015 00 6 50 
300' 10 |Herne Bay. . . .|10 00/6 00 11 00 20! Do.,new. .. .|1@ 00) 7% 0 0) 18to19 700} 10 |Mitcham. . ... 10 0 0)10 0 0) 14100 
Hertford. .... | (Norwich,  Hull- 650| 5 |MoldGas & Water.| 5 0 0} 7 10 0} 6} to64 
270| 10 |Hexham. .... 10 00 6 001 14 00 | Somenonoae, Shel-| 700) 10 }Monmouth Gas & 
400) 25 |Heywood. .*. .. 25 00/10 00 A. err | a, SESS 10 00)5 00) 10 00 
25 | Do.,newshares./25 0 0) 7 10 0 Holywell Th) , 250| 5 |Montgomery (Ld.)| 5 0 0 
160} 10 |Higham Ferrers ./10 00) 7 00) 12 00 12000) 50 |Chartered . . . (50 00) 8 00 150! 10 |Moreton-in-Marsh} 9 26) 4 00) 9 26 
520| 5 |High Wycombe. .| 5 00/6 00) 6160] 6000| 50) Do....... 10 00/8 0 0] 12to124f 1000 5 |Morley,nr. Leeds.| 5 00) 6 00) 6 15 0 
Highworth, Wilt- 10000| 20 | City of London, ; {Mossley ..... 
shire. . . Ashares|20 00)7 00 | Mottram..... 
280} 10 Hinckley. ... . ‘110 00) 5 00} 9 0 0} 10000) 10} Do., Bshares|l0 00) 4 00 220; 16 |Morpeth. .... 16 00)5 006) 17100 
Hindley, Lan- 10000} 25 | Commercial 25 00) 6 0 0} 27 to28 Nantwich 
cashire..... 6000] 25| Do., newshares.| 7 10 0] 6 00) 8 to9 | Nayland. .... 
200} 20 |Hitchin . |... 20 0018 00 1180| 5 \County & General | |Neath...... 
200} 5 | Do.,newshares,| 5 00) 8 00 (Limited) . 00);5 00 185! 10 |Needham Market ./10 00) 4 00 
400! 10 |Hythe & Sandgate (Pembroke, Chert- - Newark . .£5000 10 00 
(Limited) 00} 6 00) 10150 sey, Northtleet, Newburn, .... 
Hoddesden. . . . ea tian’ © 250| 20 |Newbury..... 20 00/5 00 20 00 
555) 20 |Holmfirth . . . .\19 00) 5 00) 1% 00] 4150) 10 Crystal Palace Dis- 16000) § |Neweastle &Gates- 
960) 5 Holyhead . | 5 0016 OO 6 26 trict 10 0016 00 j head Union. . .|8 00} 6 00) 8100 
Holywell (see Bri- 850 oleae tt: o oge oe Newcastle - under - 
tish Provincial).| _ 4000) 50 |Equitable | | | ||50 00) 6 00 _Lyne. . , £6200 4 00 
98} 25 |Honiton..... 25 0 0) 312 0) 20 0 O | 23406) 10 |European (Lim ) “10 00) 6 06] 93tolO#f 250| 5 |Newent ..... 00 
1250) 1 |Honley rated) 1 005 00; 1 00 | (Boulogne, Amiens, & Bns. Newhaven, Sussex 
6/500 |Horneastle. . . £500 ouen,’ Caen. New Malton . . . 
1200} 24/Horsforth ‘| 2 10 0 21009 seorcl __ Havre,& Nantes.) 600 5 |Newmarket.. . .| 5 00) 4 00) 4 00 
142/ 20 |Horsham. .... 20 00/10 001295 00 17216) 10 Great Central Gas m 8 to 84 366) 2 Do., preference.| 2 0 06} 6 0 200 
10 |Houghton-le-Spg.|10 00) 8 00 Consumers’, , .|10 00/5 00 O°2} 200 20 |New Mills § Hay-| 
Howden.... . 13000 50 | Imperial, ‘ ; | ee 115 10015 00 
Hull-Sculcoates | old shares./50 00) 9 00 70 290 |Newnham (Lim.) .|20 0 0) 21 00 
(see British Pro- 13000) 50 Do., newshares. 17 10 09 00 Newport Pagnell . 
vincial) j 91000) 100 Do., bonds WS £100 }10 00 360, 35 |Newport, Mon-| 
| 28000! 50 | Imperial Conti- RS 47 to49 } mouth, Ash.|35 00) 9 00 50 00 
210! 10 |Hungerford | | /10 00) 5 00/10 00 neta... . pe 9OT ON 540, 35 | Do., Beshares.|35 0 0] 7 10 0| 42 100 
1450| 20 |Huddersfield . . ..20 0 0/10 00 Asesteptes, Bertin, | _ Newport, Salop. 
250! 20 | Do.,newshares.15 00) 5 00 Lille, Rotterdam’ 250' 5 |New Romney(Ld.)} 5 00/5 00) 5 00 
860| 10° |Huntingdon and| Aix-la Chapelle, | Newton Abbott. . 
Godmanchester, 10 00:4 00) 10 00 Antwp.,Bordeaux, 198 19 |Newtown, Mont- 
600} 10 [Huyton & Roby .10 00) 4 00 aay aon } _gomeryshire . ./10 00)6 00) 10 00 
2500) 10 |Hyde ...... | 9 00/5100) 10150 Haarlem, Marseill. Northallerton. 
Idle & Eccleshill . | Toulouse, Vienna.) , 777| 20 | Northampton, 
560] 6}/Ilkestone. ... . 5 0/11 40! 8 0 Of 3000; 40 |Independent , . .|40 00) 5 00 A shares./20 0 0/10 00 
Ilminster... .. & Bns. 777| 20 | Do., Beshares.|20 00) 4 00 
| aa i 4904) 50 |London ..... 50 00)3 00 777| 20 | Do., Cshares.|10 0 0} 7 100 
198} 12 |Ilfracombe 12 00/4 00} 8gto9 5519! 25 | Do., Ist pref. .|25 00/6 0 0} 29 to30 Northfleet (see Co. | 
. & eo | 1921) 50} Do., 2nd pref. .|50 00)6 00 & General). . . 
Ingatestone 870 50 | Do., 3rd pref. ./50 00/6 00 2914} 5 |N. Shields, Tyne- | 
2800 10 [Ipswich ..... jlo 00) 8 0 0] 15 to16 520455/ Do., Ist pref.sk 6 00 Es «06 « 5 00/5 00 5176 
Ironbridge . . 136087 Do., 2nd pref. sk 6 00 120} 103 North Walsham ./10 100) 5 00) 10150 
180) 10 Irthlingborough ‘ho 0015 00) 10 0 | 50000 1 |Oriental(Limited), : $71| 15 |Northwich. . . .115 00/5 00/15 00 
800] 25 |Isle of Thanet . .|20 0.0) 5 0 0) 31 to33 Calcutta. . .| 1 00 }tol Norwich (see Brit, 
(Margate & Rams- 50000 1 Do., new shares,| 0 15 0 § to} Provincial) . | 
gate.) ine 9000) 60 |Pheeniz Ne ae eee 52 00/7 00 4000] 50 |Nottingham . . ./50 00) 5 0 0) 
36 Jersey, St. Helier’s| _ ee ee , & Bns. | 50 | Do.,newshares.|50 0 0/10 0 0} 
3) 5 |Kelvedon (Lim.) .| 5 00 5000 20 Ratcliff ..... 16 00) 5 00 268| 8 |Nuneaton (Lim.).| 8 00) 5 00/710 0 
1842; 9 |Kendal U nion Gas : . 4000) 50 South Metropo- & Bns. 125 8 eee 8 00/5 00) 710 0 
& Water. . | 9 00/7 00) 12100 | yO ae 8 00/6 00 Oaken Gates, Salop 
380! 20 | Do., preference. |20 0 0/ 710 0) 35 00 | & Bns. 240| 5 {Oakhampton (Ld.)| 5 0 0 
290| 10 |Kenilworth (Lim.)|10 0 0] 4 0 0) 10 0 0} 12633) 10 |Surrey Consumers’|10 00) 8 0 O/11fto113{ 900) 19 |Odiham . . . 10 0015 00 10 00 
400) 5 |Keswick ... . . 5 005 00) 4 00} 2147)10| Do....... 2 00/8 00} 2 50% ~ | [Oley .. au | 
156! 25 Kettering . 25 00) 6 00) 30 00] 9000 50 |United General. .[50 00} 2 0 0/214 to 22) 360! 10 |Ormskirk, old sh.'10 00} 8 0 o! 14 00 
Keynsham... . (Dublin& Limerick) 1080! 10 Do., newshares.} 410 0} 8 06 6 46 
Kidderminster, 1500 10 | Wandsworth = § - ; a > 
“ - 1600; 5 ss anette 5 00:5 00 5100 
m £10,000. 5 00) | _ Putney. 10 00 800} 5 4 505 00! 
Kidsgrove .... | 1500; 10 | Do., new shares. &: odor: Yorkshire | 
150} 10 Kimbolton . . aay © 0 12 0 0] 20000; 10 Western (Lim.), 80! 25 Oundle “125 0017 0095 00 
140) 7 {Kingsbridge . . .| 7 00 | 10toll ee Ashares./10 00) 7 00 ‘ ~ |" lOver Darwen, — hed 
Kingstn-on-Tham. | 10000 10 | Do., Beshares,| 1 00) 7 0 0)ftoljpm £8000 5 00 
} Kington, Hereford | 2777, 5 |West Ham... .j| 5 00 a4 ver & . 
oa | ‘ 1694) 1 |Over & Wharton j 
| Kirby Lonsdale. . 13223, 5 | Do.,newshares. | (Limited) 1 00 120 
| Kirkburton. . . . | 10000) 10 | Victoria Docks. . 120! 150| Oxford * * ' *l g150}8 00230 00 
330| 5 |Kirkham, Lan- ts ‘ | i {ie - | 
cashire. .. .| 5 00 00) 5 00 , 4 ' . 47 vemereaige | 
| oS 5 | | Long Buckby (L.). Paington (Lim.) 
$50) 24} _Do., new shares. 2100/4 00) 2100 120) 10 pnd ave A at 10 0 0} 7 10 O} 11 to12 Painswick... . 
200) 10 |Kirton-in-Lindsey | | Pately Bridge 
(Limited) . [10 0015 0010100] osol , (Longton (im). tal 8 aly Forinnt 
200) 5 Knighton ao 5 00 } ves oO ostwithiel 5 0 0) > 0 P Peel, Isl * — : ” 
1000] 10 |Knottingle ie: aoe 1 00) 1 00 00} § |Pecl, Isle of Man.) 5 00/7 0 0 6to7 
oul I giey |, 2 | Loughborough . . Pembroke (see Co. 
470| 314|Lancaster , . , .{31 10 0) 7 2 10] 45 to 46 240} 25 |Louth 25 0010 00 & General) 
eee 6 60/7210) 9to9} | o ti Cae a sanl-en [Peniston. Sherr): 
Add ap Rin als 2500| 10 Lowestoft Gas § 500} 20 |Peniston, Thuri- 
Sr 15 15 0} 50 0} 21 to22 Water stone,’ §  Ox- 
50] 25 |Langport. ... . 25 00/40 0/15 00 Llangollen . i spring ee 
1000) 20 ae. Privrs|20 0 al 8 00195 0 611) 5 |Ludlow Union . .| 5 00 5 00) 5to5} 250] 20 |Penrith ..... 15 00/6100 21 6 
weal a gton Privrs|20 3 29 00 110; 5 | Do.,pref. shares} 5 00] 5 00 153| 29 |Penzance. . .. . 200 06 15 00 
al oe ee pom. vo oa $e OC] Gm Wise ...... 10 00 200} 10 |Petworth. | |; 10 06/9 00 14 00 
213] 10 _ zh, poate 05 00/10 00 640) 5 | Do., preferential) 5 0 0) 320] 5 |Petersfield... .|5 00} 5 00 
2 3 A 640) 5 | Do., newshares.! 2 10 0! Pickering 
Leeds Old Comp.— 100| 20 [Lutterworth . . .(20 00/6 50] 25 001 2500] 10 [Plymouth § Stone- 
2412) 25} Oldshares . . .125 00/10 0 0} 46t047 63] 20 |Lyme Regis {20 0 0) 4 00 20 00 house 10 0010 0018 090 
951] 25 | Newdo. . .. ./25 00/6 00) 29to30 120] 25 Lymington . 125 0015 00) 25 OOF 2500) 10} Do....... 8 06/7100) 11 00 
Leeds NewComp.— | Macclesfa. £32,000 | 160} 10 |Pocklington . . .|10 06 5 00 
450007 Old stock, £100 |10 0 6/1773-18231 300} 10 |Maidenhead . . .'10 00) 5 00) 10 00 Ponder’s End & 
350007 | Newdo..... £100 | 6 0 6/117—118f 500) 25 | Maidstone, 0010 00/45 00 Enfield High- | 
7795 it} Do., shares , > al 3150) 6 0 0) 44 to4} 500} 25} Do., Beshares./25 00) 4 00) 20 00 way (Limited) 
3900) |\Leicester, .... 10 00) 8 0 0/16} to16§ | 25 Do.,newshares.|25 0 0] 7 10 0 Pontefract... . 
Leigh ...... | _ |Marlborough. . . Pontypridd, . . . 4 00 
| 21 |Leighton Buzzard.|21 00] 7 00/25 00] 204 23 |Maldon .... . 23 00) 7 00/27 00] 400) 10 |Poole ...... 10 00/10 00/15 00 
104] Do., new shares. |10 10 0} 7 0 0] 1210 0] 200) 10 Malmesbury . . .|10 00) 2100) 5150] 344 2] Do... .... 2 00/10 00) 3 00 
400; 10 |Leominster. . . .|10 00) 5 00) 8100 Manningtree . ; Port Madoc. . 53 00 
245! 5 |Leyburn, York- | Mansfield, £5000 10 00 600| 53 |Portsea Island . ||50 0 0| 6 0 0} 66 to69 
GOs on es 5 00 6 00 150} 10 {Mansfield “Wood- OQ 86) WR 6 2s + 6 0 0} 62 to65 
330) 25 |Lewes, Ashares./25 06/9 00) 30 00 De oo 06 10 00 120} 10 Potton. Bedfordsh. 10 00) 5 00/10 00 
644) 5| Do., Beshares.|5 00/9 00) 6 00 | ee eT: 400} 10 |Prescott..... 10 00}5 00 
payne, Lan- Margate (see Isle PreSteign 
ashire..... of Thanet). . . 300007| Sk. |Preston .....| All. [10 00/200 00 
250) 20 Lichfield . - » + 120 00/10 00) 40 00 Market Drayton . 3000] 20} Do. ..... «fll O 0/10 00) 23 00 











































































































































































































| July 17, 1860. 
| ’ THE JOURN 
' 
Bc feet um faa! AL OF @AS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITA 
| | - }as ? mount} Di 
Par ae ee oe lg ' RY IMPROVEMENT 
pened | aS Company. | o —_ No. \B2 N Lanes Div. | ' 489 
» = A “ . ———_—_—— 
—_—__ =~ Share. PR od Share. my. 5a aa | paid ne | py Py oe 
g | - jams issued. gS Company. | per Gm) a vy a3 ee Amount] Div ; 
1000} 10 |Pr > sds : Share. per | Share, [St gu a paid per’ i 
600} 20 paeee - .. 4,8 00) ‘4% 24 gy — esol memes snare S| Courant. up | = 
6 Dd iy ll le 20 - ) 922 . a-eane bad | per ~ hdl 
a 20 = ene ave shares.| 4 13 4 > oe 30 00 20) 10 Seney Stratford 10 ° a . 4 - oe ry Share. Annum.| Share. 
} a. ko 9 ¢ 413 ‘ Stourbrid, Oo ¢ F | : -| ———-} oe 
} G00! | Pee 20 0 0) 2:10 0) 25 +: 150 20 Sratoron:wn 2 vie 9 00 a i lWoburn 5 + £ sdk nary 
1 | iPods 5 pe 0., NeW “5 0 0, 34 [Wokingham |. . 0} 5 0 0) 4 
, 10 os es 5 00/7 00/12 00 7m § Stretford . rset ; 3a 8 00 8 109 ee: = |Wolscchandeten he ee 5 00) ee 
Q ; 2100) 1 | on, No.1, . 110 00 169 jStroud . cia ees ¥6 00 5 00 10 ‘Do.,new shares. 6 010 0 0 19 10 0 \ 
| “900 40 Do., No. 2 6 | 10 |Swaffham | ‘ | \Voohouses 0010 0013 76 ‘ 
| 200} 20 |Ramsay, I. of Ma ‘len 00 | al [Swansea £90 {10 0015 00 7 ceo 23 + a ox ell le 76 | 
| | | Ramsgate (se Talal 2%” 0015 00 22100 2611 20 |Sudbury - + £9000) ss. 200} 7 |Wooler 6 &: ; 1005 086 
4 | of Thanet) e Isle! wee = 5 |Sunderland | |. 20 00/5 00 20 0 270| 12 |Wotton-un.-Edge. 00 | f 
H — |Rawmarsh . -+ | pe: 5| Do.,newshare | 5 00171003, 0 | 2400) 10 | Worcester age. 2 004 00] 7 0 j 
500 ® ie TRE ‘lo ool G | 200, 10 |Sutton Caldiet,| 5 ov 7100 ; 74 to7} 600] - Woodbridge (Lim. ‘io ce 7 0014 0 4 
’ | Readi a eo as i 0 imi ) a . ) ; 
4001 5 \Redear’ Union, |}20 0 0} 7 10 ° Bi 00 R=: "lo 00 600} 5 ae ae lo O05 O¢ ii 
= | 5 00 21 00] 350, 10 |Sutton Poe A .| 10 00 Ww LT shares.|5 0015 0 i 
12001 1 ipenen. eS. ‘ — enaaeeas je 00) 7100 12100 ae ; ad Ash. .|5 0 dl 7 10 Ol 
2001 epton (Limited) . . 200! drypool, I P Jo., Bshares. .| 5 / 7100) 5 0 
0; 10 ‘Richmond, Seal 1 00}5 00 110 a 10 |Swineshead yas on oo. 23 to 24 600} 5} Do., C shares 3 005 00) 5 0 . 
ond (Limite d). y : 18 | Swindon . )} 00.5 0010 50 Woolwich Consrs. 1005 00) 8100 t 
pe R. \Rickmansworth, .| 5 a 7 00:15 00 0} 10 |Syston. |. . ho . | Woolwh. Equitable » 
180 333 — * "ho 0 } 5 ee 5 00 7 ‘& Co- a |} 10 00 Ww ae Kent. . | | t 
| ae bi . 10 ¢ , ings rae | 
‘Rochester § cn é 33 10 0| 4100 »0 2800 5 Rn. nn | 795 IW ymondham , , ; j ; 
| ham . o ated * 2800) 14 Do., new snaves'| 3 00} 6 00 6 00 1675! 4 20 |Yarmouth . . : 20 eds 
Rochford . ann 6 00 276} 5 | Tadcaster s.j 11006 00 140 6 [Zonten, nr. Leeds| 90) 5 0 0} 18 to20 "| 
|Romford. |... Tamworth . | 5 005 00 8 00 a0 30 /Yeovil. . . "| RY ; 06 50 4 50 H 
200) 95 [Romsey .... | 200! 5 {Tavistock wate ‘| 12000 10 | _Do., new shares’ /10 Sa 6 00) 30 00 / 
5 |Rotherham, eT | 150! 'Tenbury Union .| 5 P 30001 5 York United . 5 001 6 00 10 00 i 
9 | . | } 90) 10 |'Tenterde 15 00,5 00 53 . | 5 | Do.,news | 08 00 9 
200} 123! A shares. '25 oo 8 | m.. 10 0 ‘| 54 to6 hares,| 1 00) 8 00 
600) 121] Bo B shares.|12 10 01 8 0.036 00 Itewkes Gloster || 4 00 8 00 i jog 9 ee 
gal Bos Citar $88 § 8g is 98] 2g) 20 fthame ss” of saameaND. | | 
| Rothwell shares.| 2106) 8 0 os - i) 250! 10 iene see og 10 06)5 00) 10 s 24)Aberdeen. Lge > | | a 
350| 10 [Royston ..... | } | 00 159) 10 It PG. ee WwW 006 O 00 . Abernethy . ate, te 10010 00) 5 1 : 
150) 20 | lRuyby ea te. We 1 005 0 ol 9 11 80 1 egg (Lim.)10 0 0 40 a 10 toll 500) 10 \Airdrie. . wade | 0 I 
a 2) ashy... - = 90 0 O10 6 see SS newest 2: 0 4 00 Alloa... . ‘i 00/9 00) 14100 t 
150) 10" Do... . . Sisaio oo 1883] 5 |Thrapston (Lim.).| ie ons 400) ,% 5  -- RS : 
150 2 Be. new shares. 10 Dolo 00 600 ‘en an) | 3 COLO 00 Sted 1600, } |Anstruther & cul 5 005 00 5 00 d 
150) aii * do. . .| 2100 0) at sham (Lim.) 2 10 0 to9 lardyk g 
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The Gas-Works in the undermentioned towns belong to private individuals. Those marked * by the purchase of the shares in extinct companies :— 


Seqeenny. Brough. Ellesmere. Halstead. Littleborough. Penryn. Stowmarket. 
Alford. Burntisland. — Harleston. ynn. Peterborough. Thirsk. 
Barking*. Bungay. ~~ Harrow. on-the-Hill. | Market Deeping. Pontypool. Tipperary. 
Beaufort (Brecon). Chard. outh. ayle. Nettlebed. Redditch. Tiverton *. 
Billericay. {eastle. Chapel-en-le-Frith. Farsley. Holbeach. Newport * (I. W.). Waltham Abbey. 
Blaydon, near New- Clare. Fermoy. Holt. Newport (I.W.), New. Wem. 

Bodmin. Crewe. Ferry Hill. Hunmanby. New Ross. Wexford. 
Boroughbridge. Crewkerne. Fleetwood. Kings Langley. Oakham *. Sittingbourne. Whitchurch (Salop). | 
Bridgenorth. Crickhowell. Goole. Knutsford. Oswestry. Spalding. Whitby. [Howdon. 
Broadbottom. Dingwall. Hadleigh. Leiston (Suffolk). Parsonstown. Stokesley. Willington Quay & 
The Gas-Works belong to Municipal Corporations, or to Commissioners acting under special Acts of Parliament, in the following towns :— 

Carlisle. Great Malvern. Limerick Corporation Oldham. Salford. Tralee. 

Cashel. Greenock. Works. Paisley. Southport. = rim (Meath). 
Coleraine. Halifax. Lytham (Lanc.). Renfrew. Stockton-on-Tees. 

Dalton. Haverfordwest. Manchester. Richmond (York). Stockport. 
Darlington. Keighley. Middlesborough. — Strabane. 
Devizes. Kells (Meath). Milton (Kent). Ross. Teignmouth. 
Doncaster. Knaresborough. Newton (Lanc.). Rothesay. Tenby. 
Enniskillen. Leek. 


Rhyl. 
St. Ives * (Hunts). 
Sidmouth. 


Athlone. 
Ballinasloe. 
Beverley. 
Birkenhead. 
Blackpool. 
Burnley. 
Burton-on-Trent. 
Bury (Lanc.). 


Wells ( Norfolk). 
Workington. 
Youghall. 
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CASTINGS, PER Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas- Pipes, per Yard. 





COALS, per Ton. 

Scotch Cannel. 
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pS Sa 6 | Capeldrae, lst quality...... eee 
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and South Peareth, 
| PR cccases ecee 
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177 
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16 
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Welch Bar fron, in London ea CWO [BRE cn ccccscesscccs ge. me OS 
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Share Hist of Water Companies. 
2 Amount) Div. Pa Amount) Div. ls Amount) Div. 
No. | £3 Nawe paid per Price No. | 28 Name paid per Price No. |38 Name d per Price 
of | 5a or up Cent. per of 12a or up Cent. yer of 3a or up Cent oad 
Shares) £ & Company. eed | per Share Shares) — + Company. per per Share. JS hares § + Comrany. c per Share 
issued.| < & Share. | annnm. issued.| 4 2 Share. |Annum issued. < 2 Share. | Annum 
£sd£ sad & sa \£ sdf sd & sa sd& sd £ sd 
1050| 10 |AccringtonGasand | 7360} 124, Do., new shares.|12 10 0} 5 10 0} 16 0 0 | 2500, 10 |Lowestoft Gas and | 
| ar 10 00) 15 00§ 7218} 6}! Do., do. quarter ee on 
1050, 10| Do., new shares. 110 00 15 00 shares} 6 50/5 00) 7 00 Margate... . . 
2100 5 Do., -| 5 00) 7100 5581} 6}| Do., do, do} 21005 00) 2150 650 5 |Mold Gas and | 
2100) 5 Do., Zs 5 00) 7100 2000] 25 jExeter...... 25 00)|6100) 42 00 | Water . 5 00 7 10 0) 6}to 6} 
2100} 24) Do., do. 0100 0150 ‘Falmouth ; 700, 10 |Monmouth Gas and | 
Airdrie and Coat- |Folkestone, .. . | Water... ./10 00 5 00/10 00 
bridge... . 20 |Gravesend and 250007 Sk. | Newcastle-on-Tyne | 
588} 1 |Alexandria, .. .|1 00 0 26 Milton. . . .|20 00) 3 00) I4to 16 | | _ (WhittleDean)) Stock.| 5 0 0/102 0 0 
"6 2 aT: 25 005 00; 25 00fF 1000) 5 |Greenock (Shaw’s | 9600; 63| Do., do. 5 00/5 00 176 
|Banbury a he | Gravitation) ./50 006) 7 0 0) 68to70 135| 20 |New port, Caris- 
2150) 10 Bangor. .... ./10 06/5 00) 10 00] 6800) 5 Hartlepool Gasand | brooke. . . ./20 00) 4100) 26 00 
4800| 25 Birmingham. . .|25 00/6 00 39 00 Water... .|5 007 00 |Newport, Mon, 
4800} 25 | Do., newshares.|22 10 0} 6 0 0) 3315 09 3322 Do., new shares.| 5 0 07 00 |North Shields 
710} 10 |Beccles Gas and 9878} 5| Do, do .J1100)7 00 \Norw 7 gh oct ’ 
| Water... ./10 00/2100 Harrowgate ... 3600) 50 50 00/5 00 60100 
\Blackburn . . w. | Heywood, .... | 
| 600} 75 |Bolton, ..... 75 0 6) 5 11 6/123 to 126 1200} 10 Inverness Gas and Oxford . ee” 
600) 25 | «<> 0.8 © 25 00) 117 2} 41 to42 Water... .j|10 0060/7 00) 14 00 | 
a 2400} 5 Do., new shares.| 1 50,7 00) 2 OOF 5980 10 'Paisley oy ee eR 10 006134) 14 26 
Brighton, Hove 1842} 10 |Kendal Union Gas 8000) 10 | Portsmouth 10 00/5 00 11 76 
and Preston and Water . .| 9 00) 6 5 0:12) to133} 1500) 10 | Ramsgate 10 00) 6 0 0) 13to 13g 
8000 | PPS 25 001 80/12 00 380} 20 Do., preference,|20 0 0| 7100, 35 00 Reading . pews 
5000 =I |Bury and Radcliffe|10 0 0! 20010 00 1500} 10 |Kilmarnock 10 00:2 00 8 00 |Reading Union. . 
1333] 15 | Do., pref. shares15 00/10 © 0| 31.15 0] 3200) 25 |Leicester. ... . 25 00) 4100 27100 |Richmond, Surrey 
1333} 18 | Do., do. . .|6 OOO 00) 14 00 120] $5 |Lewes ...... 25 00:6 00 26 00 Rochdale. .... 
2000) 10 | Do., do.. .|5 0014 00) 5 00 Limerick. .... } St. Helen’s. . . . 
2000] 10 | Do., do. . .}1 00/4 00) 5 00 720] 25 |Lincoln ..... 2 00:5 50 30100 Scarborough . . . 
Cambridge... . | 200} 25 | Do.,newshares.|25 00,4 50 26 00 Sheffield... .. 
240} 50 |Canterbury Gas | \Llandudno Gas and) Shrewsbury . 
and Water . ./50 00) 6 0 0) 52to 60 | Weer... 11184] 10 |south Statfordsh. 10 oo 9 126 
240} 25 | Do.,newshares.|25 00) 6 0 0) 25to 30 UE Oe See 00 
240] 123; Do. do. . .|12 10 0 6 0 C) 124to15 | 21000) 5 staffordshire Pot- 
240} 6}} Do., do. . .|6 50/6 0 0} 6} to 74 [Loxpon Comprs.— teries .. 5 00/6 00 7 50 
1500] 20 |Cardiff. ..... 20 0 0| 7 0 0) 28 17 6 | 47000} 10 |Berlin. ..... Ww 00 4}to4}] 1800) 124)Stockton and Mid- 
1500} 10 6: aie wre: a 10 00:'7 00 14 76 25 |Chelsea ee 4 005 0 ; 20 to 21 dlesborough/12 10 0| 6 00 
Cheltenham | 25 | Do., new shares, 0 0) 4:10 0) 24to 25 800; 124} Do., Ashares./12 100) 6 00 
Chepstow 975000) Sk.| |Rast London ce | Stock. 6 0 0)123to 125} 1591) 124) Do., Beshares.|7 00/6 00 
EE 6.6 * ».< 8000} 50 |Grand Junction "150 0 0) 7 10 0) 73 to75 | 4000) 10 Do., Cpreference| 2 0 0) 5 0 0) 23 to3 
19200/| Sk.|Chesterfield Gas 5840| 25 | Do., half shares./25 0 0} 7 10 0) 37 10 0 | 21800} 5 |Sunderland and 
and Water. . 5 00 2310)100 |Kent. ...... 1100 0 0} 5 0 0) 95to 97 South Shields.| 5 00/8 00) 8 26 
| 400} 50 | Do., shares. . ./50 00) 5 00) 52 00] 1460100 [Lambeth. ... . 1100 0 0| 5 0 6)97 to 100 
Colchester... . 4120) 50 | Do.,newshares./50 00) 5 00) 50 00 Toleross, Lanark . 
175} 20 jColme ...... 20 00/5 00) 28 00 New River . | 4 
1250) 20 |Darwen . 20 0 0) 2 10 0) 19t0194f 1560100 |New River London | Wakefield 
| 1400} 5 |Deal ‘ 5 00,5 00) 5 00 | Bridge Annui- | Warrington .. . 
| 1451] 25 |Derby ...... 25 007100) 50 00 ed (oe 32 }100 0 0) 2:10 0) 55 00 |W enna aaa 
400] 50 |Dudley. ... . 50 00) 1 00) 20 00 3036100 flowtwerk and| | | Weymouth . 
| 250) 25 | Do., pref. shares/25 00 4 10 0) Vauxhall|100 00) 5 10 0/109 to 11¢ | Winchester. 
Dukinfield . . . | 3036] 25 Do. -» Go. (25 005 06) 27 100 Wolverhampton 
| 11600 10 \Dundee ..... “10 005 0 0 11 00 1265) 100 | Do., do. |10 005 00 20000} 5 | Wolverhampton | 
| 2670] 5 |Dunfermline . . .'5 00 2 00) 2 10 0] 11064) 61 |West Middlesex ./61 0 0; 5 0 0/102 to 104 New Co . | 5 00/4 00 5 00 | 
| 7360] 25 |Edinburgh . 25 005 0 al 28 00 | | |per sh. | 6000] 10 |York New Co. | ||10 0 05 0011126 
i The Water-Works in n the undermentioned towns belong to private individuals :— : 
Campbelltown. ILyde (Cheshire). Ollersct (Derby). St. Leonard’s. Stamford. Tunbridge Wells. 


oe (Eversfield 
Estate). 


Chidwall (Laneaster). 


| 
| 
The Water-Works belong to Local Boards of Health, or to Municipal Corporations, or to Commissioners acting under Special Acts of Parliament, in the following towns :— | 








Aberdeen. Carmarthen. Fast Stonehouse. Keighley. Macclestield. Pontefract. Stockport. 

Aberystwith. Chorley, Glasgow Kirkcaldy. Maidstone. Poole. Swansea. 
| Ashton-under-Lyne. Cork. Gloucester. Leamington, Manchester. Port Glasgow. Teignmouth. } 

Barnsley. Coventry. Halifax. Leeds, Montrose. Preston. Warwick. } 

Bath. Croydon. Hastings. Leek. Oldham. Rugby. Whitby. 

Belfast. Darlington. Haverfordwest, Leith. Pembroke. Salisbury. Whitehaven. | 
|| Birkenhead. Dover. Huddersfield. Liverpool. Perth. Southampton. Wirksworth. | 
|| Bradford. Dublin. Hull. Lytham. Peterhead. Stirling. Worcester. } 
| Dumfries. King’s Lynn. | 
| 


| Burnley. 





TO IRONFOUNDERS. 

| Oe Abergavenny Improvement 

COMMISSIONERS are prepared to receive 

|| TENDERS for the Ra and Delivery of about 240 
|| Tons of CAST-IRON 

| The Pipes to be pH rndm at the Railway Station, 

Abergavenny, within six weeks from date of Order. 
| Sealed Tender, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Cast-Iron 
|| Pipes,” to be delivered on or before the 18th of July, 
| 1860, addressed to Mr. HENRY POOLE, Clerk to the 
Commissioners, Lower Town Hall, ABERGAVENNY. 

The Commissioners do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any Tender, 

Copies of the Specification can be obtained upon 
payment of One Shilling, upon application to the 
Engineer, Mr. ANDREW Hair, Water-Works Office, 
Pontypool, Mon. 

June 30, 18:0. 


‘WANTED, for the Stockton Corpo- 
RATION GAS WORKS, a good WORKMAN, 
accustomed to lay Mains and Services, and to do the 
| general Plumber’s work required in Gas-Works. 

Applications to be made on or before the 31st instant 
|| by letter, in applicant’s own handwriting, tating Age, 
| and the wages required, and i Te as 

||to Character and qualifications, ro thee to F. W. 
Hornsby, Secretary to the Stockton Corporation Gas- 
Works, STOCKTON-ON-TEES, 


HENLLIS WORKS, 
NEWPORT, MON, 
| Established 1842. 
| YRUS HANS ON, 
Manufacturer of CLAY RETORTS, and every 
description of Fire Bricks. 
Retort Mouth-Pieces, and Wrought-Iron Work. 
AGENT AT BRIsTOL, 
wan TED, immediately, a Man, 
competent to take the entire MANAGEMENT 
of the SITTINGBOURNE GAS-WORKS. 


Apply by Letter, stating Salary, Age, Reference &e., 
Mr. T. Smitu, 5, Rose Place, Sittingbourne, Kent. 


\& 











Mr. GEORGE FRY, 
WEL c H BACK. 


| 
1] 
| 





| 


\\* 








| 





Advertisements. 


NORTHAMPTON GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


invite TENDERS for the GAS TAR and AM- 
MONIACAL LIQUOR produced at these works. 
‘Tenders to be sent in on or before the Ist proximo, 
—— to the CHAIRMAN, and endorsed *‘ Tender 
or Tar.” 


ANTED, a Sober, Steady, 
ENERGETIC MAN, acquainted with the 
Entire Management of Gas and Water-Works, to take 
charge, under the Managing Directors, of THREE 
SMALL WORKS in NORTH WALES. 
Salary £80 per ann:m, with a good House, Gas, 
Water, and Firing free. 
Security for £250 will be required. 
Apply by Letter only, with References as to character 
and ability, to Mr. RicHARDSON, Engineer, Rhyl, 
NortTH WALES. 








TO COAL MERCHANTS AND OTHERS. 


HE Directors of the Tunbridge Wells 


GAS COMPANY will be prepared, on Wednes- | Equitable Gas 


day the 8th of August next, to receive TENDERS at 


[HE Directors of this Company | 


per ton from parties willing to supply and deliver 1500 | 


tons of HARVEY MAIN SCREENED GAS COALS, 
weighed on the Gas Company’s Weigh-Bridge, and de- 
livered dry into their stores, Tunbridge Wells, in the 
following manner :— 

- tons during September and October, 1860. 


» ” December i ae 
300 in os January. . . 1861. 
200 ,, o February ... ” 


200 March . . 
But the Directors shall have full pow er to postpone for 
one month in each or every case the three last-named 
periods, 
Tenders to be sent to the Office of the Company, 
jay ny WELLS, by Six o’clock, P.M., on Wednes- 
a 
Coals,” and addressed to the Secretary, of whom any 
further particulars may be ascertained, 
The directors reserve to themselves the power to re- 
ject any Tender, 
By or JouN Reap, Secretary. 
Tunbridge W elle. July 14, 1860. 


| their Apertures. 


the 8th of August next, marked “vender for | 


| 
| 
| 


| ness well, and can produce good Testimonials. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS 
LBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties on Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by him, They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘The price will bein proportion 
to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT KELLet, 
Guenrt, will receive immediate attention. 


TO GA‘ GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS. 


F° Sale, several lengths of Hydraulic 
MAIN, 14 inches diameter and 6 feet 9 inches 
long, with 7 holes for DIP-PIPES., 

Also 4-inch ASCENSION-PIPES, and 3-inch ARCH 
and DIP-PIPES, and RETORT MOUTHPIECES, all 
in excellent condition, and will be sold at avery low 
price, and delivered, if required, at any Railway Station 
in London. 

To be seen, on application to the ENGINEER, at the 
Company’s Works, Lupus Street, 





PIMLICO. 


EONI’S Patent Adamas Gas- 
BURNERS (secured by Her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent), are entirely free from liability to 
CORROSION, injury from Heat, or danger of Frac- 
ture, and are ‘UNALTERABLE in the dimensions ot! 





Uniformity in the consumption of Gas is obtained 
by the process of manufacture, which ensures that the 
Burners shall be of precisely similar pattern. 

The Adamas Burners are tly r 
to Gas-Fitters, Consumers, and Companies. 

Sole Manufacturer and Patentee in Great Britain, 
S. Lzonr, Adamas Works, St, Paul Street, New North 
Road, Lox DON, N. 

aged 


20, who has been upon a Gas-Work all his life, 


WANTED, by a Young Man, 
a Situation as INSPECTOR. 


led 
ndea 





Understands the busi- 


Address T. J. B., Gas- Works, ROCHESTER. 
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(BRAZILIAN.) 
AHIA GAS COMPANY (Limited). 


—This Company is formed under the Joint-Stock 
nies Act, 19 and 20 Vic., which yey! limits the 
eir shares, 


B 


Com 
liability of Shareholders to the amount of t 


Capital £100,000, in 5000 Shares of £20 each, 


One Pound to be paid on application, and One Pound on 
llotment. 


Directors. 5 
HENRY POWNALL, Esq., 63, Russell Square, Chair- 


man. 
JouN ArIRD, Jun., Esq., Belvedere Road, Lambeth. 
M. H. Biount, Esq., Mapledurham, Oxon. 
ALEXANDER ANGUS CROLL, Esq., 10, Coleman Street. 
GrorGe Virtue, Esq., 25, Paternoster Row. 
FREDERICK YOULE, Esq., 155, Fenchurch Street. 
Solicitors. 
Messrs. Wire and CHILD, 1, Turnwheel Lane, Cannon 
Street. 


Engineers. 
Messrs, Law and Biounr, 15, Essex St., Strand, W.C. 
Bankers. 
LonpoN Joint Stock BANK. 


Brokers. 
Messrs, A. and E. Petre, 9, Tokenhouse Yard, 
Secretary. 
ARTHUR CLARKE, Esq. 
Offices, pro. tem. 
10, COLEMAN STREET, E.C. 


PROSPECTUS, 

The seat of the direction will be in London, and the 
meetings of the shareholders will be held in London 
half-yearly. ae : 

Bahia is a seaport city, the second in size and im- 
portance in the Empire of Brazil, The population of 
the city is 180,000. 

The following statistics are from an official return :— 

Palaces, 4; public establishments, 28 ; fiscal ditto, 
7; hospitals,9; churches, 58; public institutions 
for education, 75; manufactories, 74; printing 
establishments, 13; workshops, 676; alimentary 
stores and shops, 678; other stores and shops, 660; 
wharves, 76; exchange rooms; railway station, 1; 
private houses paying the Government tax, 5910. 

The Bahia and San Francisco Railway, now in course 
of formation, will tend greatly to increase the commerce 
of this city. The first section, viz., that starting from 
Bahia, will shortly be opened for traffic. 

A concession has been granted by the Government for 
the exclusive privilege of lighting Bahia with gas, and 
an arrangement has been made bythe promoters with the 
concessionaire, whereby this privilege is secured to the 
company upon very advantageous terms. 

The following are the principal conditions and im- 
munities attached to the concession:— 

1, The company to construct the works, and fix the 
requisite lamps for the illumination of the city, within 
two years from the 10th of May, 1860. 

2. The Government undertakes to pay for these lamps 
at the rate of 235 reis per night, equivalent to £9. 13s. 
per annum for ezch lamp, to be paid out of the Govern- 
ment treasury every month. 

3. The Government guarantees a minimum number 
of 1500 lamps. 
2000, the price per lamp to be 200 reis per night, equiva- 
lent to £8. 4s. 3d. ner annum for each lamp. : 

4, The company undertake to light all the prisons, 
barracks, and other public buildings, the Government 
paying at the same rate for the gas consumed in these 
as for the public lamps, equivalent to about 19s. per 
1000 cubic feet, the company being also paid for all 
fittings, &c., supplied to these establishments. 

5. All payments are to be made in accordance with 
the actual standard value of gold, so that the company 
will in no way be affected by fluctuations in the rate of 
exchange, 

6. The company are allowed to make their own terms 
ed lighting all other buildings, private houses, and 
shops. 

7 The contract is to be binding for thirty years, at 
the end of which period the Government is bound 
either to renew the contract on the same terms, or to 
purchase the works of the company at a valuation, to 


In the event of these being increased to | 


10 per cent. of net profits is carried annually to the 
reserve-fund, 
There can be no doubt that the Bahia Works will 
yield, from the very commencement, a larger profit than 
those of Rio, inasmuch as the capital expended will be 
very much less, in proportion to the work executed; 
the Rio Works having been the first of the kind carried 
out in the Empire of Brazil. 
The Per b as , with terms nearly 
similar to those for Bahia, was considered to be so pro- 
fitable, that it was purchased from a company in course 





enterprise. The demand made fer gas by private con- 
sumers has been so large, that additional hands and 
fittings have been written for to meet the requirements, 
It only remains to be observed that the Brazilian 
securities are admitted to be beyond question. 
Applications for shares, addressed in the annexed 








be determined by arbitration in the usual manner. 

8. The company will be exempt from the payment of 
all general customs and provincial taxes and imposts 
upon the iron, coals, and other materials used in the 
construction of the works and the manufacture of the 


as. 

¥ 9. The privilege of lighting any other city or town in 
the province of Bahia to be first offered to this com- 
pany. 

‘ The estimates of the cost of the works and the work- 
ing expenses have been carefully prepared by Messrs. 
Law and Blount, under whom similar works at Pernam- 
buco, in the same Empire, have just been completed. 
| These estimates have been revised and approved by 
| Mr. Croll, and a large return upon the capital invested 
| may be confidently anticipated. 








|! oil is most expensive, in consequence of the heavy 


|some proof of the merits of this undertaking. 
| shares of this company are at a considerable premium, 


| If it is assumed that the quantity of gas required by 
private consumers be only the same as that supplied for 
the public lamps, and that the price charged be at the 
| same rate as stipulated by the Government for the public 
| lighting, a net income at the rate of 16 per cent. will be 
| yealized on the capital expended. Judging, however, 
| from the experience of other towns, a much larger 

private consumption than this may be confidently looked 
| forward to; and in Bahia more especially this may be 
expected, as the cost of lighting houses with candles or 


duties and other causes affecting these materials. 

The success of the Rio de Janeiro Gas Company, 
already established under a concession from the Bra- 
zilian Government, with terms not more favourable 
than those now offered, may be brought forward as 
The 


having advanced in value nearly 50 percent. The pro- 
fits realized have each year increased, the dividend in 
1855 being at the rate of £8. 10s. per cent. on the 
capital, while the profits of last year, 1859, allowed of a 
dividend equal to 16 per cent. In addition to this, 





form to the Directors, may be sent to Messrs. A. and E, 
Perre, Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C., Brokers to 
the Company, and to Mr. CLarkk, Secretary to the 
Company, of whom also prospectuses may be obtained. 
Every application must be accompanie 
nexed bankers’ receipt. 


of formation in London, and carried out by private | 


by the an- | 


Communications for the Board of Directors to be ad- | 


dressed to the Secretary of the Company, at their tem- 
porary offices, No. 10, Coleman Street, City, E.C. 


Form of Application for Shares. 
To the Directors of the Ban1a Gas COMPANY 
(Limited). 

Gentlemen,—I have.this day paid to your Bankers 
the sum of £ , and I hereby request that 
ou will allot me Shares of £20 each in the 
AHIA Gas CoMPANY; and I hereby agree to accept 
such Shares, or any smaller number that may be allotted 
to me, and to pay the remainder of the deposit of £1 


per Share on the shares allotted, and to execute the | 


Deed of Settlement of the Company when required, 
I am, Gentlemen, 


eee cove 

Address in full...... Seevcvceseescs 

DEO ccccccveccoveseccoesoe Covcece 

Received the , 1860, on 


day of 
account of the Directors of the BAHIA Gas ComPANy, 
from , the sum of being 
the deposit made in accordance with the terms of the 
prospectus, on an application for an allotment of 
— in the undertaking. 


....Bankers, 





BAHIA GAS COMPANY (LIMITED) 


LLOTMENT of Shares of this 
COMPANY will take place at the next Meeting 

of Directors, on THURSDAY, the 26th instant. 
Application for Shares to be sent to the London Joint- 
Stock Bank, or to Mr. AUTHUR CLARKE, Secretary, 
10, COLEMAN STREET, E. C., on or before Monday, the 
23rd instant, after which no application will be received. 





CAUTION. 
TO GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS AND 


OTHERS. 

MoE Undersigned hereby caution 

Meter Manufacturers and others against in- 
fringing the exclusive right of the Undersigned to the 
use of the Screw Adjustment for regulating the Height 
of the Overflow-Pipes in Wet Gas-Meters, as described 
in the Specification of the Letters Patent granted to 
Crosley and Goldsmith on the 19th of April, 1856: as 





well as against infringing any other portions of that or | 


any other Patent of the said William Crosley; and 


NOTICE is further given, that all Infringers of the | 
summer months, 


said Inventions, or any portions of them, will be pro- 
ceeded against. CROSLEY & Co., 
103, SourHwaRK BRIDGE Roap, 
Lonpon, Avg. 29, 1859. 


ANNEL and COAL of the best de- 
scriptions for making GAS and COKE. 
(As per Analyses.) 

GAS CANNEL, 17s., 15s. 6d., and 14s. per ton. 

GAS COAL, Lls. 6d., 9s, 6d., and 8s. 6d. per ton. 

STEAM COAL, 10s., 9s. 6d., and 9s. per ton. 

All free on board Vessels in Liverpool. 

Handpicked Cannel and Coal about 10 per cent. 
additional. Concession in prices made for large 
quantities. 

GAS APPARATUS of all descriptions, and on the 
most approved principles; also Purifying and other 
materials supplied. 

ANALYSES, PLANS, and ESTIMATES, and other 
information required, and the highest references fur- 
nished on application. 

CONTRACTS for Materials and Works entered into. 

No charge made for Superintending Shipmeuts, Pre- 
paring Bills of Lading, or passing Entries. 

EMANUEL TURNER and CO., 


ExPortT OFFICES: 
34, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 











GAS PURIFYING BY REVIVIFIABLE OXIDE 
OF MANGANESE, 


R. LAMING (Inventor of the 


Revivified Oxide of Iron Purification) begs to 
inform Gas Engineers that they may now supersede the 
material in general use by A REVIVIFIABLE OXIDE 
OF MANGANESE of his preparing, which in efficacy 
is at least equal, and in economy superior, to Oxide of 
Iron. Owing to the greater chemical activity of Man- 
ganese, common dry-lime purifiers of ordinary capacity 
will often be amply sufficient for it, though they may 
be too small for the Oxide of Iron material. 

For Gas-Works possessing steam power, more 
especially such as are exposed to public complaint, 
Mr, Laming recommends the purification to be done 
either wholly or in part (depending on extent of appa- 
ratus) in out-of-doors scrubbers, hermetically sealed, 
by means of his liquid process, which is both economical, 


| 





and meets all practical requirements, 
118, Fenchurch Street, Aug. 1, 1859. 


| GAS COAL. 


COKE MERCHANTS, No. 1, Walker’s Buildings, 
SHEFFIELD, beg to inform the Directors and Managers 
of Gas Companies, that they are in a position to con- 
tract for the supply of the different sorts of best Gas 
Coal, such as best Silkstone, Barnsley, and others, at 


| 





| 


EAL, WALKER, and CO., Coal and | 


the lowest prices, which may be had on application at | 


the above Office. 


VW SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
¢ Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND GAS CONTRACTORS. 
CHEAP AND EXPEDITIOUS MODE 
F 


oO 
MAKING GAS, 
PATENTED BY 


R. GEORGE WALCOTT, 
24, ABCHURCH LANE, LONDON, 
ADVANTAGES. 

The whole of the Furnace Fire is employed; 
whereas, by"the common method, half is lost by the 
reverse sides of flues and arches, The construction of 
the Retorts for generating Gas is extremely simple, | 
cheap, and lasting, An arrangement whereby the 


Carbon encrusting the inside of Retorts is easily | 


removed. 
Arrangements may be made for working this patent | 
in Scotland, Ireland, and France. 





PLANT AND MATERIALS FOR SALE, 


O be Sold, the Plant and Materials 


remaining upon the disused Gas-Works on the 
Leverington Road, Wisbech, comprising two 13-feet 
lengths of Hydraulic Main Pipe, each pierced for two 
benches of Retorts, four in each bench, Also 16 Re- 
tort Mouthpieces, from 16 to 20 inches in diameter 
inside, with lids; 16 Ascension and H-pipes complete; 
a Horizontal Condenser, 18 feet in length, containing 
16 6-inch pipes, with 24 feet of 4-inch outlet-pipe; a 
four-compartment Lime Purifier,8 feet 10 inches square, 
with central valve and sundry other pipes, with inlet 
and outlet-valves, &c. 

The plant may be seen on application at the Gas- 
Works, East Field, Wisbech, and price and further par- 
ticulars had on application to Mr. E. H. Jack3on, 
Clerk to the Wisbech Gaslight and Coke Company 
(Limited). “ 

Wisbech, June 16, 1860. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS. 


[HE Peterborough Improvement and 
CEMETERY ACT, 1850. 

_The Commissioners acting under the said Act hereby | 
give notice that they are prepared to Contract with 
such Company, or other person or persons, who may be 
willing to Light the several Streets, Highways, Public 
Passages, Courts, and other places of the TOWN OF 
PETERBOROUGH, within the limits of the said Act 
for the time being, with well-purified Coal Gas—or 
such part thereof as may from time to time be so lit 
within the limits of the said Act—for the term of 3 
years; the lighting to commence as early in the present 
year as can be effected, and on such day in August in 
future years as the Commissioners may direct, and to 
terminate mainly in every year on the 15th day of May, 
or longer if required during such Contract —with 
special provisions for a partial supply during the 





The Commissioners, foreseeing a difficulty in the way 


| of any contractor embarking capital on a contract for | 


3 years only (which is the utmost limit allowed for one 
Contract by the Improvement Act), and knowing the 
great desirability that any Company contracting to| 
erect gas-works and supply gas, for both public and 
private consumption, should have the powers of an Act 
of Parliament for the latter purpose especially, will not | 
object to enter into a contract for a longer period, to be 
agreed upon between them and the contractor, and in 
ail other respects to facilitate the obtaining a Special 
Act by the Contractor. | 
The terms of the Contract to be as follows:—The 
Contractor, at his own expense, to erect gas-works, | 
machinery, and apparatus of sufficient capacity; to find 
and lay the requisite mains and pipes; to provide, affix, 
and remove the Jamp-posts and lamps where the Com-| 
missioners may from time to time order, and light the 
same; and to be at liberty to take up and remove the | 
whole at the end of the said term, if such contract is 
not renewed, and to take up and remove the same 
within three.months after the end of such contract 
upon notice from the Commissioners so to do; and in 
case of neglect, the same to remain the property of the 
Commissioners, or at their option to be taken up and 
removed by them at the Contractor’s expense. | 
The Commissioners now pay for about 115 lamps, |, 
and will contract for not less than that number. for || 
2000 hours of gaslight yearly (exclusive of the summer | | 
months), with power to require and pay for more lamps | 
at the like rate per lamp per hour. Each lamp to have 
a batswing burner, capable of consuming 5 cubic feet 
of gas per hour when turned on to the full. The Con- 
tract to contain all usual conditions, clauses, agree- 
ments, matters, and things, which may be known at | 
the Clerk’s Office; and to be prepared by him in dupli- | 
cate at the equal expense of the Commissioners and | 
the Contractor. The Contractor to forfeit £1000 as | | 
liquidated damages on breach of contract. | 
Tenders, stating the charge for each lamp per season | 
and per 1000 cubic fect of gas for the season, according | | 
to the above terms and other usual conditions and | 
clauses, with names, residences, and additions of two 
sufficient sureties, to be sent under seal to the Office o! | 
the Clerk to the Commissioners, at Peterborough, on 
or before the 30th day of July next. The Commis- | 
sioners are not pledged to accept the lowest or any || 
tender, By order, | 
NELSON WILKINSON, | 
Clerk to the Commissioners. | 
Dated June 26, 1860. i] 
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GAY, BAILEY, and BARTLEET, 


BERKLEY Street, BIRMINGHAM. 
Manufacturers of Chandeliers and Gas Fittings, and 
Patent Steam Gauges. 








DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 


FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
Sc. &e. 
LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 


A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
Curistiz & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SOUTHWARK. 


HITEHOUSE and CO., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipalofthelarge Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 


ro Mr. BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSE, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
WESTBROMWICH, near KIRMINGHAM., 

Sir,—I feel great pleasure in expressing my satisfac- 
tion at the manner in which you discharged your 
duties as CONTRACTOR for the TELESCOPIC GAS- 
HOLDER, 150 feet diameter and 60 feet deep, erected 
at this Company’s Nine Elm Station in 1857. From 
that period to the present I have closely watched its 
working, and have never found the least defect either 
in workmanship or material. 
During the recent heavy gales the Gasholder, 
although containing upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of 
Gas, showed no perceptible indications of its influence, 
but worked as freely and easily as usual. 

RICHARD JONES, 

Engineer to the London Gaslight Company. 

Vauxhall, London, Nov. 9, 1859. 




















-FIE 
JOHN 


HARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS & METER-MAKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 
Pipes, &c. 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-littings. 
GAMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and ‘Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS, 
PROVIDENCE IRON WorkKS, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


AME NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 

Depot for STOURBRIDGE anno NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
FIGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MaTTHEW 
NESBIT, EIGHTON Moor OPFficr, NEWCASTLE-UPON} 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


EORGE BOWER, 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER, 
AND CONTRACTOR, 
ST. NEOT’S, HUNTS. 


_ References to between 100 and 200 Gas-Works De- 
signed and Erected by the Advertiser. 
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THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





| 


-E-CLAY RETORTS, | 
SWARBRIC K, ! 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION 


FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &e. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. | 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. H 

Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. she ame, EEN, 
To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 

on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. | 


193 | 


TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, ENGINEERS 
AND FITTERS. 


ARSIDE’S Registered Tube-Vice 


holds all sizes of Wrought-Iron and Brass Tubes | 
with the greatest firmness and least possible pressure; 
consequently it is not so liable to split or damage the 
Tubes as the ordinary Vice, and considerably facili- 
tates the Workman, who may do almost double the 
quantity of work. Also, 

GARSIDE’S IMPROVED MAIN - DRILLING 
CLIPS, for Drilling Holes for Service-Pipes. With | 
this instrument the perforation of Pipes for the attach- | | 
ment of smaller Tubes can be effected with great ease | | 
and precision. Likewise, 

HEAP’S REGISTERED GAS TONGS, most highly 
approved of as vastly superior to those in present use. | | 
Stocks, Taps, and Dies, together with all tools con- 
nected with Gas Engineering. | 

For Drawings, Testimonials, and prices, apply to the | | 
—s S. GARSIDE, Stamford 8t., ASHTON-UNDER- | 

YNE. | 














GAs Apparatus of every kind, and || 
their action explained and thoroughly tested as | 
to the practicability of HEATING BATHS, Conserva- | 
tories, Halls, Public Buildings, &c., for all kinds of || 
Cooking and Domestic Purposes, at PHILLIPS’S | | 
MANUFACTORY, 55, Skinner Street, SNow HILL, || 
E.C. (the Original Inventor and Patentee), Gas-Fitter | | 
by appointment to Her Majesty’s Government and | 
many of the Nobility. 
N.B.—An assortment of Hughes’s Patent Safety | | 
Atlas Chandeliers, and all kinds of Gas-fittings of a| | 
superior style and workmanship. || 





ALTER MABON, Engineer, || 


ARDWICK IRON WORKS, FAIRFIELD STREET | 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of | 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 
GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, | 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other | 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. | 
GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet | 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; | | 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, | | 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from | 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- | | 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, || 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. || 
WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway | 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- | | 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. | 
IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Marufac-| | 
tories, or Public Buildings. 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gasand Water, from2inches | | 
to 48 inches bore. | | 
| 


CLAY RETORTS, | 











ALSO MANUFACTURE 





Sticusnmnnsentesuiternemnmnemnemeeeee 


EDWARD COCKEY AND SONS 
PATENT GAS VALVES. 


These Valves are formed of two Cast-Iron Cylinders, with segmental divisions, having the faces ground gas-tight—the 
upper Cylinder turning horizontally on the lower one. 
The lower Cylinder has pipes from each division, communicating with the vessels to and from which the gas is to be, 
passed. ‘The upper Cylinder has corresponding divisions, so arranged as to direct the passage of gas to the different segmental 
divisions in the lower part, and when it is turned on the face of the lower one, to alter the flow of gas from one vessel to another. | 
Many of these Valves are now in use on Gas-Works; and, amongst others, the following may be mentioned :— | 


CHELTENHAM GAS-WORKS.—A Valve for 2 Purifiers, with 9-inch Connexions. 
NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE.—Valves for 3 Purifiers, with 12-inch Connexions. 
BASINGSTOKE,—A Valve for 3 Purifiers, with 6-inch Connexions. 
WARMINSTER.—A Valve for 2 Purifiers, with 6-inch Connexions, and Bye-pass Valve for Meter. 
GODALMING.—A Valve for 3 Purifiers, with 5-inch Connexions. 
RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT.—A Bye-pass Valve for Exhauster, with 9-inch Connexions. 
The Engineers of either of these Works have kindly allowed reference to be made to them. 


IRON WORKS, FROME SELWOOD. 
EDWARD COCKEY AND SONS 
PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, CONDENSERS, anv OTHER IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


HAVING PATTERNS SUITABLE FOR GAS-WORKS OF DIFFERENT SIZES. 
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PIRE BRICKS. 
E MACHEN COLLIERY 


H 
T COMPANY, NEWPORT (MON.). 

Shippers of Fire-Gocds of First-class quality manu- 
factured from a remarkably pure seam of Fire-Clay. 

Railway Communication by Broad or Narrow Gauge 
with all parts of the Kingdom, and by Seaboard, 
|| Coastwise, and Foreign. 

LonDON AGENT: 
Mr. JOHN ROBATHAM, 

CLINK STREET, BANKSIDE, SOUTHWARK, 

where a stock of the above is always kept. 


ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 
DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WOLKKsS, 
Near DUDLEY, . 
Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
or shape required. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MopgL OR DRAWING. 
B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England. 
References given, if required. 
jos 


EPH WILLCOCK 
(late BARLOW and CO.), 

Mechanical and Architectural Draftsman, Designer, 

Serveyor, an «Lithographer to Gas Engineers and Gas 

Apparatus Manufacturers, formerly Superintending 


Engineer at the largest Gas Apparatus Manufactory on 
the Continent. 








Lonvon, W.C. 


EORGE ANDERSON, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 


DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 
supplied either with ° ogg Steam-Engines and 
oilers, 


FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 

one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 
|| simplified, 





RETORT SETTINGS, 

|| designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 

Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 

formation, may be obtained on application as above, 


Patent and Designs Office, 89, Chancery Lane, | 














EDWIN DIXON, 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
Originally established in 1833, 
Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, “ articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, or 
team. 


PRIZE MEDAL 
awarded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
the latter date has supplied many towns exclusively with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS, 


A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 


E. D. had the honour of receiving the 


has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made at the above-named Works, and several others with || 


populations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation now acquired induces this notice to the public. 
Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from one to three hundred thousand feet. 


YDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, 


H 
to resist 6000 Ibs. and upwards to the square inch, extensively manufactured. 


STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE © 


of the best possible descripton. 
Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure before leaving the Works. 


H ARRIS and PEARSOYN, ! EST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 
PROPRIETORS OF MANUFACTURERS, &e. 

BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY, | UNION STREET, OLDHAM, 
MANUFACTURERS OF Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 

AMBLECOTB FIRE CLAY AND Brick Works, | vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 
STOURBRIDGE, W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Late in the occupation of 1. and W. King. Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
‘ Originally J. Pideock, Esq. | having made and erected the largest in use at the 
NB. A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— | present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, | port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
D’s, 1612, 15x14, 2016, 1618. | respective Engineers. 


WALTER FORD, 
LATE 
PADDON and FORD, 
GAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &e. &e. 
A large number of STATION* METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and 


GOVERNORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford, ‘hese Meters 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. 





MANUFACTURER 











| 
| 


1] 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring || 


any required consumption. ‘hese Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given tu 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 





WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


| 


LAVA BURNERS, 








PATENT 








TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. | 


JAMES MEACOCK, 


DRY AND WET GAS-METER 
7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 


FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 





ESTABLISHED 1836. 


| 
GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, | 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 











MANUFACTURER, 


| 
| 


PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 
“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, | 


Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 
STREET-LAMP GOVERNORS AND 
19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


LIVESEY 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 


These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT | 


| 
| 
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PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 





| 
MANUFACTURED BY 


| CROSLEY & CO., 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 


Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 
|| supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 
| Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENT METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 


&e. &e., similar to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 








C. and Co. are the only house in the trade which has for years manufactured Meters 
according to the standard measure set forth in the 2nd Section of the “Sale of Gas 
Act,” and which also comply with the rules laid down in the Section for testing 
meters. Purchasers of C. and Co.’s Meters may therefore be secured against any addi- 
‘tional expenses being incurred in order to adapt their Meters to the requirements 


|of the new Act. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(SUCCESSORS TO THE LATE SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 

1 “Establishes 1816. 

| PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
CONSUMERS METERS & GOVERNORS, 


| AND OTHER GAS APPARATUS. Atso, 
| METERS FOR MEASURING WATER. 


IMPROVED LOW-SPOUTED GAS-METER, 


WITH 


NEW PATENT FLOAT ARRANGEMENT. 


The Float A is partitioned off from the front frame considerably below 
the water-line, and is pierced perpendicularly by a tube B. 

















A large gas-way, C, is left between the top of the partition and the valve- 
seat. The small tube D, in which the float-wire works, is fixed to the top 











of the partition, and comes down below the water-line inside the tube B. 
The float-wire is soldered to the float at E, so as to allow water to pass into 
the tube D, in order to seal it. The chamber above the float is open to the 
outlet through the hole K. 


The action of this float is exactly opposite to that of ordinary meters. 























cept through want of water. 

















W. P. and Co. beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies | 
and others to this New Patent Meter, which entirely overcomes the) 
difficulty experienced by ordinary wet meters, owing to the short’ 
range of the float, which is necessary in order to meet the require- 
ments of the “Sale of Gas Act.” | 

















They are prepared to supply 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 


of the most approved description, graduated by the Standard. 


a oem tn 








~~ 

















| 


The float is elevated by sudden pressure, and the valve cannot be closed ex- 
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BOULTON’S PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


Of which upwards of 24,000 are at present in use, having gained for themselves an unparalleled 
LS patronage from all the principal Gas Companies and Consumers, on account of their unerring registra- 








sell them now at competitive prices with those of other makers. 
Every description of Improved Wet or Patent Dry Meters and Gas Apparatus manufactured by 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL. 
All Meters warranted to comply with the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s “Sale of Gas Act.” 


BENT AND SON, 
283, BELL-BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


(ESTABLISHED 1830,) 
Manufacturers of 
J. C. BENT’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER; 
Also of 
ALLAN’S PATENT COMPENSATOR, 
Both of which are warranted to meet the requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT. 


Station-Meters. Street Lamps of all kinds, plain and ornamental. 


F. & C. OSLER, 


JAMES OAKES and CO., | 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
| 45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
| Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham—Established 1807, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS | 
(Made from ‘* REGISTERED’? DeEsIGNs), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 





in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes | 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns | 
“Sa patterns, &c. 

-B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- BAH private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
ate attention. TI AW Koro tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
CHARLES HoRSLey, Agent. | cy 7] y 





_C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- | 
tilation of public buildings, &c.; also civi) engineering | 
in general, { 


y agreat variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


ON THE LowgsT TERMS. 





‘TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 


Is the only pervect joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 


culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 
Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to 


THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 53, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 












Ta ey 





Ht. 





bil 





SECTION 


th LAL EY Y DEEL EEZ 
||MWM Mv 


KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are 








Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them 


FREE FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. 
By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 
RETORT OVENS, FIRE-BRICKS, GUARDS, SADDLES, RABBITTED BURS, FLUES, AND QUARRIES, ARE ALL 
MANUFACTURED OF THE SAME QUALITY OF CLAY. 


tion and the superior workmanship and materials used in their construction, enables the Patentee to) 


for DRAWING-RooMS and BALL-rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in!) 


9 general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from | | 


| 
THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 


and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 


made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for Burning Retorts, by which | | 


| 





|| 
| 














Every Retort and Brick is branded “King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 





———at 
7 
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FIRE-CLA RETOR 







: f 
— = = mre 2 as. 


‘ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


— “JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 














| Ashe 
THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 
composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 
leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 





| To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
| 


For EXPORT from the Ports of 


THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 


|| reeerected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, 


LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 


HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 


HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 
M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 





STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


| 

| BAKER and 0. 
} e (Contractors to Government). 

24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 
| Every article manufactured at their own Works and 

Mines, Brierley Hill. 4 

| FIRE-BRICKS, Lumps, Squares, Tiles, 
and Gas Retorts of all dimensions. 


CRUCIBLE and CEMENT CLAYS. 
GARDEN EDGINGS, of various pat- 


“BUFF and ORNAMENTAL TILES. 
CLINKERS and STABLE PAVINGS, 


| noted for hardness and durability, being perfectly non- 
|| absorbent, 
Shipments on the shortest notice. 


Wy 20uGHT-IRON Guides for Gas- 

HOLDERS, when Trussed upon scientific 
principles, are more capable of resisting strains, in 
every direction, than Cast Columns ofany form can be; 
and weigh only one-fifth as much as the latter. 
Designs and Working Drawings for Guides and Ties 

|\can be obtained of the Inventor, CHarLEs D1xon, 
C.E., Chichester, Sussex. 


LESMAHAGO GAS COAL. 


|" TAMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
, Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that they are 
|| prepared to ship the best quality of the above well- 
|, known COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver 
| them at the railway stations upon, or connected with, 
the Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required, 
Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
| tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
|| and Coe., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago. 
| Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, West GEORGE STREET. 


(ALFRED PENNY, Engineer 

WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 

|| WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

|| Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
||nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
| alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
| sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
|| Water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
|| blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 


t 














Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
|| in Gas and Water-Works. 
| *«* Country orders executed with care and despatch. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


| Near 


the works. 





BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 


keep always on stock their 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 


These Valves are all proved to30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving 


BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 





BIRILEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM, 


Manufactory for every description of Casting and | 


Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINs, 78, Lombard 
Strect. 


BEST AND CHEAPEST SL 





Zz 


BROWN AN 


D MAYS PA 


| OHN ROGERSON and CO., 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 
Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 
LONDON HOUSE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 


UICE-COCK. 
F 

















hs 











BN 


} 


TEN T. 


Above 38-inch diameter, price 10s. perinch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 
Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 
NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 
Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 


Se ese see soe 


= : 

| W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 

| RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 

beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and' the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas, 


| The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
| Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
| GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 


} 


1] 


Where a Sample may be seen. 








| London Agents: CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. 
| iA large stock of Pire-Bricks, Pire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 


N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt atiention. 
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MESSRS. CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-METER, 


Also Manufacture and Supply 


TEST GAS-HOLDERS. 











| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 








_ And other Apparatus required by the Inspectors appointed in pursuance of the above Act. 


Application for particulars to be made to the Factory, 
CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 
55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 

CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 

Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c-, &c. 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 

Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 

AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &e., &e. | 
” Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricut, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Paice-Lists ON APPLICATION. 











JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 


CROWN TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE 


WAREHOUSE : 
81, UPPER GROUND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, 
LONDON, Ss. 
Tur ORIGINAL Inventors, anp FIRST Manuractzsrers or THE 


Patent Wrought-Iron Tubes for Gas, Steam, Water, &c., &c.; Enamelled Tubing, and 
Glazed ditto. 


Russell and Howell’s Homogeneous Tubes; and Agents for G. F. Muntz’s Solid Brass Tubes. 
EVERY VARIETY OF FITTINGS. 


TRADE ey MARK. 


 -D, HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 

GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 

DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 

D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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